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INTRODUCTION

To prepare for the new millennium, the City of Pickering has prepared a Master Plan report
that outlines the future development of Pickering Recreation & Cultural Service, Facility
Service and Parks and Open Space Service. On January 1, 2000, the Town of Pickering
became the City of Pickering to reflect our spirit of growth and change for the new
millennium. In this same spirit, the City of Pickering has embarked on this Master Plan
process so that we can take stock of our current level of service delivery and make the
necessary changes to meet the needs of this growing and diverse community.
The Master Plan report is based on the culmination of several key sources of information.
Demographic profile of the community, recreation/parks/facilities service inventory, future
service trends assessment and an overall assessment of service delivery based on community
input have all been considered in the development of this Master Plan report. The Master
Plan report is a blue print for future development in the City of Pickering that makes
recommendations for the next 5 to 10 years. The Master Plan report will be completed in
two sections – the Technical Report and the Strategic Report. The Master Plan process has
been extensive but serves to prepare the City of Pickering for the new Millennium in this
ever-changing community.

1.1 Technical Report vs. Strategic Plan Report
The Technical Report is a review of the current level of recreation, parks and cultural service
delivery in Pickering. It is based on Pickering’s demographic profile, service inventory and
review of future trends. The Technical Report also provides the summary of information
gathered from the community by way of community surveys, user group surveys and focus
groups. The Technical Report provides an all-encompassing view of how recreation, parks
and cultural services are currently delivered, the gaps that may exist and the
recommendations for future development that would maintain the status quo.
The
Technical Report comments on Pickering’s current state of service delivery and outlines the
future development that would maintain this same level of service for Pickering’s growing
population. The Technical Report does not make recommendations for future service
delivery that would fill the gaps identified by the community and position the City of
Pickering as a proactive leader of recreation service delivery in the new millennium.
The Master Plan process will take on a strategic focus in order to ensure its application in
future years.
The Strategic Plan Report will provide detailed recommendations and
strategies to make them a reality. The Strategic Plan Report can be used as a resource in
capital forecasting, policy development and service delivery planning.
The
recommendations made in the strategic plan will be a direct result of all the information
gathered during the Technical portion of the Master Plan process. The Strategic Plan Report
will be a stand-alone document that can be utilized by staff for years to come - to develop the
Recreation & Cultural, Facility and Parks Services for a growing and diverse City of
Pickering.
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CITY OF PICKERING COMMUNITY PROFILE
2.1 Population Distribution & Projected Growth

The City of Pickering is a growing community. The City of Pickering had a population of
91,000 in 2001 which is a 15% increase from 1996 (78,989) and a 33% from 1991 (68,631).
It is projected that the population of the City of Pickering will increase 10% to reach a
projected population of 100,418 in 2006.
Table 2.1 City of Pickering Population Distribution and Projected Growth
Year
Population
Change
1991
68,631
1996
78,989
10,358
2001
91,000
12,011
2006
100,418
9,418
2011
112,402
11,984
Source:

% Change
15.1%
15.2%
10.3%
12%

Statistics Canada Census Data
City of Pickering Planning Statistics, revised 2002

2.2 Age Composition
The age composition of the City of Pickering is reflective of a City undergoing tremendous
growth. In fact, every age category has experienced an increase in 1996 from 1991 with the
exception of pre-school children (0-4) and young adults (25-29). The most significant
increases in the age categories are among youth (10-14, 15-19) and the baby boomers (4549). Compared to the province, Pickering has a slightly higher percentage of people in all
age categories but seniors where the Pickering composition is significantly lower than the
Province. Upon further review, it is interesting to note that Pickering’s young people (aged 019) make up 32.5% of the overall population which is above the Provincial average of 27.1%
and Pickering seniors (aged 65+) make up 6.2% of the population which is below the
Provincial average of 12.4%.
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Table 2.2 Breakdown by Age for the City of Pickering
Age Category 1991 – Total
1991 – Percent 1996 – Total
Pickering
of Pickering
Pickering
Population
Population
Population

1996 – Percent
of Pickering
Population

Variance

0-4

6,555

9.6%

6,275

8.0%

-1.6%

5-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65+

6,275
5,390
4,785
4,205
5,720
7,350
6,910
6,475
4,520
3,000
2,340
1,830
3,260

9.1%
7.9%
7.0%
6.1%
8.3%
10.7%
10.1%
9.4%
6.6%
4.4%
3.4%
2.7%
4.8%

6,985
6,665
5,745
4,530
4,815
7,450
7,900
7,370
6,660
4,450
2,965
2,330
4,990

8.8%
8.4%
7.3%
5.7%
6.1%
9.4%
10%
9.3%
8.4%
5.6%
3.8%
2.9%
6.2%

-.3%
+.5%
+.3%
-.4%
-2.2%
-1.1%
-.1%
-.1%
+1.8%
+1.2%
+.2%
+.2%
+1.4%

Source:

Statistics Canada Census Data

2.3

Socio-Economic Indicators

Marital Status:
According to the 1996 Census data, the majority of adults in Pickering are married (60.3%).
However, although the percentage of married couples in Pickering exceeds that of the
Ontario average of 54.3%, it is decreased slightly from Pickering’s percentage in 1991
(64.6%).
The reason for this decrease can be attributed to slight rise in single adults,
separated adults and most notably divorced adults (which experienced a 57% rise from 1991
percentage of 3.5% to reach 5.5% in 1996).
Household Composition:
The vast majority of households in Pickering consist of Husband and Wife Families (80.1%).
This percentage is slightly above the Ontario percentage (79.4%) but has decreased slightly
from the Pickering 1991 data that registers 84.6% of Husband and Wife Families. The
percentage of lone parents families, particularly headed by females, has increased in
Pickering since 1991 and is now falling very close behind the Ontario average.
It is
important to note that 10.4% of Pickering households are led by single mothers.
This
statistic may have an impact on recreation and leisure service delivery as many single
mothers have decreased resources (time and money) to engage themselves and their children
in recreation activities.

________________________________________________________________________
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Mother Tongue:
The City of Pickering is increasingly reflecting a community of diversity. The majority of
Pickering residents report English as their mother tongue (84.5%) but that has decreased
since 1991 (85.7%). The increase has been reported not for French speaking but for “other”
which is made up of languages such as Chinese, Italian, and Greek.
Annual Household:
The Pickering household population has become increasingly affluent. The annual
household income in Pickering has increased from $69,144 in 1991 to $73,369 in 1996. This
figure far exceeds the average household income for all of Ontario. Therefore, Pickering
residents may have increased discretionary money to spend on recreation services.
Education:
According to 1996 Census data, the number of Pickering residents that have earned a
University degree (11.3%) has increased from 1991 (10.4%) and is significantly above the
Ontario average of 9.4% in 1996. Pickering’s adult population is more educated then it was
years ago and thusly can be more critical of the leisure and recreation services available to
them.
Employment:
The vast majority of Pickering residents are over the age of 15 years and in the labour force.
The average number of working people in Pickering exceeds the provincial average in both
1991 and 1996. It is interesting to note that despite being below the provincial average in
both 1991 and 1996, the unemployment rate for Pickering residents has increased slightly in
1996 from 1991.

________________________________________________________________________
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1991

1996

Ontario (%)

Pickering (%)

Ontario (%)

Pickering (%)

Age Composition
Preschool (aged 0-4)
Children (aged 5-9)
Youth (aged 10-19)
Adults (aged 20-64)
Seniors (aged 65+)

7.0
6.8
13.2
61.3
11.7

9.6
9.1
14.8
61.7
4.8

6.8
7.0
13.3
60.5
12.4

8.0
8.9
15.7
61.2
6.2

Marital Status
Never Married/ Single
Married
Separated
Divorced
Widowed

28.8
56.4
3
6.5
5.2

24.7
64.6
2.9
3.5
4.3

29.5
54.3
3.4
6.3
6.5

26.9
60.3
3.3
5.5
4.0

Household Composition
Husband-Wife Families
Common Law Families
Lone Parents
Males
Females

80.7
6.7
12.6
2.1
10.4

84.6
6
9.5
1.8
7.6

79.4
7.2
13.3
2.1
11.2

80.1
7.1
12.6
2.2
10.4

Mother Tongue
English
French
Other

77.5
4.8
17.7

85.7
1.3
11.1

72.3
4.5
21.6

84.5
1.2
13.0

38.1
61.9
$52,225

15.5
84.4
$69,144

38.4
61.5
$54,291

17.4
82.5
$73,369

13.0
9.2
22.2

12.6
10.4
23

14.9
9.4
24.3

14.6
11.3
25.9

77.4
62.1

86.1
73.7

73.0
60.0

81.3
69.4

91.3
8.6

94.4
5.6

91.3
8.7

93.9
6.1

91.6
8.4

93.5
6.5

91.4
9.6

92
8

Annual Household Income
Less than $35,000
More than $35,000
Average Income
Education
University
With degree
Without degree
Total
Labour Force Participation
In the Labour Force (15+ years)
Male
Female
Male
Employed
Unemployed
Female
Employed
Unemployed
Source:

Statistics Canada Census Data
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3.1

Recreation and Leisure Trends specific to segmented populations

November 2002

Families
It is clear that the changes in today’s family structure have impacted the demand for
recreation and leisure service delivery. The increased rate of working and single mothers
has affected the amount of leisure time available for the entire family.
In today’s world, women are increasingly participating in the labour market. In fact, in
recent years, their participation rate has increased at a faster rate then men. According to
1991 Census, between 1986 and 1991, men’s participation in the labor market increased 8%
while the increase for women was twice than that at a rate of 17%.1 Many of these working
women are also mothers. According to Changing Lifestyles: new roles for Women, 67% of
women in the labor force had children under the age of six and 70% had children that were
school aged.
The prevalence of women in the workplace is impacting the amount of leisure time available
to themselves and their families. Women with pre-school children work on average 14.2
hours a day – 7 hrs at work and another 7 hours in the home.2 Clearly, this stress on the
family structure results in specific demands made of recreation and leisure service providers.
For example, recreational facilities that offer separate yet simultaneous programming for all
ages is experiencing increased public interest.3 That is, arena or aquatic facilities will
increasingly move toward multi-purpose community centers that integrate programs for all
With this structure, parents can
generations instead of being age or sport specific.4
participate in recreational activities while their children are involved in other programs. This
simultaneous activity structure allows families to maximize their precious leisure time. And
in this way, interest for weekend and special parent-child programs will also increase in
future years.
The prevalence of single family household and latch key children will also force recreation
facilities to accommodate needs for day care, after school programming, family centred
activities and continuing education.5
And as an increasing number of people work at home with the support of information
technologies such as computers, modems and faxes, the demand for social and community
programming will increase in response to social alienation and loneliness. Moreover, as

1

Dale Sewell (1994). Changing Lifestyles: new roles for women. Canadian Speeches Vol. 8.
Dale Sewell (1994). Changing Lifestyles: new roles for women. Canadian Speeches Vol. 8.
3 Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final Report (1994). THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of
Canada.
2

4

Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final Report (1994). THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of
Canada.
5
Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final Report (1994). THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of
Canada.
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work becomes more sedentary, people will look to be involved in physical activity and social
recreation.5
Baby Boomers
Baby Boomers are those born between 1947 and 1966 and make up about one third of the
total Canadian population.6 At the height of the baby boom, Canadian women were having
an average of four children. In fact, more than 400,000 new Canadians were born in each
year of the boom. By 1996, there were more than 10 million baby boomers in Canada. The
birth rate is not the only thing that is contributing to the growth rate of Canada’s aging
population.7 The increased life expectancy means that baby boomers will look forward to
living a longer, healthier life. By 2036, the median age of Canadians will be over 40 and
that means that 25% of the population will be 65 years of age and over.8 The sheer number
of older people in our community will have a definite impact on the way we provide
recreation and leisure services.
Baby Boomers have been heavily socialized into outdoor recreation behaviour. According to
Leisure Watch Canada, there is evidence that “although outdoor recreation participation has
been negatively associated with age for many activities, baby boomers will be in better health
and more active later in their lives than their parents were at the same age”.9 Clearly, outdoor
activities will be important to this segment of the population – specifically those types that
are trail activities, passive recreation and nature appreciation.10 Many of the most popular
fitness activities with middle-aged baby boomers are relatively gentle on the bones, muscles
and joints and include activities such as walking, swimming, hiking, fishing and camping.11
A growth in these “safer sports” will be prevalent as this group ages. According to Getting
Old and Staying Fit, feeling good may be more important than feeling the burn. And for this
reason, mind/body activities like yoga and martial arts that focus on flexibility and body
awareness rather than strength and speed will grow in popularity.12
Youth
According to Kleiber, Larson and Csikszentmilahyi (1986), youth participate in two forms of
leisure. One is entitled “relaxed leisure” which includes free time activities such as
socializing, watching television, reading and listening to music. The second form is entitled
“transitional leisure” and includes sports, games, artwork and hobbies.13 Regardless of the
type, leisure for youth is extremely important to their development of character and selfidentity. Leisure activities help youth explore their environment and form their own
autonomy. Through leisure, adolescents acquire additional knowledge of the socio-cultural
environment, practice social and cooperative skills, experience intellectual or physical
attainments and explore a variety of peer, family and community roles.14 In some studies,
6

Social Trends – Aging (1998). Canada and the World Backgrounder.
Social Trends – Aging (1998). Canada and the World Backgrounder.
8 Social Trends – Aging (1998). Canada and the World Backgrounder.
9
Outdoor Recreation (1993). Leisure Watch Canada, Vol. 2, No. 4.
10 Outdoor Recreation (1993). Leisure Watch Canada, Vol. 2, No. 4.
11
Wellner, Alison S., Getting Old and Staying Fit (1998). American Demographics, Vol. 20, No. 3.
12 Wellner, Alison S., Getting Old and Staying Fit (1998). American Demographics, Vol. 20, No. 3.
13
Gordon, Winsome Rose et al. (1996). Urban-Rural Differences in adolescent self-esteem, leisure boredom and sensation
seeking as predictors of leisure-time usage and satisfaction. Adolescence, Vol. 31, No. 19.
14 Gordon, Winsome Rose et al. (1996). Urban-Rural Differences in adolescent self-esteem, leisure boredom and sensation
seeking as predictors of leisure-time usage and satisfaction. Adolescence, Vol. 31, No. 19.
7
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leisure activities have been espoused as deterrents to antisocial activities by filling free-time,
alleviating boredom and helping adolescents feel good about themselves. Sport has also
been shown to correlate weakly but positively to school achievement.15
Research indicates that a significant proportion of youth find leisure time as unsatisfying
because of boredom. And leisure boredom has been associated with deviant behaviour
which include drug use and delinquency.
For example, according to Orcutt 1984,
adolescents who smoke report to be more bored and less challenged then their non-smoker
Clearly, the provision for youth leisure activities is beneficial to both
counterparts.16
teenagers and the community at large.
The challenge for youth leisure programming is offering youth activities they can enjoy, at
little or no cost and in a location that is nearby so transportation is not an issue. Those
activities that are less structured and involve less commitment from youth may often be more
suitable. Transportation, work and school responsibilities make it difficult to participate in
highly structured leisure activities.
Children
According to Canadian Fitness and Lifestyle Research Institute, today’s children are 40
percent less active then our generation was as youngsters. The average child spends 25 to 30
hours per week sitting at school and another 26 hours watching television.17 Perhaps it is
due to this sedentary lifestyle that obesity in males and females aged 7 to 13 years has more
then doubled in 15 years.18
The importance of leisure and active recreation participation is numerous and provides clear
benefits to a child’s growth and development.
Physical activity provides children (and
adults for that matter) with strength and stamina, it reduces the risk of heart disease, diabetes
and obesity and is critical to the development of muscles and bones. Activity helps kids
sleep better, increases their self-confidence and decreases aggression and depression.19
It is clear that choices made to participate in childhood become the mindset for participation
in adulthood. The best way to have children participate in leisure is by having a family that
is active itself and supports such leisure activities. This learned behaviour will have a lifelong impact on future leisure participation.

