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City Policy 
Urban Residential Areas 

3.9 City Council: 

(a) shall recognize as Urban Residential Areas on Schedule I, those areas in the City intended 
primarily for housing and related uses and activities, including group homes and home 
occupations; 

(b) may zone lands designated Urban Residential Areas for one or more purposes as set out 
in Table 8, and in so doing will apply appropriate performance standards, restrictions and 
provisions, including those set out in Table 9; 

(c) in establishing performance standards, restrictions and provisions for Urban Residential 
Areas, shall have particular regard to the following: 

(i) protecting and enhancing the character of established neighbourhoods, considering 
such matters as building height, massing and scale, yard setback, lot coverage, 
access to sunlight, overlook, privacy, parking provisions and traffic implications; 

(ii) acknowledge that certain areas within the City may be more susceptible to the 
construction of Infill and Replacement Dwellings and may identify these areas as 
Established Neighbourhood Precincts on the Neighbourhood Maps in Chapter 12 – 
Urban Neighbourhoods, and establish zoning provisions to appropriately address 
matters such as building height, massing and scale, privacy, overlook and 
shadowing as they relate to the impact of the construction of Infill and Replacement 
Dwellings on the character of the streetscape and the existing neighbourhood; 

(iii) restricting net residential densities to less than the maximums set out in Table 9 in 
response to provisions specified in a Part 3 Neighbourhood Plan (Chapter 12), or 
where neighbourhood character and/or environmental constraints warrant; and 

(iv) restricting the size, height and/or floorspace of non-residential developments in 
response to provisions specified in a Part 3 Neighbourhood Plan (Chapter 12), to 
prevent excessive commercial development, or where neighbourhood character 
and/or environmental constraints warrant; 

(d) despite Section 3.9(b) and Table 9, may limit residential densities below the minimums set 
out in the Table, if it can be demonstrated to the City’s satisfaction that the design, site 
layout, blocking, and/or phasing of the project can be intensified over time to achieve at 
least the minimum levels of intensity set out in the Table; 

(e) prior to zoning those Low Density Residential lands located west of Valley Farm Road but 
above the floodline, between the two hydro corridors, for permissible uses set out in Table 
8, shall in consultation with relevant agencies, be satisfied with the proposal’s: 
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(i) compatibility with the adjacent open space valley; 
(ii) protection of the ecological features and functions of the stream corridor and the 

environmentally significant area; 
(iii) protection of life and property from flood risk; 
(iv) servicing of the lands; 
(v) access to the lands; and 
(vi) compliance with any other relevant matters specified in this Plan; and 

(f) when considering applications for the development of Infill or Replacement Dwellings 
within an Established Neighbourhood Precinct, as identified on Maps 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 
20 and 22 of this Plan, shall require that such development complements and is 
compatible with the character of the Established Neighbourhood Precinct with respect to: 

(i) minimizing the impacts associated with building height, massing and scale, privacy, 
overlook and shadowing on neighbouring properties and promoting development of 
a compatible scale as observed from neighbouring properties and the street; 

(ii) reinforcing the established pattern of existing side yard setbacks and separation 
distances between dwellings as observed from the street; 

(iii) reinforcing the established pattern of existing lot widths and lot coverage in the 
Established Neighbourhood Precinct; 

(iv) reinforcing the established pattern of front yard setbacks on the street; 
(v) promoting garages to have an appropriately sized width and to be located flush with 

or behind the front main walls of dwellings, such that they do not dominate the 
façade of the dwelling; 

(vi) maximizing the front yard landscaping to the greatest extent possible; 
(vii) encouraging the preservation of existing mature trees to the greatest extent 

possible; and 
(viii) being consistent with the Urban Design Guidelines for Infill & Replacement Housing 

in Established Neighbourhood Precincts, which will prevail in the event of a conflict 
with any Development Guideline within the Compendium Document. 

City Policy 
Community Design Objectives 

9.2 To achieve the community design goal, City Council shall: 

(a) encourage the creation of an overall physical form for Pickering that is related to the scale 
and pace of pedestrians; 

(b) encourage private and public developments that offer pedestrians and users a high level 
of comfort, enjoyment and personal protection; 
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(c) encourage private and public developments that provide an integrated mix of uses, 
activities and experiences; 

(d) encourage the design of road patterns, buildings and the spaces between them in a 
manner that supports an efficient public transit system and makes it easy for both 
pedestrians and vehicles to move about in a variety of directions; 

(e) encourage: 
(i) developments that are designed to fit their contexts by considering the mix of uses, 

and the massing, height, scale, architectural style and details of existing, adjacent 
buildings; and 

(ii) the development of compatible Infill and Replacement Dwellings within Established 
Neighbourhood Precincts as identified on Maps 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 20 and 22 of 
this Plan, to ensure that new development minimizes impacts related to building 
height, massing and scale, privacy, overlook, shadowing and loss of open space, 
particularly with respect to the matters identified in Policy 3.9 (f). 

(f) encourage developments that create spaces between and along buildings that are of high 
architectural and landscape quality, and contribute to and enhance the overall quality of 
Pickering’s public realm; 

(g) encourage, where appropriate, the creation of landmarks and other distinctive elements 
including buildings, open spaces, landscapes and natural features that make it easy for 
people to understand where they are, and how they get to the various places, amenities 
and facilities they require; 

(h) encourage the design of buildings and places that can be used for a variety of purposes, 
and are capable of adapting over time to changing circumstances and opportunities; 

(i) encourage the use of colour, decoration and variation in material to create buildings, and 
the spaces around buildings, that are attractive for people to look at and use; and 

(j) encourage developments that establish appropriate relationships between built and 
natural environments, that ensure sensitive natural systems are protected and where 
possible enhanced, and celebrate significant aspects of the natural and cultural 
landscape. 