15

Gordon, Winsome Rose et al. (1996). Urban-Rural Differences in adolescent self-esteem, leisure boredom and sensation
seeking as predictors of leisure-time usage and satisfaction. Adolescence, Vol. 31, No. 19.
16 Gordon, Winsome Rose et al. (1996). Urban-Rural Differences in adolescent self-esteem, leisure boredom and sensation
seeking as predictors of leisure-time usage and satisfaction. Adolescence, Vol. 31, No. 19.
17
Let’s get physical: exercise together for fitness and fun (1998). Today’s Parent, Vol. 15.
18
Concerns growing as children pile on pounds (2000). Toronto Star.
19 Let’s get physical: exercise together for fitness and fun (1998). Today’s Parent, Vol. 15.
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Recreation and Leisure Activities

Canadians are engaging in more passive forms of leisure activities. This trend will continue
as the population ages. Social events, the arts, spectator entertainment, and individual,
moderate recreation activities including walking, golf and birdwatching will gain popularity
in Canada while team sports and physically demanding sports will decrease in popularity.
According to a 1992 study of Ontario residents, walking/hiking, gardening and bicycling are
among the most popular leisure activities.20 Similarly, in a 1981 Canada Fitness Survey,
walking, bicycling, swimming, jogging and gardening were respectively the most popular
forms of leisure participation. In fact, the survey went on to say that active Canadians tend to
be young, westerners, professional, managers, single and better educated.21
The 1989 Ontario Leisure Activity Participation Study was analyzed together with
population projections from the Ontario Ministry of Treasury and Economics to provide
leisure participation projections for 2015. The findings conclude that Ontarians will enjoy
hiking/walking (41%), swimming (15%), bicycling (13%), baseball (10%), aerobics (9%),
skiing (9%), hockey (9%), fishing (8%), camping (8%), boating (7%) by the year 2015.22
According to the results, hiking/walking will be the most popular leisure activity for
Ontarians. Swimming and Bicycling rank second and third respectively.
The study
indicated that the total number of people participating may be slightly lower in 2015 from
1990 due to an aging population.
Walking has such appeal to the public due to its ease and lack of expense. Clearly, the
steady interest in walking will increase the demand for better walking trails, higher levels
and quality of infrastructure such as rest stops and restrooms and environmental/interpretive
information.23
More specific trend information is outlined below. The information gathered in this section
is primarily found within the Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final
Report (1994) produced by the THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of Canada.
Golf
Golf is one of the fastest growing participant sports in North America - with 4 million golfers
in Canada alone (1988). In Canada, 18% of the population (10 years and older) participates
in golf once a year. This number has increased by over 50% in a seven year period (from
1981 to 1998). Participation in golf and the frequency in which it is played increases with
age. And with a rise in the baby boomer population, golf will increase in popularity over
the next few years. Golfers tend to take golf vacation trips with an average frequent golfer
taking over 3 trips a year, spending over $200 per day.
Golf travelers tend to look for
unique golfing facilities with more than one course nearby. Golfing is an important amenity
20

Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final Report (1994). THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of
Canada.
21
Edwards P. & Hauser J. (1997). Fitness. The 1998 Canadian Encyclopedia.
22 Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final Report (1994). THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of
Canada.
23

Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final Report (1994). THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of
Canada.
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for many other tourist market segments – particularly conference and general resort type
facilities.
Cycling
Cycling has long been a popular sport activity in North America. Approximately, 44% of
Ontario residents cycled at least once per month in 1992. In a recent study in Metropolitan
Toronto Parks, cyclist made up the largest user group accounting for 53% of all summer
pathway users. Cycling will continue to be strong in future.
Rollerblading
Rollerblading is a recent phenomenon that is widely popular in Canada. It is an activity that
is both a transportation and recreational activity.
According to the results of the
Metropolitan Toronto Parks study, however, this group accounted for less then 1% of trail
users. It should be noted that this activity is mostly performed on residential streets and so
the proportional use on trails should be less.
Camping
There are approximately 1,035 campgrounds operating in the province of Ontario, providing
over 120,000 camping sites. In 1991, more then 8 million visitors enjoyed Ontario’s
provincial parks, with 3 million visiting Algonquin Provincial Park alone. Activities that
are enjoyed while camping include birdwatching, hiking, canoeing, water sports and boating.
And although this time of outdoor activity will remain important, it is not expected to grow
in the future.
Gardening
In 1990, 40% of Canadian households did some form of outdoor improvement around their
residences, with an average expenditure of $600. In Ontario, the gardening industry is worth
$3 billion per year. Gardening is participated frequently at home and is becoming
increasingly incorporated into travel activities such as garden tours and horticultural visits.
Skiing
According to statistics from the Canadian Ski Council, one fifth of Canadians over 12 years
old have alpine skied and 9% of Canadians over 12 years old are considered active alpine
skiers. Active alpine skiers tend to be young, single males. Active skiers also tend to be
affluent, earning an average household income of $65,800. About on third of Canada’s
active alpine skiers live in Ontario.
Cross Country skiing has experienced growth in the recent past due to it association with the
aging population and the environment/outdoor recreation. In future, however, the rising cost
of ski equipment in addition to the necessity to travel to suitable ski areas will limit cross
country skiing to those who can travel and who can afford the expense of the sport.
Snowboarding
In 1992/1993, more then 9% of alpine ski hill lift users were snowboarders. Most
snowboarders have skied before participating in the sport. Moreover, 90% of snowboarders
are male. The snowboarding marketing tends to be quite young with 57% being 19 years of
age or younger and only 2% of snowboarders 36 years of age or older.
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Ice Sports
Ice Hockey is expected to be one of the slowest growth activities in the next 20 years.
Hockey appeals mostly to the 10-25 year old age group and this demographic is not expected
to experience much growth in the next 10 years.
Field Sports – Soccer and Slow Pitch
Field Sports such as soccer and slow-pitch are the fastest growing team sports in North
America. These sports, and to a lesser extent softball, will experience a participant increase
despite the fact that the young demographic of these sports will significantly increase in the
future. Factors such as global media attention, gender accessibility, low equipment costs
and safety risks, and flexible field requirements will contribute to their continued growth.

3.3

Trends in Recreation Facilities

Multi-purpose Facilities
There is an increasing public interest for recreational facilities that are oriented to all age
groups. Recreational facilities such as swimming pools and arenas will increasingly move
toward multi-purpose community centers with varied programming that meets the needs of
all community members – regardless of their age.24 Today’s facilities often have a strong
wellness focus and include revenue-generating amenities such as ATM’s, licensed food
services and pro-shops. Gymnasiums will become increasingly important features within
these facilities as opportunities for gym space in the schools is diminishing. Also, facilities
are being used to its potential during both winter and summer. Ice pads are being used in
summer months for ringette, in-line hockey and box lacrosse. The general public prefer
pools with warmer water and play amenities. However, the competitive or serious swimmers
prefer traditional rectangular pools with cooler water temperatures.25
Arts and Cultural Centres
The demographic make-up of a community is important when discussing the interest for Arts
and Cultural Centres. As sited in Tourism and Recreation Market and Product Trends –
Final Report, 56% of the attendance drawn at these facilities is from the local market, with
another 14% from the rest of Ontario. There is only a small proportion of attendance drawn
from the rest of Canada, the US or oversees resident markets.
The participation rate for
visits to museums and galleries is comparatively much lower for the resident Ontario market,
with approximately 4% of “Ontario resident person trips” including visits to museums or
galleries. Interestingly, the education level of travelers participating in cultural events is
much higher than that of all travelers. The Ontario Travel Monitor survey indicated that
57% of cultural event participants have at least some post secondary education compared to
46% of all travelers.

24

Tourism and Recreation Market and Production Trends: Final Report (1994). THE ECONOMIC PLANNING GROUP of
Canada.
25
dmA Plannning and Management Services (2001). Leisure Trend Information.
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According to dmA Planning and Management Services, participation in arts and cultural
activities is anticipated to grow in response to greater awareness and opportunity, increasing
affluence and education. Typically, adults aged 45 to 65 have been the most common
participants of these activities and with the rise of baby boomers, the interest in arts and
culture will continue to grow.
The lack of arts programming in the education system and
the acknowledgement that leisure extends beyond sports, is emphasizing the importance of
the arts in the community.
Cultural facilities that provide opportunities for crossprogramming, spectator activities and participation and skill development will be seen as
assets in a community.26

3.4

Impact of Recreation and Leisure Services on Economic Development

A community rich in recreation and leisure services impacts the community in a way that
radiates beyond a lifestyle choice to include the economic development of a community.
Communities that offer numerous and quality leisure opportunities will do two things:
attract people to the community (which can increase home sales and property values) and
generate jobs.27
For instance, communities with services such as lavish parks, trails, recreational playing
fields and indoor recreational facilities are appealing to many home consumers. According
to Klaus Rohrich, president of the consulting firm Taylor Rohrich Associates/Maturity
Marketing Inc, “The fact that somebody’s purchasing a home is secondary to what they’re
actually purchasing: a leisure lifestyle.” Nearly 100 families leave the Toronto area each
week in search of a resort lifestyle these communities rich in leisure opportunities seem to
And because this is an amenity that is being sought after, upscale recreational
offer.28
facilities such as golf, fishing, swimming, multi-purpose complexes and hiking often allow
homes in the area to fetch a considerable amount of money.

26 dmA
27

Plannning and Management Services (2001). Leisure Trend Information.
McGowan, Gary (2000). Special to the Edmonton Sun, the Park appeals to new home buyers. The Edmonton Sun.
28
Marketing the leisure lifestyle: adult lifestyle communities are booming as seniors embrace a promised life of ease (1998).
Marketing Magazine, Vol. 103.
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4.0 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES
The goal of the Master Plan process was to work with the community in order to identify
needs that can be addressed in future leisure service planning. To achieve this, a
comprehensive process to solicit public input was pursued. This process included a
community telephone survey, user group surveys and focus group sessions. This process was
extremely informative and served to ensure an accurate and comprehensive reflection of the
communities needs.

4.1

Community Telephone Survey

A community survey was conducted as part of the City of Pickering’s Culture and Recreation
Master Plan. The City of Pickering worked with dmA Planning and Management Services
to complete this portion of the Master Plan. dmA was responsible to code the survey, input
the data, run the statistical analysis and provide a final report on the findings. The City of
Pickering played a critical role in determining the survey questions and administering the
telephone survey to the community.
The telephone survey was conducted over a 5-week period beginning in mid December 2000
and ending in mid January 2001 by City of Pickering staff. The survey reflects 437
completed questionnaires administered to a random and proportionate, geographically
stratified, sample of residents, during December 2000 and January 2001. Please be advised
that the results reported below, regarding the telephone survey, was prepared and written by
dmA Planning and Management Services.
The telephone survey questions focused on the following areas:
•
•
•
•
•

Use of culture and recreation facilities in Pickering;
Recreation programs or activities in which adults, teens and children would like to
participate but do not;
Whether indoor and outdoor facilities and parks meet the needs of Pickering households;
Need for new culture and recreation facilities;
Willingness to financially support current and future recreation and culture facilities and
services;

4.1.1

Sample Methodology

A random, proportionate stratified sample of 2000 households was drawn using a sampling
software application29. A Postal Code map was used to identify homes in Pickering30, where

29

The application is called Street Smart that uses Ontario telephone numbers.
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telephone numbers alone were insufficient for the task. The sample was stratified based on
proportionate population numbers within various sections of Pickering. The survey target for
completed surveys was a minimum of 400. The survey process ensured that the completed
surveys were also proportionately stratified.
The 437 completed surveys provide a level of confidence of 95% (+/- 5%). Descriptive
analysis identified frequencies, measures of central tendencies, and groupings and cross
tabulations of selected variables.
4.1.2 Survey Analysis
Degree to Which Survey Sample Reflects City Population
A number of the survey questions were designed to identify key socio-demographic
information to determine the degree to which survey respondents reflect the sociodemographics of the City of Pickering. Responses are summarized in Table 4.1.1 below.
Table 4.1.1 Household Profile
Characteristic

Household Size
Household size of 1
Household size of 2
Household size of 3
Household size of 4
Household size of 5+
Refused/No Response

30

Survey
Households
(% of 437
hlds)
5%
24.5%
17.6%
33.9%
16.7%
2.3%

Percent of Households with Children Under
the Age of 18
5 or younger
6-10 years
11-14 years
15-17 years

54%
25.4%
30.3%
26.2%
18.1%

Commute to Work Outside of Pickering
Yes
No
No Response

85.1%
13.5%
1.4%

There are often discrepancies where some phone numbers listed within a municipality are actually geographically within
an adjacent municipality.
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Percent of Households with a Member of a
Volunteer
Community Group or Organization
Yes
No
Refused/No Response

27.5%
71.1%
1.4%

Annual Household Income (before taxes)
Under $35,000
$35,000-$49,999
$50,000-$74,999
$75,000-$99,999
Over $100,000
No Response/Do Not Know

4.6%
6.4%
16.7%
17.2%
25.6%
29.5%

Gender
Male
Female
Not Indicated31

35.9%
58.8%
5.3%

While the socio-demographic indicators provided by the City do not specifically correspond
to the questions asked in the survey, there is sufficient similarity between the survey sample
and the City of Pickering to accept the survey responses as indicative of the opinions of City
residents as a whole.
For example, approximately 93% of the survey population is composed of household sizes of
two or greater, indicating a strong propensity for “family units” rather than singles, with the
most common household sizes of survey respondents units of four and two. Households of
one were the least common. This information of course does not describe the family unit and
in some cases multi-person households represent single parent led family units. Census
information indicates that the majority of City households (80.1%) are traditional family
groupings, with another 10.4% reflecting single parent led families.
More than half of the survey sample (54%) had children under the age of 18 living at home
full time. This number is generally consistent with the higher than Provincial average of
young people in Pickering. A large proportion of these respondents have children between
the ages of 6 and 10 (30.3%).

31

Those conducting the questionnaires were asked to indicate whether they spoke to a male or female respondent. This was
not identified in approximately 5% of the completed surveys. However, even if all other respondents were male, female
respondents still reflect a slightly higher proportion of respondents.
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Over 58% of respondents who answered the question regarding family income reported
annual incomes over $50,000. Over 42% reported annual household incomes over $75,000.
Almost 30% of survey respondents chose not to answer this question. It is reasonable to
assume that some of these respondents will be in the higher income bracket so that the survey
sample can be said to be a reasonable indicator of the overall population with respect to
income levels.
Eighty-five percent of respondents commute to work outside Pickering and 27.5% of
households have a member of a volunteer community group or organization, which is slightly
lower than the national average of 31.4%32 (population over the age of 15). This suggests
that the average adult in Pickering is busy with work, commuting or family commitments.
Detailed Responses to Survey Questions
Familiarity with Pickering Culture and Recreation Services
Respondents were asked about their familiarity with the culture, parks and recreation
facilities and programs in the City of Pickering. Fifty-nine percent indicated that they are
“somewhat familiar” with the facilities and services available. Just under one quarter (24%)
indicated that they are “very familiar” while 16.7% are not at all familiar with the various
services and facilities available in the City of Pickering.
Use of Facilities
Respondents were asked if members of their household use culture or recreation facilities or
parks within the City of Pickering and 58.6% responded with “yes” while 40.3% responded
“no”. The following list identifies City facilities used by the respondents as well as different
recreational and cultural events in which the households participate. Facilities indicated most
often by survey respondents include the Pickering Recreation Complex, arenas, pools and
various parks throughout the City of Pickering.
•

Pickering Recreation Complex: Swimming, Kindergym, Squash, Fitness, Tennis, Hockey,
Aerobics, Racquetball, Yoga, Skating, Gymnasium, Camps;

•

Kinsmen Park

•

Arenas: Don Beer, Art Thompson, Recreation Complex Arenas;

•

Parks - Alex Robertson Trail, Lakefront Park, Douglas Park, Waterfront Park, Rouge
Park, Hydro Park, Dunmoore Park, Conservation Areas, Maple Ridge Park, Petticoat
Creek

•

Library

•

Claremont Ball Park/Community Centre

32

From the National Survey on Volunteering and Giving 1997.
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Various softball/baseball diamonds

•

Pools: Dunbarton Pool

•

Seniors Programs

•

Gymnasium – Volleyball-ESCC

•

Claremont Fitness

•

Ball Hockey Program

•

East Shore Community Centre

•

Golf Course

•

Skate park behind Recreation Complex, Vaughn Willard Public School

•

Soccer fields-Princess Diana Soccer Park

•

Tennis Courts-Glendale Tennis Club, Rosebank Tennis Courts

•

Health Club

•

Museum

November 2002

Advertising and Promotion
Respondents were asked whether they felt the City did enough to inform residents about the
parks and recreation facilities and programs available. A large percentage (74.8%) felt that
the City does enough while 17.4% felt that the City does not do enough to inform residents.
These respondents indicated that more advertising and promotion is generally needed and the
most common methods suggested were mailed flyers, ads in newspapers and more booklets.
The following are suggestions provided by respondents on ways the City can ensure they
inform residents of what is available.
•

Generally need to increase advertising and promotion, need to do more than just hand out
books;

•

Print more booklets

•

Place more newspaper, radio and television ads, use Pickering channel to advertise
events;

•

Mail out more flyers;

•

Send information home through the schools;

•

Place emphasis on special programs and parks (i.e. cultural events, parks, aerobics,
historical society meetings);

•

Use City newsletter or provide monthly newsletter

•

Use website more
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Participation
Adults
Respondents were asked whether there were any recreation programs or activities, which
they or other adults in their household would like to do in Pickering, but are not doing now.
More than half of respondents (60.6%) indicated “no” while 33.2% responded “yes”. Those
who responded “yes” were asked which programs or activities they or other adults in their
household would like to participate, and why they are not participating at this time. The list
below identifies programs or activities that respondents would like to participate in and the
reasons they are not participating.
Adult Programs/Activities Needed
Of those who responded “yes”, Activity
which programs or activities would Aquatic
you or the other ADULTS in your Arena
house like to participate?
Fitness
Interest Course
Other

Reason for not participating?

Reason
Lack of Time
Too Expensive
Lack of
Facilities
Lack of Programs
Lack of
Information
Lack of
Transportation
Other
No Response

4.8%
4.8%
4.8%
4.6%
17.4%

24.6%
4.8%
12.1%
16.9%
12.1%
0.5%
18.4%
10.6%

Respondents identified aquatic, arena, fitness and interest courses as the most common
programs/activities they would like to participate in. Aquatic programs include swimming
lessons, aquafit classes and public swims and arena activities identified include skating
lessons, public skating and hockey. A small proportion of respondents identified a desire to
participate in interest courses (i.e. language classes such as French and Spanish). The
following table lists other programs or activities identified.
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•

Cycling

•

Martial Arts

•

Squash

•

Badminton

•

Volleyball

•

Softball/baseball

•

Study languages and
cultures

•

Tennis

•

Elderly classes

•

Basketball

•

More adult events

•

Orchestra

•

Skiing

•

Private Clubs

•

Rock Climbing

•

Writing class

•

Photography

•

Tai Chi

•

Wellness

•

Ecology

•

Arts Council

•

Dancing
ballroom)

•

Dances

•

Outdoor skating

•

Health Club

•

Indoor soccer

•

Cricket

•

Yoga

•

Computer
courses

•

Golf

•

Free summer
programs

•

Relieve stress

•

Sports

•

Cooking classes

•

Racquetball Club

•

Walking group

•

Arts and Crafts

•

Archery

•

Birds of Flight

•

Outdoor skating
rink

•

Boat docking
facility

•

Music

•

Museums

•

Jazz clubs

(Country,

Lack of time was cited as the major reason for adults not participating in recreation programs
or activities followed by lack of programs, lack of facilities and lack of information. Other
reasons identified for adults not participating include:
•

Scheduling

•

Physically challenging

•

Equipment busy

•

Program full

•

No program

•

Over crowded

•

Instructor
consistent

•

Haven’t gotten around
to it

•

Not open Sunday

•

Injured

•

Not sure if they are
available

•

No instructors for line
dancing

not

Those who indicated “lack of time” as a reason for not participating were asked if they would
participate more often if these activities were available at different times of the day or week.
More than half (56.8%) indicated they would participate more if the activities were offered at
different times, 27.3% indicated “no” and 15.9% responded with “do not know”/”no
response”. Those who indicated they would participate more in these activities were asked
when they would most often have time available for leisure activities. These are listed
according to priority.
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Evening

•

Weekend

•

Morning classes

•

Afternoon

•

Open more

•

More activities during day

•

Various times

November 2002

Teens
The survey respondents were asked if they had teens, aged 13-17, living at their residence
full time and almost one quarter (23.6%) responded “yes”. Those with teens were asked
whether there are any recreation programs or activities that teens in their household would
like to do in Pickering, but are not doing now. More than half (59.2%) indicated “no” while
28.2% responded “yes”. Those who responded “yes” were asked which programs or
activities teens in their household would like to participate, and why they are not
participating at this time. Table 4.1.2 identifies programs or activities that teens would like to
participate in and the reasons they are not participating.
Table 4.1.2 Teens Programs/Activities Needed
Of those who responded “yes”, Activity
which programs or activities Weight
16.7%
TEENS in your house like to Training
participate?
Volleyball
10%
Drama Classes 6.7%
Other
66.7%
Reason for not participating?

Reason
Lack of Time
Too Expensive
Lack of
Facilities
Lack of
Programs
Lack of
Information
Other
No Response

5.7%
8.6%
14.3%
28.6%
11.4%
25.4%
5.7%

________________________________________________________________________

20

City of Pickering
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Services Master Plan

November 2002

Respondents identified weight training, volleyball and drama classes as the programs or
activities that teens in their household would most like to participate in. Other
programs/activities identified include:
•

Self Defence

•

Youth programs

•

Youth
centre

•

Karate/Judo

•

Teen dances

•

Archery

•

Generally offer more to
teens

•

Rowing Club

•

Fitness classes

•

Soccer

•

Dance
(hip
programs)

•

Leadership
programs

•

Fencing

•

Basketball

•

Horseback riding

•

Art

•

More special
programs

•

Swimming

hop

needs

Drop-in

Respondents cited lack of programs as the main reason why teens in their household are not
participating, followed by lack of facilities and lack of information. Other reasons cited
include:
•

Age restricts access

•

Need class on how to use equipment

•

No money

•

Changerooms not good

•

Program not available

Children
The survey asked respondents if they had children age 12 and under living with them full
time. Almost half (43.7%) had children living in their residence full time. These respondents
were asked whether there are any recreation programs or activities their children would like
to do in Pickering, but are not doing now. More than half (57.3%) indicated “no” while
39.6% responded “yes”. Those who responded “yes” were asked which programs or
activities children in their household would like to participate, and why they are not
participating at this time. The list below identifies programs or activities that children would
like to participate in and the reasons they are not participating.
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Children Programs/Activities Needed
Of those who responded “yes”, Activity
which programs or activities Aquatic
CHILDREN in your house like to Arena
participate?
Other
Reason
Lack of Time
Too Expensive
Lack of
Facilities
Lack of
Programs
Lack of
Information
Other
No Response

Reason for not participating?

28.4%
21.6%
50%

8.8%
2.5%
17.5%
26.3%
10%
28.8%
6.3%

Respondents identified aquatic and arena activities as the programs or activities that children
in their household would most like to participate in. Other programs/activities identified
include:
•

All programs

•

Teen dances

•

Girls
class

•

Art classes

•

Gymnastics

•

Tumbling Tots

•

Martial Arts

•

Squash

•

Racquetball

•

Music programs

•

Pre-school
programs

•

Roller skating

•

More day
camps

•

Children’s
jamboree

•

Soccer

•

Rock climbing

•

Volleyball

•

Cultural clubs

•

Golf

•

Cooking

•

Drama

•

Modeling

•

Basketball

•

Kickboxing

•

Babysitting course

camps/summer

dance
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Respondents cited lack of programs as the main reason why children in their household are
not participating in programs and activities, followed by lack of facilities and lack of
information. Other reasons identified by the respondents include:
•

Scheduling

•

Age of child

•

Time conflicts and
availability

•

Too late to start

•

Have not looked into
it

•

Changerooms not good

•

Would like programs outside regular
working hours

•

Injured

•

Child to young to play
soccer

•

Too young to participate in martial arts
classes

•

Rock climbing not
available

•

Dance programs too
competitive

•

Were not impressed with dance classes
offered

Indoor Recreation Facilities
Survey respondents were asked if, in their opinion, indoor culture or recreation facilities such
as arenas, indoor pools and community centres provided by the City adequately meet the
needs of their household. Almost three quarters (73.9%) indicated “yes” while 17.4%
indicated “no”. Those who indicated “no” were asked why facilities do not meet the needs of
their household and 34.9% indicated that Pickering does not have enough facilities. Other
most commonly identified reasons include existing facilities are poorly maintained or too
expensive to use.
Indoor Recreation Facilities
In your opinion do the indoor culture or Yes
recreation facilities such as arenas, indoor pools No
and community centres provided by the City of Don’t
Pickering adequately meet the needs of you Response
household?
If no, why not?

73.9%
17.4%
Know/No 8.7%

Not enough facilities
Too expensive
Too far from home
Poor air circulation
Not well advertised
Poorly maintained
Other
No Response

34.9%
7.5%
3.8%
1.9%
0.9%
8.5%
40.6%
1.9%
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The following is a list of other reasons why the indoor culture or recreation facilities do not
meet the needs of respondent households. A large majority of respondents indicated that
more facilities are needed (arenas, pools, outdoor ice pads) while some identified a lack of
programs.
•

Prefer leisure pool at McLean Centre: more
activities/equipment, warm water, nicer
atmosphere, family changeroom available

•

From Claremont no public
transportation to home or any other
hamlets

•

More public skating hours, reduced family
rates, swimming fee up always never same
rates

•

Pool a bit too deep

•

Larger complex

•

More arenas needed

•

Not enough arena and ball diamonds

•

Flexible hours needed

•

Swimming pool overbooked, adult swimming
classes too late at night

•

Need more activities in daytime

•

Not enough for older teens or adults

•

Lack of programs

•

Facilities too small

•

More program dates available, fill up
too quickly

•

Pools are inadequate for those over the age of
6

•

O’Brien Arena does not have heat

•

More swimming lessons should be offered

•

More indoor and outdoor skating
rinks

•

Theatre needed

•

More heat in the arenas

•

Very little family times available at arenas,
too much hockey

•

Changerooms inadequate

•

Warmer water at recreation centre needed

•

Current gyms too small and smell bad

•

Poor ice quality-Art Thompson

•

More pools

•

Bigger hall facilities needed

•

Articles stolen, facilities are not
family oriented

•

User fees need to be changed

•

Golf classes needed

•

Higher diving boards at pools

•

Washroom facilities are poor

•

Larger weight rooms needed

Outdoor Recreation Facilities
Survey respondents were asked if, in their opinion, outdoor recreation facilities such as ball
fields, soccer fields and tennis courts provided by the City of Pickering adequately meet the
needs of their household. More than half (62.5%) indicated “yes” while 20.1% indicated
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“no”. Those who indicated “no” were asked why these facilities do not meet the needs of
their household. Thirty-seven percent indicated that Pickering does not have enough facilities
and 25% indicated the existing facilities are poorly maintained. The following is a list of
other responses provided:
Outdoor Recreation Facilities
In your opinion do the outdoor recreation Yes
facilities such as ball fields, soccer fields and No
tennis courts provided by the City of Pickering Don’t
adequately meet the needs of you household?
Response
If no, why not?

62.5%
20.1%
Know/No 17.4%

Not enough facilities
Too expensive
Lack of parking
Too far from home
Don’t
provide
services
and
programs we use
Poorly maintained
Other
No Response

37%
1.9%
0.9%
1.9%

2.8%
25%
27.8%
2.8%

The following is a list of other reasons why outdoor recreational facilities do not meet the
needs of respondent households. A small proportion of respondents indicated that there is
little availability at existing facilities therefore new facilities are needed.
•

Baseball-lights not maintained

•

Not enough hours available for
baseball

•

Drainage on ball
field

•

Parks vandalized and not safe

•

Tennis courts needed

•

Lack of washroom

•

Parks not well maintained

•

Outdoor rink needed

•

Hard to access into
leagues

•

Have to book facilities in
advance

•

More baseball fields

•

Tennis courts not
available

•

No swings at playgrounds

•

Not enough parks in east end

•

Games are too late

•

No soccer field availability for
15 year old boys

•

Soccer fields needed

•

Facilities not
designed properly

•

Need more public tennis courts

•

Facilities are run down, will
start looking like more of a city
with better facilities

•

Skating rink
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•

Dunbarton Tennis courts need
nets

•

Soccer fields need to be
maintained and need more
parking

•

Basketball nets in parks are
needed

•

Outdoor facilities are crowded

•

More spectator
seating

Parks
Survey respondents were asked if, in their opinion, parks provided by the City adequately
meet the needs of their household. Three quarters (75.1%) indicated “yes” while 16%
indicated “no”. Those who indicated “no” were asked why these facilities do not meet the
needs of their household. Just under one quarter (Note: this is ¼ of 16%) (22%) indicated
that Pickering does not have enough parkland, 13.2% indicated that the parks are poorly
maintained and 12.1% indicated that the parkland lacks playground equipment.
Adequacy of Pickering Parks
In your opinion do the parks in Pickering Yes
adequately meet the needs of you household?
No
Don’t
Response
If no, why not?

75.1%
16%
Know/No 9%

Not enough parkland
Poorly maintained
Lack of Parking
Park
facilities
inadequate
Too far from home
Lack of playground
equipment
Other
No Response

22%
13.2%
3.3%
6.6%
5.5%
12.1%
35.2%
2.2%
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The following is a list of other reasons why parks in the City of Pickering do not meet the
needs of the respondents’ households. Few answers to this question were duplicated although
four respondents did indicate need for more parks.
•

Outdoor skating rink

•

Near WSCC – no park in area

•

Bicycle paths needed

•

More supervision

•

Garbage a factor in Maple Ridge and
Pine Ridge Park

•

More outdoor pools in the parks

•

Need better waterfront

•

Too many young people hanging around

•

Fees too high (Petticoat Creek)

•

No swings last summer

•

Would like to see more parks built

•

Whitby and Ajax have better biking and
walking paths

•

No walking trails

•

No need to take down swings and slides

•

More parks for camping

•

Dog parks

•

More playgrounds

•

Parks not conducive to play

•

Not enough for middle age children 11-14
years

•

Fox Hollow Park – never used, not a nice
park

•

Vandalism is a problem

•

Bike paths in Altona/Finch area

•

Should not have to pay to get into parks

•

Parks are crowded

•

Animals always off leash

•

More indoor plumbing in parks

•

More basketball nets

•

Modifications to playgrounds too much

•

Seating in parks
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New Culture or Recreation Facilities
Respondents were asked if there were any new culture or recreation facilities needed in the
City of Pickering. Over half (55.5%) of those surveyed indicated there were not, while 30.3%
indicated there were additional facility needs. Those who indicated “yes” were asked which
facilities were needed and the following list indicates these responses in order of priority
based on percentages:
•

Outdoor Rinks
16.6%

•

Arena 15.2%

•

Recreation Complex
9.7%

•

Theatre 6.2%

•

Baseball Diamonds 4.8%

•

Parks 4.8%

•

Trails 3.5%

•

Indoor/Outdoor Soccer
3.5%

•

Outdoor Pool 2.8%

•

Lit Basketball
Courts 2.8%

•

Senior
Facilities/Programs 2.1%

•

Teen Activities 2.1%

•

Indoor Track
Facility 2.1%

•

Golf Courses 2.1%

•

Art Gallery 1.4%

•

Museum 1.4%

•

Orchestra 1.4%

•

Skate Park 1.4%

•

Wading Pool 1.4%

•

Rollerblade Park 1.4%

•

Tennis Courts 1.4%

•

Cultural Facility
1.4%

The following facilities were also mentioned:
•

Drama Club

•

Curling Rink

•

Community Hall

•

Multi-purpose
Parks

•

Art Facilities

•

Water Parks

•

Gun Club

•

Bigger
Gymnasium

•

Performing Arts Centre

•

Motorcross Track

•

Tourist
Attractions

•

Clubhouse
Creek Park

•

Conference
Centre

•

Horseshoe Pit

•

Outdoor Entertainment
Venues

•

Entertainment
Centre

at

Pine
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Use of Facilities Outside of Pickering
Respondents were asked whether members of their household use culture or recreation
facilities or parks outside the City of Pickering, on a regular basis. More than half (65.7%)
indicated they did not, while 32.7% indicated “yes”. Those who identified “yes” were asked
to indicate the types of facilities and/or parks, where they are located and why they travel
outside of Pickering. The following table indicates areas outside of Pickering the respondents
identified and the percent that travel to these areas to use their facilities.
Facility Use Outside Pickering
Municipality
Percent
Ajax
28.5%
Scarborough
24.4%
Toronto
13.4%
Whitby
8.1%
Stouffville
2.9%
Markham
2.9%
Oshawa
1.7%
Uxbridge
1.2%
Other
16.9%
A large percentage of respondents identified Ajax, Scarborough and Toronto as areas outside
of Pickering where they use recreational or cultural facilities. Other areas respondents
identified include:
•

Newmarket

•

Barrie

•

Bowmanville

•

Brampton

•

Bobcaygeon

•

Brooklin

•

North York

•

Blackstock

•

Haliburton

•

Richmond
Hill

•

Don Mills

•

Oakville

•

Bradford

•

Downsview

•

Peterborough

The facilities used in these areas varied with the most common facilities identified as pools,
arenas, soccer facilities, trails, ballparks, tennis courts and theatres. The reasons for travel
also varied with the most common reasons being: not available in Pickering, better facility,
familiar with the facility, close to work, family and friends live there and availability of
programs. A detailed description can be found in Section 4.1.3 (page 36).
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Customer Service and Financial Support
Respondents were asked the extent to which they agreed with a series of statements
regarding customer service and financial support to culture and recreation services in
Pickering. Respondents used a scale of 1 to 5, where 1=strongly disagree and 5=strongly
agree, to respond to the statements in the Table below. Responses indicate the percentage of
respondents agreeing with each statement.
Almost three quarters of the respondents agreed or strongly agreed, that the customer service
in Pickering parks and recreation facilities is very good.
More than half of survey respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement
that they would accept reduced parks and recreation services as a means to avoid raising
taxes. Just less than half of all respondents indicated that they would be willing to pay higher
taxes to ensure that the current level of parks and recreation facilities continue to be
provided.
Thirty-five percent agreed or strongly agreed with the statement that they would pay higher
user fees to ensure that the current level of parks and recreation facilities continue to be
maintained. One third (33.2%) disagreed or strongly disagreed, while 29.7% were neutral to
the concept of paying higher user fees to maintain current service levels.
Forty-four percent of respondents disagreed or strongly disagreed to paying higher taxes to
help support new facility development. Thirty-five percent of respondents agreed or strongly
agreed with the concept of paying higher user fees for new facility development, while 37.3%
disagreed or strongly disagreed.
Almost half (43.9%) of respondents indicated they would be willing to contribute to a
fundraising project to support the development of new parks and recreation facilities.
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Level of Agreement Regarding Customer Service and Financial Support
Statement

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

The quality, friendliness and
general customer service in
Pickering parks and recreation
facilities is very good
I would accept reduced parks
and recreation services from the
City of Pickering as a means to
avoid raising our taxes
I would be willing to pay higher
taxes to ensure that the current
level of parks and recreation
facilities continue to be provided
I would be willing to pay higher
user fees to ensure that the
current level of parks and
recreation facilities continue to
be provided
I would be willing to pay
higher taxes to help support new
facility development
I would be willing to pay
higher user fees to support the
development of new parks and
recreation facilities
I would be willing to contribute
to a fundraising project to support
the development of new parks
and recreation facilities

Strongly
Agree
(%)

Agree
(%)

Neutral
(%)

Disagree
(%)

Strongly
Disagree
(%)

Not
Applicable
(%)

35.2%

35.7%

17.4%

1.8%

0.5%

9.4%

11%

7.8%

18.3%

15.3%

44.2%

3.4%

10.3%

16.7%

27.2%

15.3%

27.5%

3%

13.7%

21.3%

29.7%

11%

22.2%

2.1%

10.5%

13.7%

28.6%

17.4%

26.8%

3%

15.3%

19.7%

25.4%

14.9%

22.4%

2.3%

20.1%

23.8%

27%

11.4%

15.3%

2.3%

The survey responses indicate that Pickering residents are generally satisfied with the level of
customer service they receive at City facilities. More than half of respondents would not
accept reduced services by the City of Pickering as a means to avoid raising taxes and almost
of half of respondents agreed or strongly agreed to contributing to fundraising efforts to
support new developments. Just over one quarter of respondents agreed to paying higher user
fees for current services while one quarter agreed to paying higher user fees for new
development.
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Responses to methods of paying for maintenance or enhancement of services were cross
tabulated with the age variable to determine if levels of taxation, fees etc., and desired level
of service, varied by specific age group.
Reduced Level of Service and Tax Increase Avoidance
•

More than half of respondents aged 30-59 disagreed or strongly disagreed;

•

Just less than half of respondents over the age of 60 agreed or strongly agreed;

•

Just less than half of respondents under the age of 29 disagreed or strongly disagreed.
Accepting Reduced Parks and Recreation Services as a Means to Avoid
Raising Taxes Vs. Age Groups
Strongly
Disagree
Neither
Agree
Strongly
Disagree
Agree nor
Agree
Disagree
Under 29
28.8%
18.6%
37.3%
6.8%
8.5%
30-59
60+

49.7%

15.9%

16.9%

7.8%

9.7%

41%

5.1%

5.1%

10.3%

35.9%

Maintained Level of Service and Support for Tax Increases
•

More than half of respondents under the age of 29 disagreed or strongly disagreed;

•

39.6% of respondents between the ages of 30 and 59 disagreed or strongly disagreed;

•

38.6% of respondents over the age of 60 disagreed or strongly disagreed.
Willingness to Pay Higher Taxes to Ensure the Current Level of Parks
and Recreation Facilities Continues Vs. Age Group
Strongly
Disagr
Neither
Agree
Strongly
Disagree
ee
Agree nor
Agree
Disagree
Under 29
40%
20%
26.7%
13.3%
0%
30-59

25.8%

13.8%

42.3%

16.2%

9.8%

60+

22.7%

15.9%

25%

22.7%

13.6%

Willingness to Pay Higher User Fees to Preserve Level of Service
•

More than half of respondents under the age of 29 neither agreed nor disagreed;

•

38.3% of respondents between the ages of 30 and 59 agreed or strongly agreed;

•

45% of respondents over the age of 60 disagreed or strongly disagreed.
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Willingness to Pay Higher User Fees to Ensure the Current Level of
Parks and Recreation Facilities Continues Vs. Age Group
Strongly
Disagr
Neither
Agree
Strongly
Disagree
ee
Agree nor
Agree
Disagree
Under 29
13.3%
6.7%
53.3%
13.3%
13.3%
30-59

21.6%

10.4%

29.8%

24.2%

14.1%

60+

32.5%

12.5%

25%

15%

15%

The cross tabulations indicate that a significant proportion of the responding seniors
population are willing to accept reduced service levels to avoid raising taxes while more than
half of those aged 30-59 and just less than half of those under the age of 29 disagreed. It
appears that a significant proportion of each age group would not pay higher taxes for the
current level of service provided. Approximately half of all seniors would not pay higher user
fees for current service levels, while one third of adults between the ages of 30 and 59 agreed
to paying higher user fees.

4.1.3

Discussion and Summary

The following summary points highlight the main findings of the community survey.
•

A large majority of survey respondents are familiar with and use the various services and
facilities provided by the Culture and Recreation Division. A number of suggestions were
made on additional methods of promotion to ensure residents are well informed of
services and facilities. These included advertising more through the radio, newspaper and
television, mailing out more flyers and increased use the City’s website.

•

Approximately one third of adults responding to the survey indicated that there are
additional programs in which they would like to, but are not now participating. These
include aquatic, arena, fitness and interest courses. The main reason for non-participation
for these adults (noted by almost 60%), was lack of time. There were suggestions that
programs be offered during the evening, weekends and mornings would be preferable. We
understand that the City

does offer this variety of times and while a review of how many programs are offered during
non-work times an assessment of promotion activities may be in order to ensure residents
understand the available opportunities.
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•

The survey indicates that 28.2% of teens would like to participate in programs and
activities in which they are not currently participating. Respondents identified weight
training, volleyball and drama classes as the programs or activities that teens would like
most to participate in. Lack of programs, lack of facilities and lack of information were
identified as the main reasons why teens do not participate.

•

The survey indicates that 39.6% of children would like to participate in programs and
activities in which they are not currently participating. Aquatic and arena activities were
identified as the most popular activities for greater participation. As with teens lack of
programs, lack of facilities and lack of information were cited as the main reasons why
children do not participate.

•

Most respondents indicated that the indoor culture and recreation facilities (73.9%), the
outdoor facilities (62.5%), and parks (75.1%) in the City of Pickering, meet the needs of
their household. Those who indicated that the facilities did not meet the needs of their
household commented that existing facilities were poorly maintained, lack of amenities
such as playground equipment, or are too expensive to use. Specific facilities in these
categories were not identified and we note that these comments may reflect one or a few
comments and do not necessarily reflect the feelings of the 26% of respondents who feel
the City’s facilities do not meet their needs

•

Approximately one third of respondents indicated that new culture or recreation facilities
are needed in the City of Pickering. The top three facilities indicated were outdoor skating
rinks, arenas and multi-purpose recreation complexes.

•

A large proportion of respondents agreed or strongly agreed that the quality, friendliness
and general customer service in Pickering was very good.

•

Less than one quarter of those surveyed would accept reduced parks and recreation
services from the City as a means to avoid raising taxes although approximately one
quarter would be willing to pay higher taxes to ensure the current level of services is
maintained.

•

Almost half of respondents would be willing to contribute to a fundraising project to
support the development of new parks and recreation facilities

•

One third of respondents would be willing to pay higher user fees for current services
while one third would also be willing to pay higher user fees to support new development.
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4.1.4 Additional Survey Information
Culture, Recreation Facilities or Parks Used Outside the City of Pickering
Municipality
Facility
Reason for Travelling
Ajax
McLean Centre
Better Facility (Family Changeroom, Warm,
Closer) Showers
More Activities
Nicer
Meets needs of family
Cleaner
Not available in Pickering
YMCA
Not available in Pickering
Skiing
Baseball Fields
Pools Ajax Pool
More free sponsors from Tim Horton’s
during Christmas
Bigger pool
Prefer to use that pool
Ajax Tennis Dome
Easy to get the time
Like the program
Better Quality (pool, changerooms)
Ajax Community
Centre
Better Facility
Boxing
Arenas
Ringette team
Parks-Waterfront
Know where it is
Soccer
Signed up there
Outdoor Skating
Better facilities
Young Singers
Pickering does not have choir
Swimming
Agincourt Pool
Better variety, cheerful
Gym
Walking, Biking
More inviting, accessible and more parking
Paths
Private facilities
Not available in Pickering
________________________________________________________________________
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Whitby

Stouffville

Uxbridge
Markham

Facility
Iroquois Park
North Whitby
Skiing
Indoor - Soccer City
Parks-Waterfront
Park
Pools
Lacrosse
Tai Chi
Arena
Private facilities
Arena
Ball parks
Walking Trails
Arena
Cross country skiing
Gym
Hockey
Canoeing Course

November 2002

Reason for Travelling
Better Facility (Family Changerooms)
Better Facility (Family Changeroom)
Indoor soccer
Know where it is

Outdoors
Not happy with Pickering’s facilities
Ringette Team
Not available in Pickering
Family & friends are there
Family & friends are there
Closer
Groomed, kept clean, different
People interested in them
Enjoyment
Close to work
Suitable Hockey League
Interest in the course
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Scarborough

Facility
Arenas--Heron Park

Public Skating
Variety Village

Ball Hockey
Parks-Adams Park
Rouge Valley

Pools
Ball Parks

Scarborough

Bike Paths
Indoor Soccer
Recreation Facilities
Beach volleyball
Various programs
Basketball
Model club
Tennis

Oshawa

Symphony Orchestra
Arenas

Toronto

Live Theatre
Art Gallery
U of T Facilities
Gyms
Volleyball
Arenas
Music lessons
Parks
Variety of programs

November 2002

Reason for Travelling
Hockey
Availability
Like them better
Over 100 Pickering kids play in this league
Less expensive
Rink free, better hours available
Has indoor track
Better programs, more accessible for special
needs
Suitable league
Close-Familiar with them
Enjoy it
Cycling
Different
Availability
Nice outdoor facility
Baseball team
Better calibre diamonds
Better facilities
Not available in Pickering
Closer to home
Not available in Pickering
Not available in Pickering
Free
Free
More courts available

Not available in Pickering
Hockey
Power Skating
Not available in Pickering
Not available in Pickering
Go to school there
Work there
Much easier to join
Cheaper, better programs
Not available in Pickering
Nicer
Programs available
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Municipality
Newmarket

Facility
Arenas

Barrie

Arenas
Pools
Arenas
Arenas
Park
Soccer
Arena
Tennis club
Blackstock Arena
Gun & Rock Club
Art Thompson
Baseball
Arena
Pools
Motorcross
Parks

Bowmanville
Brampton
Bobcaygeon
Brooklin
North York
Blackstock
Haliburton
Pickering
Richmond Hill
All over

Trent
Ottawa and
London

Peterborough
Cobourg
Don Mills
Oakville
Bradford
Downsview

Baseball Diamonds
Arenas
Ringette
Soccer
Arenas
Skiing
Soccer
YMCA
Basketball
Pools
Skating/arenas
Baseball
Private facilities

November 2002

Reason for Travelling
Rec Hockey
Ringette Team
Rec Hockey
Have family there
Rec Hockey
Rec Hockey
Cottage
Close
Plays from friends before
More arena time then in Pickering
Much easier to join, no hassles
Games
Hockey
Not available in Pickering
Don’t have one
No mountain bike trails in Pickering
Better water facilities
Baseball team
Hockey
Sports teams

Not enough of age groups
Sister lives there
Not available in Pickering
Have family there
Son lives there
Not available in Pickering
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Other Responses Related to Level of Service and Payment
The following is a list of other responses noted by survey participants.
•

Bathroom in each park should be standard

•

Not in to user fees

•

Develop new areas for disabled people

•

Taxes are already high enough can’t afford to pay anymore

•

Complex needs to expand (fitness area)

•

Would like to implement a drop in Tai Kwon Do program for children and youth without
a program fee, if the city would donate the space

•

Live theatre with dinner would be nice

•

Pickering Recreation Centre – music not appropriate, suggested using CD, or change the
stations by the hour

•

Update the pool in recreation centre, put in slide, better lighting, put in sauna

•

More seniors programs

•

There seems to be a gap in programs provided more those aged 11-13. Most programs are
for younger or older youth

•

Pickering Recreation Centre very good

•

Soccer registration is crazy

•

Finish park changes and add benches along the trail

•

Finish water front trail

•

Find another way to distribute info i.e. post in paper that they are at the complex for pick
up

•

Look at infrastructure in Pickering to provide new facilities

•

More thing for teens (not just drop in centres)

•

More and better baseball facilities

•

Lacking outdoor activities, advanced trails

•

Worn equipment in the gym

•

Decrease fees

•

Believes there is a lot of unused parkland

•

Lower rates for seniors at the recreation complex

•

Need mom and tots skating during the day

•

Strongly stressing idea that taxes shouldn’t be raised to build arena/facilities only to have
children staying out late
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•

Take trade centre down and build new recreation centre in its place with an attached hotel

•

Outdoor rinks are needed

•

Concerns about losing small town feel

•

Good job overall

•

More day care services especially under 18 months of age

•

Toronto does not charge user fees, so why does Pickering?

•

Have appreciated the services provided-continue the level of service

•

More sidewalks at waterfront for walking and biking

•

More skating time for people during public times

•

Pickering waterfront is underdeveloped-need bridge over Petticoat Creek

•

Website needs improvement

•

Pickering needs to change image to promote its recreation and culture activities

•

Really important to keep prices reasonable and to fix up the gyms

•

Need more programs for teens and children

•

More hockey rinks required

•

Would like to see the City offer a daycare program

•

More marketing aimed at teens

•

More facilities and programs

•

Swimming lessons should be categorized by skill level, not age

•

Funding should be coming from provincial lotteries and supporting recreation facilities

•

Impose a levy on developers to support parks and facilities required in the developed area

•

Smaller groups and areas like museum programs are appealing

•

More programs in schools so that they are more spread out throughout the City, instead of
one centralized area

•

Not satisfied with some instructors-suggested a questionnaire be provided at the end of
each session

•

Heater in rink at recreation centre needs to be fixed

•

Would like to see more information on programs available

•

Direct bus connection would be useful, makes travel to facilities much easier

•

Lacking cultural activities

•

Never enough room in leagues because they fill up so fast, bigger leagues are needed

•

Raising taxes is a mismanagement of money, taxes are used for the wrong things

•

Pickering Centre too crowded

•

City is doing a great job, we get everything we ask for but pay too much taxes
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•

More pamphlets should be distributed

•

More diversified programs are needed

•

Increase dance and music programs

•

Not enough parking at recreation centre

•

More programs needed for those 55+ in the evenings

•

Shower facilities are not good, would like single shower stalls and upgraded facilities

4.2 User Group Surveys
Several user group surveys were developed and distributed to specific cross-sections of the
Pickering community. The purpose of these surveys was primarily to identify the current and
future needs of these respective user groups. The user groups surveyed included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sport Organizations
Arts Organizations
Cultural Associations
Special Needs Community
Special Needs Service providers
Community (Ratepayers) Associations (this group was asked to submit a Brief only)

In order to solicit information that is relevant to each user group, different and uniquely
tailored surveys were developed that was relevant to each user group listed above.
However, despite their differences, each survey still served to provide information on current
memberships, participation trends and facility needs.
The information collected was
invaluable in identifying the needs of these organizations and the role the City can play in
supporting their development.

4.2.1 Sport Organizations
In August 2000, user group surveys were mailed to 35 sport user groups that operate within
the City of Pickering. These groups use such Pickering facilities as arenas, pools, outdoor
fields and tennis courts. In total, 23 surveys were completed and returned and in nearly all
cases a one-on-one meeting was held between user group representatives and City staff to
review the results of the survey in detail. These surveys were instrumental in providing
valuable information as it relates to facility scheduling, current memberships and
participation trends as well as current and future facility needs.
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Sport User Group Survey Respondents:
Arena Facility User Groups
• Pickering Figure Skating Club
• Pickering Hockey Association
• Pickering Old-Timers Hockey Association
• Durham West Girls Hockey Association
• Pickering Ladies Broomball League
Outdoor Facility User Groups
• Pickering Heat Fastball Association
• Pickering Baseball Association
• Pickering Softball Association
• Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch League
• Pickering Recreational Fastball Association
• West Pickering Ladies Slo-Pitch
• Pickering Cricket Club
• Pickering Soccer Club
• Pickering Tennis Council
• Dunmoore Tennis Club
• Glendale Tennis Club
• South Pickering Lawn Bowling Club
• Dolphins Football
Indoor Facility User Groups
• Pickering Men’s Basketball
• Pickering Squash Club
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club
Aquatic Facility User Groups
• Pickering Swim Club
• Special Children’s Swim Program
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Current Membership and Participation Trends:
Currently in Pickering, there are a variety of sport organizations that provide sport
opportunities for residents of all ages and abilities. The sport organizations range in
membership from 28 members (Cricket Club) to 3,728 members (Pickering Soccer Club).
The majority of sport user groups (70%) that responded to the survey identified that they
were able to accommodate additional participants. However, the Pickering Hockey
Association, Pickering Soccer Club, West Pickering Ladies Slo-Pitch, Special Children’s
Swim Program, Pickering Swim Club, Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club and Pickering
Heat Fastball all sited that they were unable to accommodate additional participants in all or
part of their program. This fact is evidenced by the waiting list that exists to participate in
each of these sport user groups. The waiting list ranges from 8 (West Pickering Slow-Pitch)
to 160 (Pickering Soccer Club).
The majority of sport user groups that responded to the survey also indicated that their
membership has primarily remained stable over the last 3 to 5 years.

Table 4.2.1
Participation in the last 3 to 5 years
Increased
Decreased
Pickering
Hockey Pickering
Baseball
Association (24%)
Association (20-30%)
Pickering Soccer Club (21%) Pickering
Softball
Association (10%)
Pickering
Cricket
Club
(30%)
Pickering Heat Fastball
Pickering Swim Club (10%)
South
Pickering
Lawn
Bowling Club (30%)
Durham West Girls Hockey
Association (doubled in size
over past 5 years)
Dolphins Football (20%)

Remained Stable
Pickering Figure Skating
Club
Pickering
Recreational
Fastpitch Association
Glendale Tennis Club
Pickering Squash Club
Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch
League
Pickering Men’s Basketball
West Pickering Ladies SloPitch
Pickering
Old-Timers
Hockey Association
Dunmoore Tennis Club
Special Children’s Swim
Program
Pickering Ladies Broomball
League
Pickering
Aerials
Gymnastics Club
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Please Note: some sport user groups explained that their membership has remained stable not
due to a lack of interest within the community but due to an inability to accommodate more
players with the current facilities available to them (ie. Pickering Aerials Gymnastic Club,
West Pickering Ladies Slo-Pitch).
With respect to anticipated participation in the next 3 to 5 years, the sport user groups were
divided equally between projecting a growth in participation and projecting their
membership will remain stable. Sport user groups that sited an anticipated participation
growth attributed this to projected Pickering population growth and the emergence of their
team sports as a future leisure trend. Once again, some sport user groups that predicted that
membership would remain stable did so because of their current facility arrangements and
their inability to accommodate more people with this arrangement.

Table 4.2.2
Participation in the next 3 to 5 years
Increase
Decrease
Pickering
Hockey
Association (19%)
Pickering Soccer Club (34%)
Pickering Cricket Club
(5-10%)
Pickering
Recreational
Fastpitch Association (30%)
Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch
(2%)
Pickering
Squash
Club
(10%)
Pickering Swim Club (10%)
Pickering
Aerials
Gymnastics Club
South
Pickering
Lawn
Bowling Club
Pickering
Softball
Association (12%)
Durham West Girls Hockey
Association (20%)
Dolphins Football (40%)

Remain Stable
Pickering Figure Skating
Club
Pickering
Baseball
Association
Glendale Tennis Club
Pickering Heat Fastball
Association
Pickering Men’s Basketball
West Pickering Ladies SloPitch
Dunmoore Tennis Club
Special Children’s Swim
Program
Pickering Ladies Broomball
League
Pickering
Old-Timers
Hockey Club
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Facility Scheduling and Use:
The majority of sport user groups (95%) that participated in this survey utilize primarily
municipally owned and operated facilities that include arenas, soccer fields, baseball
diamonds, tennis courts, soccer fields, football fields, pools and squash courts. Some sport
user groups use facilities that were not owned by the municipality in an effort to offset their
facility needs (Pickering Hockey Association and Durham West Girls Hockey Association –
Art Thompson Arena, Pickering Village Arena, Ajax Community Centre, Pickering Soccer
Club – Dunbarton Soccer Field, Pickering Men’s Basketball – Dunbarton High School Gyms
and West Pickering Ladies Slo-Pitch – Hydro Park, Pickering Recreational Fastpitch
Association – Hydro Parks, Pickering Swim Club – Dunbarton Pool & Weight Room,
Dolphins Football – 8 different fields across Ajax and Pickering). And lastly, the Pickering
Aerials Gymnastics Club exclusively use a privately owned facility which they lease because
a suitable facility is not available through the municipality.
The majority of sport user groups (65%) that responded to this survey identified that they
were unable to meet their current needs with the existing facilities. The groups responded
that they were limited by facility cost, facility space and facility availability.
Facility Cost
• Pickering Soccer Club
• Pickering Cricket Club (need to renovate trailer)
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (the high lease cost of commercial building
space coupled with ongoing facility maintenance costs and property taxes make it
virtually impossible to afford a larger commercial facility)
• Durham West Girls Hockey Association (required to purchase private facility ice
time at extremely high rates to sustain program)
Facility Space
• Glendale Tennis Club (facility does not meet needs of 700 members, requesting
to take over the Sandy Beach Tennis Club, inadequate parking)
• Pickering Hockey Association (dressing rooms at Don Beer Arena are too small,
poor toilet facilities – female participants placed in dressing rooms with urinals)
• Pickering Old-Timers Hockey Club (prefer ice time from Monday to Thursday
and would like larger dressing rooms at Don Beer Arena)
• Pickering Soccer Club (outdoor fields – need quality regulation sized fields with
lights, indoor fields – too small, poor floor and wall surface; indoor fields – need
indoor soccer complex with 2 indoor soccer fields)
• Pickering Baseball Association (inadequate parking)
• Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch League (regulation sized diamonds – diamonds are
now 270 ft long but need to be 300 ft. long)
• Pickering Swim Club (need more swim lanes)
• Pickering Squash Club (doubles court would be beneficial to members)
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Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (Gymnastics is a very equipment intensive
sport. Approximately 90% of the current 11,000 square foot facility is directly
allocated to program use. This results in limited change room space for girls, no
change room for boys (they use washroom), congested waiting area and athletes
eating in the hallway. At least an additional 5,000 square feet is required to
accommodate the current program operation).
Pickering Softball Association (regulation sized diamonds to accommodate slow
pitch, inadequate parking at some locations)
Dolphins Football (fields without sport specific dimensions and markings,
lighting upgraded and changerooms and storage space for football at Kinsmen
Park)

Facility Availability
• Pickering Baseball Association (need regulation sized diamonds with lights)
• Pickering Hockey Association (lack of arenas)
• West Pickering Ladies Slo-Pitch (need more diamonds)
• Pickering Heat Fastball Association (need more diamonds for practice, play and
tournaments, better washrooms for female participants)
• Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch (regulation sized diamonds with lights)
• Pickering Soccer Club (need more regulation sized lit outdoor and indoor soccer
fields, need exclusive use of fields so the fields can be sporadically taken out of
the schedule and be allowed to rest and rehabilitate)
• Pickering Swim Club (need more swim lanes and longer swim time)
• Pickering Softball Association (need more diamonds at one location)
• Durham West Girls Hockey Association (lack of ice time)
• Pickering Squash Club (more courts are required during current hours – 2 more
courts at Rec. Complex would ease problem)
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (the gymnastics club is the exclusive user of a
leased commercial facility. As a result, programming takes place 7 days a week,
year round. However, young girls are the main program participants and as such
the club is restricted to end programming in the early evening so that the girls and
their parents feel more comfortable with personal safety. Also the facility is not
air conditioned and this limits the extent of gymnastics programming in the
summer months)
• Dolphins Football (feel that soccer is given priority over available fields)
• The Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club were asked to complete the Cultural
Survey for the Master Plan. It that survey, however, they were asked about their
Bocce Ball program. The Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club indicated that their
Bocce facility is unable to meet their existing and future program needs due to
the fact that it is an outdoor facility only. This restricts Bocce play to mild
weather only and restricts participation during the winter months where play is
desired.
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The sport user groups were asked to identify the number of hours required to
accommodate their existing program. The chart below identifies their response.
Table 4.2.3
Number of Hours Required for Existing Programs
Sport
Group

User

Facility
Required

F/W/S

No

354

20

Su

Yes

Tennis

135

24

S

Yes

Fastball
baseball

16

24

S/W/F

No

Ball
Diamonds

Softball

300

17

S/Su/F

Yes

Lit
Slow-pitch
diamond
Ice Pad

Slow Pitch

57

20

S/Su/F

No

Minor
Hockey

188

32

F/W/S

Yes

Basketball

9

20

F/W/S

No

Soccer

512

24

S/Su/F

Yes

Cricket

32

25

Su

No

Slo-Pitch

14.5

20

S/Su/F

Yes

Pickering
Baseball
Association

Lit,
regulation
sized
diamond
Tennis
Courts
Lit
ball
diamond

Pickering Soccer
Club

Pickering
Cricket Club
West Pickering
Ladies Slo-Pitch

Basketball
Court
–
Gym
Lit,
regulation
size soccer
fields
Outdoor
Cricket field
Lit,
regulation
sized
ball
diamond

Learn
to
Skate/ Power
Skating/
Figure
Skating/
Synchronized
skating
Baseball

Season

Additional
Hours
Required for Existing
Programs?

# of
weeks
36

Ice

Pickering Men’s
Slo
Pitch League
Pickering
Hockey
Association
Pickering Men’s
Basketball

Number of Hours used currently
# of
hours
41.5

Pickering Figure
Skating Club

Glendale Tennis
Club
Pickering
Recreational
Fastpitch
Association
Pickering
Softball
Association

Program Type
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Pickering OldTimers Hockey
Pickering Heat
Fastball
Dunmoore
Tennis Club
Special
Children’s Swim
Program

Ice Pad

Hockey

12

26

F/W/S

No

Lit
ball
diamond
Tennis
Courts
Swimming
Pool

Fastball
baseball
Tennis

38.5

18

S/Su

Yes

112

23

S/Su/F

No

1

31

F/W/S

No

Pickering Swim
Club

Swimming
Pool

26

30

F/W/S/Su

Yes

Pickering Ladies
Broomball
League
Pickering
Gymnastics
Aerials Club

Ice Rink

3

19

W

No

71

50

F/S/Su/W

Yes

South Pickering
Lawn Bowling
Club

Outdoor
Lawn
Bowling
pitch
Ice Pad

Artistic
Gymnastics
(recreational
&
competitive)
Lawn
Bowling

90

52

F/S/Su/W

No

Girls Hockey

20.5

27

F/W/S

Yes

Tackle
Football

26

28

S/Su/F

Yes

Durham
West
Girls
Hockey
Association
Dolphins
Football

Gymnastics
Facility

Football/
Playing
Fields

Instructional
Swim
for
Special Needs
participants
Competitive
Swim
Program
Broomball

Please Note: not all sport user groups completed this information and therefore are not
reflected in the chart above.
As you can see from the chart above, 52% of those that responded to this question in the
survey identified that additional hours were indeed required for their existing program.
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Table 4.2.4
Number of Additional Hours Required for Existing Programs
Sport User
Group

Additional Hours Required per Week

Weeks per
Year

Season

20

Su

Additional
participants
accommodated
by these hours
48 x 5

24

Su

>100

Weekdays Weeknights Weekends Total
Pickering
Baseball
Association
Glendale
Tennis Club
Pickering
Hockey
Association
West
Pickering
Ladies SloPitch
Pickering
Heat
Fastball
Pickering
Soccer Club
– Outdoor
Pickering
Soccer Club
– Indoor
Pickering
Swim Club
Pickering
Aerials
Gymnastics
Club
Pickering
Softball
Association
– Indoor
Durham
West Girls
Hockey
Association
Dolphins
Football

0

25

0

25

0

20

20

40

32

F/W/S

140

0

2.5

0

2.5

20

S/Su/F

0

15

10

25

18

S/Su

0

70

64

134

22

S/Su/F

0 – would
condense a
lengthened
season
0 – would be
used as practice
field
1,245

0

70

64

134

22

F/W/S

2,400

0

2

0

2

30

F/W/S

>50

0

15

0

15

40

F/W/S

200

0

10

0

10

35

F/W/S

120

0

20

4

24

26

F/W/S

>70

40

0

12

52

28

S/Su/F

>200
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Summary of Total Additional Hours Required:
Facility
Total Additional Hours Required per week
to meet existing program demands
• Lit Baseball Diamond
25 hours
• Lit Softball Diamond
37.5 hours
• Indoor Ice Pad
64 hours
• Lit Outdoor Soccer Field
134 hours
• Indoor Soccer Field
134 hours
• Indoor Pool
2 hours
• Gymnastics Centre
15 hours
• Gymnasium
10 hours
• Football/Playing Field
52 hours
The Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club have concerns that are somewhat unique to their
sport organization because they are only the only sport user group (that responded to the
Master Plan survey) that utilizes a privately owned facility in prime commercial space. As a
result, the club is finding the facility very expensive to lease and operate. With over 800
members currently, the club can accommodate an additional 500 members if they just had
the space to offer more current programs and new programs. The Club has unlimited
potential to build their programming by increasing their competitive and alternative
gymnastics programs. In order to grow however, the Club sees the need to develop a
partnership with the City of Pickering. Their ability to afford increased facility space cannot
be fulfilled without the support of the municipality. The club indicates that the City can
provide support in a number of ways which include the following - identifying partners in a
multi-purpose facility, building a new facility the club can pay for over time, offering
municipal land for construction of a new facility, interest free loans or assistance with
seeking grants/corporate support.
The sport user groups were also asked if they were able to offer new/future programs with
the current facilities available to them. As one could expect, the vast majority of sport user
groups (91% of respondents) identified that they were not able to offer new/future programs
with their current facility schedule – more specifically, due to the lack of facilities available
their group.
Many sport user groups sited that the new/future programs they would be
interested in offering their members were player development, clinics, training, tournaments,
camps, new programs and simply increased playing and practice time for their members.
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Table 4.2.5
Additional Hours Required for New/Future Programs?
Sport User Group

Facility
Required

Program Type

Pickering Figure
Skating Club
Pickering
Baseball
Association
Glendale Tennis
Club
Pickering
Recreation
al
Fastpitch Assoc.
Men’s
Slo
Pitch

Ice

Learn to Skate/ Power
Skating
Baseball

Pickering Hockey
Association
Pickering Squash
Club

Pickering Men’s
Basketball
Pickering Softball
Association
–
indoor
Pickering Soccer
Club
Pickering Soccer
Club
Pickering Cricket
Club
West
Pickering
Ladies Slo-Pitch
Pickering
OldTimers Hockey
Pickering
Heat
Fastball
Pickering Swim
Club

Lit, regulation
sized diamond

Additional
Hours
Required for New/Future
Programs?
No
No

Tennis Courts

Tennis

Yes

Lit
diamond

Fastball baseball

Yes

Slow Pitch

No

Hockey

Yes

Doubles and
Singles Courts
with viewing
glass
Basketball
Court – Gym
Gym

Squash

Yes

Basketball

No

Lit, regulation
size outdoor
soccer fields
regulation size
indoor soccer
fields
Outdoor field

Soccer

Yes

Soccer

Yes

Cricket

No

Slow-Pitch

Yes

Hockey

Yes

Fastball baseball

Yes

Competitive Swim

Yes

ball

Lit
Slow-pitch
diamond
Ice Pad

Lit, regulation
sized
ball
diamond
Ice Pad
Lit
ball
diamond
Indoor Pool

Off Season
Training

Softball

Yes
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Lawn
Bowling
Club
Dolphins Football

Outdoor Lawn
Bowling pitch
Football/
Playing
Fields
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 Boy’s
competitive
gymnastics
 Rhythmic gymnastics
 Competitive
trampoline
 Power tumbling
 Dance/aerobics
 Rock climbing
 Cheer leading
Lawn Bowling

Yes

Tackle Football

Yes

No

In order to meet their future programming needs, 68% of respondents identified that they
require additional facility hours.
Table 4.2.6
Number of Additional Hours Required for New/Future Programs
Sport User
Group

Additional Hours Required per Week

Weeks per
Year

Season

24

Su

Additional
participants
accommodated
by these hours
>100

Weekdays Weeknights Weekends Total
Glendale
Tennis Club
Pickering
Recreational
Fastpitch
Pickering
Hockey
Association

0

6

0

6

24

S/Su/F

45

0

4

10

14

32

F/W/S

Pickering
Soccer Club
–
Outdoor
Field

0

210

96

306

20

S/Su/F

Pickering
Soccer Club
–
Indoor
Soccer Field
West
Pickering
Ladies SloPitch

0

70

64

134

35

F/W/S

0

5

0

5

20

S/Su/F

0 – more playing
time
for
members
and
clinics etc.
Will
provide
PSC with 6 new
outdoor soccer
fields – approx.
2000
Will
provide
PSC with 2 new
indoor
soccer
fields
30
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Old-Timers
Hockey
(summer
league)
Pickering
Heat Fastball
Pickering
Swim Club
Pickering
Aerials
Gymnastics
Club
Pickering
Softball
Association
Dolphins
Football
Durham
West Girls
Hockey
Assoc.

November 2002

0

1.5

0

1.5

20

Su

25

0

10

20

30

20

Su

?

0

2

0

2

30

F/W/S

>50

10

20

12

42

50

F/W/S/S
u

400

0

10

0

10

35

F/W/S

120

40

0

12

52

28

S/Su/F

>200

15

F/W/S

Summary of Total Additional Hours Required for New/Future Programs:
Facility
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Total Additional Hours Required per week
for New/Future program
Lit Softball Diamond
41 hours
Indoor Ice Pad
30.5 hours
Lit Outdoor Soccer Field
306 hours
Indoor Soccer Field
134 hours
Indoor Pool
2 hours
Gymnastics Centre
42 hours
Gymnasium
10 hours
Outdoor Tennis Court
24 hours
Football/Playing Field
52 hours

Sport user groups sited many reasons for the limited ability to offer new/future programs
with current facility schedule. The primary reason, as mentioned earlier is facility
availability. However other reasons were also sited and are worth mentioning.
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Facility Space:
• Pickering Baseball (need more lit diamonds, need regulations sized fields for
older divisions)
• Glendale Tennis (need more courts to operate future programs)
• Pickering Recreation Fastball Association (need more lit diamonds)
• Pickering Hockey Association (need new ice pad – currently proposed at Don
Beer)
• Pickering Soccer Club (need regulation sized outdoor soccer facility that can
accommodate 2 new soccer pitches with full lighting, complete irrigation,
bleachers, benches – coupled with a 48,000 square foot indoor soccer complex
with meeting rooms, changeroom facilities, storage etc.)
• Pickering Swim Club (need an additional swim lane at the Pickering Rec.
Complex, would prefer an 8 lane, 50 meter pool)
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (require 18,000 – 20,000 square foot
permanent/semi-permanent structure with 19’ high ceilings in the shape of a
square approx. 140 ft x140 ft. The facility would also require 20-25% nonprogrammable space such as administration, vestible, washrooms, change rooms,
storage areas. The program area would include two 40’ x 40’ raised sprung
floors, four 12’ x 17’ in ground euro-tramps, warming track and open vaulting pit
of approx. 12’ x 18’).
• Dolphins Football (need larger changeroom facilities and storage space)
• South Pickering Lawn Bowling Club (expansion at current lawn bowling facility)
Facility Availability
• Pickering Baseball Association (baseball diamonds need mounds & softball does
not therefore fields that are exclusively for baseball would be beneficial)
• Glendale Tennis
• Pickering Recreation Fastball (need more weeknight hours available)
• Squash Club (need 2 more courts to accommodate future members)
• Pickering Soccer Club (need additional outdoor fields and an indoor soccer
complex)
• Pickering Hockey Association (need additional ice pad)
• Pickering Softball Association (need more tournament sites)
• West Pickering Ladies Slo-Pitch (need 2 more game times with lights)
• Pickering Heat Fastball Association (need 2 more diamonds)
• Pickering Swim Club (need an additional swim lane at the Pickering Rec.
Complex, Rec. Complex to run meets on weekends, 2 additional hours per week
at Dunbarton pool)
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (require a new facility that could
accommodate annual invitation meets, awards banquets and camps)
• Dolphins Football (need 2 more dedicated football fields with dimensions and
field markings that are different from soccer)
* The Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club were asked to complete the Cultural Survey
for the Master Plan. It that survey, however, they were asked about their Bocce Ball
program. The Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club indicated that their Bocce facility
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is unable to meet their existing and future program needs due to the fact that it is an
outdoor facility only. This restricts Bocce play to mild weather only and restricts
participation during the winter months where play is desired.
Facility Location
• Glendale Tennis Club
• Pickering Soccer Club (soccer complex near Hwy 401)
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (central to South Pickering in high
commercial use area would be ideal)
Facility Parking
• Glendale Tennis Club
• Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch (need more parking)
• Pickering Soccer Club (need to be sufficient for tournaments and parking that is
safe enough for evening games)
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (accommodate up to 50 cars on an hourly
exchange basis and up to 100 during meets or special events)
Other
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch (need 8 new regulation sized ball diamonds in one
location – ball complex)
Pickering Heat Fastball Association (washroom facilities need to be improved –
only 2 toilets at Kinsmen Park for female participants)
Pickering Soccer Club (fields need adequate bleachers and benches)
Cricket Club (need changeroom and hydro and water in trailer)
Pickering Swim Club (non-chlorine pool)
Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club (access to outside green space for outdoor
summer training and conditioning)

It seems apparent that those sport user groups that have a significant membership are
searching for increased facilities that are all in one location (ie. complex). The preference
for multipurpose facilities in the community also seems to appeal to these large sport user
groups. This multiple sports facility would serve to centralize their scheduling efforts, allow
for shared administrative space and this controlled environment will serve to provide them
with the exclusivity of playing fields. These groups are keen having their fields along side
another user group’s fields – to make it a multi purpose sports complex that draws athletes of
all ages and sports.
In the sports user group survey, approximately half of the respondents sited that they were
looking into opportunities for new or expanded facility development.
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They include:
• Pickering Baseball Association
• Glendale Tennis Club
• Squash Club
• Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch
• Pickering Hockey Association
• Pickering Soccer Club
• Pickering Swim Club
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club
• South Pickering Lawn Bowling Club
• Dolphins Football
User Fees and Charges:
Approximately half of the respondents to this survey indicated that they were charged a fee
to use Pickering facilities for their programs. Of those who are charged, all (except the
Dunmoore Tennis Club and the Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club) felt that the fees are
reasonable for the services provided. Every respondent to this survey (except for the
Dunmoore Tennis Club, Pickering Swim Club and Pickering Aerials Gymnastics) felt that
individuals were not restricted from participating in their program due to cost.
Half of the respondents indicated that they would pay a fee for the City to provide
maintenance to the facility. And more than one third said that they would pay user fee
surcharge or fundraise to contribute to capital improvements to a facility. It should be noted
that the larger sport user groups were more likely to agree to this statement as they more
easily generate the revenue to contribute. Nearly half of the respondents indicated that they
would pay a surcharge in addition to a user fee towards a new facility (once again, the large
groups seemed to agree).
Prevailing Themes/Other comments:
Inadequate number of facilities:
According to the respondents of this survey, outdoor fields for soccer and football, diamonds
for baseball/softball and available arenas for hockey/skating programs has reached a
saturation point in Pickering.
There simply is not enough facility space available to
accommodate the growing needs of these user groups. For this reason, waiting lists (which
increasingly include young girls) exist and leave Pickering residents unable engage in these
recreation programs.
Respondents indicate that they are dealing with this situation by
scheduling two teams on one field for practices, scheduling games and practices earlier and
later then is appropriate, not allowing facilities to “rest” as long as they should for optimal
playing conditions and using fields privately owned or in neighbouring cities.
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Inadequate facility size:
Facility size is also an issue for older players (over 16 years). A significant number of
indoor/outdoor soccer facilities and outdoor ball diamonds are not appropriate for these age
groups. The outdoor fields are not regulation size and therefore restrict the ability to play a
regulation game (sometimes modifications to the game have to be made). The local high
school gyms used for indoor soccer play are simply too small for the older kids. The walls
are too close to the sidelines, the floor surface is unsuitable and can compromise participant
safety.
Exclusivity of facilities:
Where most sport user groups surveyed requested additional facilities, the Pickering Soccer
Club went further by expressing a need for exclusivity of facilities. In the case of the PSC,
an increased number of outdoor soccer fields in and of itself will not provide them with a
solution that accommodates current and future members. In their case, outdoor fields require
time to rest so that the field can recoup from the damaging effects of vigorous soccer activity.
This rest time is vital in restoring the condition of the field so that it is once again safe for
participants. Currently, the Pickering Soccer Club shares its fields with other users groups.
When the PSC leaves a field out of the schedule so it can rest, another user group is not
prohibited from using that field during this rest time. This makes if virtually impossible for
the field to recoup and become safe again for soccer activity. For this reason, the Pickering
Soccer Club identifies that the addition of fields alone will not help their club in the long run.
They require fields that are exclusive to their club so the adequate rest time assigned to a
field can be honoured. Similarly, Dolphins Football indicate that they require dedicated
fields so that the field dimensions and markings match their sport and not another.
Facility issues for female sport participants:
Facility amenities in Pickering are very poor for female sport participants. Many sport
organizations sited that females have substandard changing and bathroom facilities
(sometimes they assigned to changerooms with urinals). The swift rise in athletics for young
girls has not been matched by the development of gender appropriate facility amenities – so
these girls/women have to make due in cramped quarters that are not suited to women.
Interestingly, the issue of inadequate facility availability and amenities for females is also a
concern for male dominated sport user groups. That is to say, male dominated sports groups
are requesting multiple facilities not just for their programs but also to meet the needs of
their female counterparts. For instance, the Pickering Hockey Association has requested
additional rinks so that the Durham West Girls Hockey Association can also be
accommodated. Similarly, the Pickering Baseball Association would like a multiple diamond
facility for their members but also so that the needs of the West Pickering Ladies Slow Pitch
can be accommodated.
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Durham West Girls Hockey Association would like the City of Pickering to reassess the
current process to distribute ice time to the various user groups. They feel they are restricted
from being awarded more traditional ice time. DWGHA recommend that the City should
distribute the quality and quantity of hours based on the number of group membership rather
then simply past practice.
Funding support and assistance for all sports organizations:
The Pickering Aerials Gymnastic Club have expressed that there does not appear to be a
“level playing field” for all sports organizations in the City as some sports organizations
receive direct or indirect subsidy from the municipality with no subsidy of gymnastics in
Pickering. The Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club have unique concerns because they are
only the only sport user group that responded to this survey that utilizes a privately owned
facility in prime commercial space. As a result, the club is finding the facility very
expensive to lease and operate. The expense of the facility and their inability to expand the
space (due to cost and facility limitations) leaves them no other option but to move to
another facility if they want to accommodate current and future program needs. With over
800 members currently, the club can accommodate an additional 500 members if they just
had the space to offer more current programs and new programs. The Club has unlimited
potential to build their programming by increasing their competitive and alternative
gymnastics programs. In order to grow however, the Club sees the need to develop a
partnership with the City of Pickering. Their ability to afford increased facility space cannot
be fulfilled without the support of the municipality. The club indicates that the City can
provide support in a number of ways which include the following - immediate financial
assistance in the form of a grant to support the expansion of their current leased facility,
identifying partners in a multi-purpose facility, building a new facility the club can pay for
over time, offering municipal land for construction of a new facility, interest free loans or
assistance with seeking grants/corporate support.

4.2.2 Arts Organizations
In August of 2000, a survey was mailed to 11 Arts organizations that operate within the City
of Pickering. Two responses to the surveys were completed and returned the City of
Pickering. The respondents included Pickering Players and the PineRidge Arts Council.
Pickering Players and the PineRidge Arts Council have operated for 26 year and 12 years
respectively.
The mandate of the groups is to provide live theatre production and to
promote/support the arts in Pickering. Pickering Players has approximately 60 members
and the PineRidge Arts Council has approximately 110 individual members and 45 group
members representing over 1500 people. The programs for the PineRidge Arts Council are
various and operate throughout the year. Pickering Players operates approximately three
separate shows throughout the year and hold about 18-20 performances in total. For each,
nearly 100 people have attended a program/event.
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Both arts organizations are able to accommodate more members into their group. Pickering
Players has reported that their group’s membership/community participation has remained
stable in the past 3 to 5 years. However, the PineRidge Arts Council has reported that their
group’s membership/community participation has increased by 500% in the past 3 to 5 years
due to improved newsletter, communication and membership drive. In much the same way,
Pickering Players anticipate their groups membership/community participation to remain
stable in the next 3 to 5 years due to the need for volunteer contributions and the PineRidge
Arts Council anticipate their groups membership/community participation to increase by
100% due to increased recognition of the arts.
The facilities that these organizations utilize are the following:
Pickering Players
• Rent space at Dunbarton High School (for rehearsals)
• Dunbarton Fairport United Church (for rehearsals and performances)
PineRidge Arts Council
• MacLean Community Centre, MPP Janet Ecker’s Office, Ajax-Pickering Board of
Trade, Ontario Power Generation (for public art exhibits)
• Waterfront Bistro (annual general meeting)
• Pickering Recreation Complex (monthly meetings)
• Esplanade Park (Artfest event)
Both arts organizations report that there current needs are not met with the existing facilities.
In order to make it work, some meetings are held at members homes, or some performance
activities are held in facilities that barely meet their needs. Pickering Players have to wait
until the week of production in order to set up for a show which allows for little stage time.
They also are required to move all or part of their set after each performance as it is a rented
space.
Pickering Players operates a total of 9 hours per week (for rehearsals only) during a 26 week
period. PineRidge Arts Council operates a total of 20 hours per week for a total of 52 weeks
per year. Pickering Players sites a need for 18 additional hours per week for a total of 10
weeks to provide an appropriate number of performances. Both groups site that they are
unable to offer new programs at the current facility. The PineRidge Arts Council reports the
need for 48 additional hours for an entire 52 week period in order to accommodate new
programs. It is clear from the responses that the facilities that are required in order to
accommodate these groups are:
•
•
•
•
•

Art Galleries
Performing Arts Centre that is suitable for music, theatre, choral music, dance,
instrumental and literary performances (ie. Community Theatre, Concert Hall)
Visual Arts Studio that is suitable for drawing/painting, sculpture, photography and
artisans
Meeting Rooms
Instructional Space for art classes or drama practices
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In terms of User Fees & Charges, both groups are not sure if they support a policy requiring
their group to pay a user fee surcharge or to fundraise to contribute to capital improvements
of a current facility. The major restriction is the limited financial resources that make it
difficult to contribute substantial dollars to a capital project. Both organizations reported
that they are not satisfied with the Arts and Cultural programs provided to the community by
the City of Pickering.
Some ideas that these groups had to develop community
programming in Pickering were the following:
•
•
•

Facility with reasonable rental rates – in order to get a reduced rate, not for profit
groups could in turn provide support in terms of staffing during usuage times
Better facilities will encourage participants and community members
Private dance studios can rent the space and that money can help fund the facility

The PineRidge Arts Council is a registered not for profit where the Pickering Players is not.
Pickering Players has general liability insurance and neither group has Board of Directors
insurance.

4.2.3 Cultural Associations
Drawing from an extensive database of cultural associations that operate within Pickering, a
total of 13 cultural associations were invited to participate in the Master Plan. These cultural
associations represented a cross section of the various ethnic groups that reside in Pickering.
These associations were mailed a City of Pickering Community Cultural Association Survey
in February 2001.
Only one response was received from the various cultural associations. This completed
survey was from the Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club.
Therefore, to be clear, the
summary provided in this section reflects the comments of one cultural association only.
Although these comments may reflect shared concerns among other cultural groups – they
cannot inherently be interpreted in that way.
As reported in the survey, the Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club provide various forms of
activities to their membership/community. These activities include bus tours, bocce courts,
fundraising events, dinner/dances and picnics. The indoor activities operate year round,
while the outdoor activities (namely bocce) operate only during the spring/summer/fall
months.
The number of members equals approximately 40 families and most of the
membership are over the age of 30 years.
The club is quite successful in attracting
members to participate in their club activities as they report approximately 75 to 100% of
their membership participating in their groups programs.
There is a nominal fee for
community participants to become members of the club or to attend their programs.
However, Bocce is a free activity.
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The Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club report that their membership has remained stable but
the participation among the community has increased in the last 3 to 5 years. The Club
estimates that they will experience membership growth in the next 3 to 5 years by 20-25%
(or approximately 10 – 15 families). They report that a more accommodating and appealing
facility is the reason for the anticipated membership increase. Currently the Pickering-Ajax
Italian Social Club utilize a school portable to operate their programs. For the time being,
the facility does meet the needs of the club. However, their goal is to attract more members
of the large Italian community in Durham to the club. And if this goal were to be achieved,
the facility will not then meet their needs.
When asked what type of facilities the club feels would benefit the community, the club
reported that a permanent residence/building with all the necessary amenities for club
operations should be provided. The Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club did explain that the
City of Pickering does provide support to their club by allowing them to locate their club
house in a park owned by the City of Pickering. In terms of support for both today and the
future, the club felt that the City should provide immediate support to pave the parking lot
for all park needs and then snowplowing the lot after snow falls so members could more
conveniently use the club house during the winter months. They also advised that they need
help from the City to obtain running water and a functional washroom in their facility. The
Pickering-Ajax Italian Social Club identified their future need as being a vacant
building/warehouse that can be used by the association as a permanent residence.
Through informal consultation with various cultural associations over the past year, the most
prevalent issue raised is the need for City support to provide a facility for their clubs
operation. The clubs activities vary but can include meetings, dances, leisure programs or
cultural shows. The biggest challenge it seems among most associations is to have a space
within which to operate their programs. Not many cultural associations have the financial
resources to lease a facility to operate their programs. Perhaps, this is one area where one
shared facility can be of benefit to several cultural associations. It is difficult to identify any
one theme shared by a majority of the cultural associations that operate in Pickering with
only one respondent to the survey.
It is clear that more discussions need to take place in
this area before any action can be taken that addresses the needs of this cultural community.

4.2.4 Special Needs Program Participants
In March of 2001, surveys were mailed to the homes of special needs children who have
formerly participated in City of Pickering recreation programs. The responses to the survey
served to highlight leisure interest, constraints and needs of the special needs community in
Pickering.
Most respondents identified that their child’s needs/interests included both active and passive
forms of leisure that included swimming, watching television, playing computer games,
reading books, skating, sports, dancing and gym activities. When asked what types of
programs the children currently participate in, several responses were sited and nearly half of
all responses included programs offered by the City of Pickering. The responses included
swimming lessons through the City of Pickering, Laurie’s learn to skate program, Karate
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with Karate Canada and the United Way program – special needs swimming at the Rec.
Complex.
The most commonly sited barrier to participation reported was the fact that their child
required one-on-one support/supervision in order to participate in recreation programs. The
respondents explained that their child cannot always keep up in an integrated program and
needed that close supervision in order to gain benefit from the program. Most respondents
thought it was most beneficial to their child to be involved in a specialized program
(particularly those participants restricted to wheelchairs) – although the child themselves
may prefer integrated programs.
Activities such as youth dances for the special needs, keep fit classes, soccer and basketball
were identified as being activities special needs children would like to do but currently do
not do. The restrictions were commonly that the programs were not available or that their
child could not participate at the same level of the other participants. And when parents
were asked what the City could do to help their children participate in leisure activities a
number of the responses reported involved the swimming program. Parents want to see more
lanes assigned to the special needs swim program and an increased time slot so the kids had
more time to engage in this activity. Some respondents felt that parental involvement would
be beneficial in helping the City provide programs that work for their children. One
respondent felt an indoor playground would be helpful in engaging their child in recreation,
particularly during the winter months.
The most common way that parents of special needs children were made aware of Pickering
leisure programs and services was the City of Pickering Brochure. One respondent also
identified that notices or flyers through the schools also serve to advise her of opportunities
in Pickering.
Respondents were asked if their child now or has ever participated in services or facilities
offered by the City of Pickering. The respondents were also asked to rate their level of
satisfaction of those services/facilities. The responses are as follows:
Activity

Location

Swimming
Gymnastics
Specialized Gym Program
Arts & Crafts Camp
Adventure Camp
Specialized Swim Program
Summer Camps
Ball Hockey
Sports Camp
Specialized Swim Program

Time/Day

Dunbarton Pool
Rec. Complex
Rec. Complex
Rec. Complex
Pine Ridge School
Rec. Complex
Rec. Complex
Pickering
Rec. Complex
Rec. Complex

Level of Satisfaction
1 – very unsatisfied
2 – unsatisfied
3 – satisfied
4 - very satisfied

various
various
various
summers only
summers only
weeknights
summers only
Saturday
summers only
weeknights

3-4
3
3
4
1
3
3
2-3
3
4
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3
4
3

As indicated in the responses above, the survey respondents were generally satisfied in the
services provided to their child by the City of Pickering. Moreoever, the leisure services
most often engaged in was overwhelmingly swimming and camps.
When asked what services and facilities respondents felt the City of Pickering should offer
the special needs community, many different types of activities were reported. They include
Special Olympics swimming, Special Olympics soccer, dance program, drama program, keep
fit, dances, specialized tennis programs, music lessons, specialized swimming lessons, floor
hockey, basketball, bowling, pre-teen dances, programs for teens such as camps, and speech
and language services. It is important to note that the need for family changerooms at the
Pickering Recreation Complex was clearly and overwhelmingly identified in the responses to
this survey question. These parents felt that it was absolutely critical to their child’s leisure
participation to have a private place where the parent can assist the child to get appropriately
dressed.
When asked if their child preferred specialized or integrated programs, the responses were
evenly split between the two choices. Most parents identified that their child has participated
in both types of programs. However, half of the respondents felt that specialized programs
were the best for their child’s development while the other half felt that integrated programs
with program modifications, the assistance of a helper or even another special needs child
were more beneficial.
Group discussions, surveys and meetings were all ways that parents felt they could be
involved in the planning of municipal leisure services. And most parents felt that inviting
them to participate through promotions or a letter was the best way to get their input.

4.2.5 Special Needs Service Organization Survey
In March 2001, several Special Needs Service organizations within the Durham Region and
the Toronto area were mailed a survey and invited to participate in this Master Plan process.
The comments collected were very informative in identifying how Pickering can improve the
way we deliver services to the special needs community.
The service organizations reported that they were most commonly made aware of City
services and facilities by word of mouth and the City of Pickering brochure. The types of
City programs that these organizations have referred to their members include swimming at
the Rec. Complex, family play in the combatants room (our special place program), and
summer camp. The respondents felt that City staff do their best to make the experiences
enjoyable for their members but are limited by the facility within which they operate. Once
again, a lack of family changerooms was sited by special needs service providers as a
restriction to special needs participation. Also, according to these respondents, the facility
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(specifically the Recreation Complex) should include more specialized amenities such as lifts
to get into the pool and adaptive equipment.
When asked what services and facilities the City should provide their members, the overall
response was that swimming programs with a suitable lift to get into the pool and proper
changeroom facilities were the least the City could do to accommodate special needs
participants.
There were not any clear or specific recommendations provided by the respondents to
address how the City could partner with their organization for future recreation planning.
The respondents did feel that group meetings would be beneficial to gaining their input on
how the City can provide leisure services to their members.

4.2.6 Community (Ratepayers) Associations (Briefs)
Written comments were received from the Altona West Community Association, Marshall
Farms Community Association and Whitevale District Residents Association.
Altona West Community Association
General Comments
• Were pleased that space had been allocated for a community centre during the planning
of the new public library in West Pickering. This will be a great addition to the
community and an excellent example of a multi-purpose facility.
• As the families age within a community, it becomes very important to have adequate
facilities to provide activities for the growing teen population.
• In today’s stressful society, recreational facilities, parks, and trails provide a necessary
diversion that will help promote a healthier lifestyle.
Concerns and Issues
• Create a review process to ensure that playground equipment continues to be inspected
and maintained on a regular basis, providing a safer environment for the children that
make use of it.
• Improved maintenance programs to more effectively remove graffiti and litter from park
areas.
• Keep walkways in community parks clear of snow and ice.
• Better enforcement of the “Poop and Scoop” by law in public recreational areas.
• Provide adequate lighting and policing to ensure a safe environment for all users,
especially during the evening hours.
Suggestions
• It is important to provide more community park and recreational areas to support the
rapid residential growth and development that is being experienced in the City of
Pickering. Proper planning of these green spaces should be given suitable consideration
during the early stages of development for any new community.
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Support community use of Durham Schools as part of the available recreational facilities.
This would include the development of a partnership with the school boards to maximize
the use of the facilities and more effectively use taxpayers’ dollars in the community.
These facilities could be used to support local youth and adult programs, including
fitness activities.
Enhanced network of bike trails with links between them to minimize the need to travel
along major city streets. In cases where it is not feasible to provide a dedicated link, a
designated bicycle lane could be implemented along the major thoroughfares.

Marshall Farms Community Association
Parks
• Safety has always been a top priority and should continue to be the first consideration
when planning its location and facilities. Safety encompasses things like lighting, design,
location, access both emergency and pedestrian.
Recreation Facilities like the Pickering Recreation Centre could be designed with:
• Comfortable seating in the observation area (pool)
• Family changerooms that provide privacy for families with small children
• Larger facilities like those at Iroquois Park in Whitby.
• Improved signage within the complex, to help direct the patrons.
• Adding things like bowling alleys, pool tables and ping pong for youth and seniors.
• Indoor and outdoor basketball for youth and seniors
• Youth counseling facilities. Possible integration of women’s shelter and counseling
services.
• Community billboard for advertising upcoming events e.g. waterfront festival.
• Food services located on the main floor.
• Pool area where the rope swing is located has a ladder to exit the pool.
Cultural Services
• Cultural services should set up displays within the Recreation Centres to show artifacts
of the Pickering area and provide some history of the area.
• Services could include a stage for small performances of the various cultural groups in
this and surrounding area.
• Libraries could be incorporated within these complexes.
Whitevale District Residents’ Association
Whitevale District Residents’ Association provided an excellent overview of the relationship
between the Hamlet of Whitevale, Whitevale District Residents’ Association, Whitevale
Community Centre, Whitevale Park, Seaton Hiking Trail, the Valley and its surrounding foot
lands.
•

Pickering owns and maintains the Whitevale Community Centre. It is managed by the
Whitevale District Residents’ Association (WDRA) and is available for rent to screened
potential renters. WDRA charge rent for its use. Funds raised are used for the annual
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Whitevale Spring Festival (since 1972). The Whitevale Spring Festival is the only
annual event the Association plans and operates.
Desirous to promote the use of the Whitevale Community Centre as a “retreat” for small
groups to meet. Its peaceful country setting beside the creek and adjacent to the Seaton
Hiking Trail makes it an ideal neutral place for small groups who need a quiet get-away
space, away from urban noise and hustle, for planning, strategy and think-tank sessions
and workshops. Environmental, community and corporate groups will find this place
perfect for such activities. Local catering is available. For the purpose of renting the
Whitevale Community Centre is available for small groups (30-35 capacity)
VISITORS TO WHITEVALE: In general the village is visited by walkers, hikers and
birders who enjoy the wild unmanicured bush of the West Duffins Creek valley. School
kids who arrive by the busload from Durham, York and Scarborough, use the first hand
experience of the trail and the village to do their assignments. Also visited by staff and
students of various colleges who are studying history and political science as well as
students of geography, planning and historical architecture. All seems to use the village
and its setting as part of their course work. It is non uncommon to see photographers and
artists in the village and on the trail as well.
The future of our community meeting place, the Whitevale Community Centre, the
Whitevale Park and the Seaton Hiking Trail are all linked and intimately connected to the
people who live in Whitevale
Illegal trail use is a continuing problem. Cyclists and occasionally motorized vehicles
(motorbikes and ATV’s) can make a miserable experience for walkers, hikers, birders,
photographers and artists etc. Police are sometimes called. Cyclists have been seen
defacing or tearing down signage. Would appreciate a review of signage and
replacement, appropriate to do the job in the village context.
Noise in the Whitevale Park by occasional rowdy parties causes upset and police are
called when reason fails. Amplified sound can bring irate complaints from adjacent
homeowners. Request, those “booking” the Whitevale Park through Pickering, be
advised against the use of amplifying equipment.
Parking space inadequacy is a growing problem. Frequently, on fine weather days in the
spring, summer and fall, vehicles overflow the south parking area onto the Whitevale
Road which, because of its narrow, non conforming width make it unsafe for visitors who
must walk along the road.
The present inaccessible parking area for the north trail continues to be an irritant to
visitors and residents alike. City staff are presently investigating how to regain access to
the now landlocked parking area immediately north of the north mill lot.
Springs in the hill to the west of the playing field, ooze water which saturates the ground
along the north side of the field. It is suggested that a wide, but shallow, grass lined
swale could be formed parallel to the south edge of the parking lot running east to the
bank of the creek. This would help drain the field. Grass cutting should be easier.
Christian House, 1860, is located at the corner of Mutual Street and the Whitevale Road
on the Pickering owned park site. This house is now protected and designated under the
Ontario Heritage Act. An outline of a plan for its revitalization was forwarded to
Pickering two years ago.
Interpretive Centre: This is an idea that has been around for decades. In light of the
kinds of people who visit the village and the trail, in increasingly greater numbers, a
facility that would act as an interpretive interface between school and college curricula
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and the actual village and trail has been suggested. Would welcome Pickering’s
participation to further explore the practicality of this idea.
Would welcome an opportunity to work with Pickering to improve conditions for
resident homeowners and for visitors who use the meeting place, park and trail for
recreational and educational purposes.

Summary of Focus Group Sessions

During the month of February 2001, focus groups sessions were conducted with seniors (2
groups) and youth (4 groups) as well as representatives from the museum interest groups.
Comments from those focus groups are outlined below:

4.3.1 Seniors Focus Group Sessions
Two focus group sessions were conducted with the senior’s population in Pickering. The
first included “younger seniors” and were selected from the Pickering Recreation Complex
membership list. These seniors were between 55 – 65 years of age and were considered the
next generation of seniors for which City programs and services should appeal.
These seniors expressed a noticeable interest in “active” forms of leisure that included
playing tennis, golf, swimming, health club, playing pool and skiing.
The seniors also
expressed an interest in watching television, reading and playing bridge.
The seniors
identified that they participate in these activities wherever it is offered. Therefore, tennis,
health club and swimming were all done at the Pickering Recreation Complex. The seniors
stated that the rates for seniors at the Rec. Complex just “can’t be beat” and this strongly
encourages their leisure participation. However, seniors went out of town to ski, golf, curl
and engage in the theatre simply because these activities are not offered in Pickering.
The seniors (55-65 years of age) identified that transportation, lack of availability of facilities
(ie tennis courts) and programs as reasons for not participating in leisure activities they are
interested in. And when asked if there was anything they would like to do in their leisure
time but do not do, a list of “active” forms of leisure once again appeared. They included:
Activity
Golf
Tap Dancing
Computer Courses
Cross Country Ski Trails
Hiking/Walking Trails
Free Language Courses
Curling Club

Reason for not participating
Facility too far
Not offered in Pickering
Need more basic/beginner courses
Not available in Pickering
Not available in Pickering
Not offered in Pickering
Not available in Pickering
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It seems apparent that the most constraining barrier to participating for these seniors is not
their lack of interest but the inability to access these activities in their hometown. When
asked what the City could do to help them participate in leisure activities, the seniors said
that offering these facilities and programs would help them participate.
The seniors identified that they are made aware of City programs and services by the
Brochure, News Advertiser (Community Page), local TV (Cable 10), LED signboard and the
City website.
When asked what services and facilities they think the City should offer seniors, most seniors
could not identify many gaps in service delivery. Seniors did say the City should offer a
curling club, a second Recreation Complex and an arts theatre in Pickering. However, for
the most part, they felt service delivery in Pickering (particularly for their age group) was
well delivered.
The seniors (55-65 years of age) said that they saw themselves recreating in the next 10 years
in the same kind of things they enjoy today – ie. active leisure such as tennis (perhaps
doubles instead of singles). These seniors also saw the need for leisure in their lives as year
round. They do not anticipate leaving in the winter months and wish to stay busy during that
time of year.
In term of future leisure service delivery, seniors felt that focus groups/committees were a
great way to involve seniors in the City’s efforts to plan seniors programs.
The second focus group conducted with seniors included the various Pickering Seniors
Associations. Three area associations attended the focus group session and they included the
South Pickering Seniors Club, the Rouge Hill Seniors and the Pickering Village Seniors.
Every seniors club that participated in this focus group session (with the exception of the
Pickering Village Seniors) operate within a facility owned and operated by the City of
Pickering.
The membership of the Seniors Associations that participated in this Focus
Group session ranged from 40 to 623.
When asked what assistance (if any) does their association receive from the City of
Pickering, the responses were somewhat similar. The South Pickering Seniors advised that
the City assists their club with transportation, staff at the facility to assist with program and
facility issues, facility set up and maintenance and a staff person on site to assist with special
events. The Rouge Hill Seniors advised that the City assists them at their temporary
location of the Pickering Recreation Complex by providing them with a facility and taking
care of facility maintenance and set up. The Rouge Hill Seniors will be moving into their
new facility, Petticoat Creek Library and Community Centre, in 2001.
The Pickering
Village Seniors receives support from the Town of Ajax.
All seniors associations expressed the importance of municipal support to the operation of
their club. Specifically, the City staff and facility are invaluable resources to enable their
club to operate in a professional, orderly manner. The Seniors Associations claim that the
support provided by the City enable their club to meet, socialize and run their program. All
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associations agreed that without facility support, they would be unable to cover the expense
of rent and therefore unable to have a seniors association.
The Seniors Associations were asked if there was support that their organization would like
to receive from the City of Pickering – but currently was not. With some consideration, the
seniors association listed the following areas of support:
•
•
•
•
•

Offer educational programs
Assistance to getting educational programs going in their own clubs
Discussion groups with guest speakers
Workshops
Library and Book discussions

In much the same way, the Seniors Associations provided some examples of the kind of
facilities and services the City of Pickering should be providing seniors. They include:
•
•
•

Use of swimming pool at a location closer to the individual seniors clubs
Subsidizing day trips & help to plan them
City assist in organizing bus trips for 2 or 3 different senior clubs so that the bus can be
filled and the cost to each member can be kept low.

It is important to note that the Seniors Associations identified that, overall, they feel the City
of Pickering already offers a lot to seniors.
The Seniors Associations identified dances, pool tables, cards, pub night, line dancing, movie
night, shuffle board and tai chi as leisure programs that they currently offer that seem to be
successful. When asked if there were leisure programs their club would like to offer but do
not the following activities were mentioned.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gardening course
Guest Speakers on nutrition, travel, safety in the home
Bus Trips to Sugar Bush, Casino Rama, Cranberry Marsh, Stratford, Niagara Falls,
Cullen Gardens
Foot Care
Low impact exercise classes
Page in the City brochure to advertise programs for the club
Computer Courses
Transportation for seniors during the winter months to the club meetings

The barriers to participation for the participating seniors associations were identified as being
transportation, wheelchair accessible programs/facilities and money (more then $50 for a
program or trip becomes a real deterrent to participation for some participants).
Seniors Associations said that for their club to continue and to be sustainable, the recruitment
and input of fresh new faces is required. Without, new energy and enthusiasm, programming
and attendance will eventually drop. This seems to be the biggest challenge for most Seniors

________________________________________________________________________

69

City of Pickering
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Services Master Plan

November 2002

Associations as they see their membership getting older and older. Younger seniors see the
older demographic make up of the club and think it is not for them. This discourages them
from joining and keeps the membership and club activities stagnant.
When asked if they saw their facility requirements changing over the next 5-10 years, the
seniors associations listed the following responses.
•
•
•

Need more facility space to accommodate growing membership/seniors population
Need more parking
Need facilities built with seniors in mind - bathroom amenities with appropriate lighting,
bars, accessible doors and kitchens with counter top and cupboard height that works for
seniors.

Overall, the Seniors Associations that participated in this focus group session were very
pleased with the level of support provided to their club by the City of Pickering. Moreover,
they felt that the City offered quite a lot in terms of programs and facilities for seniors. The
Seniors Associations all concurred that they would not be able to operate without the use of a
facility provided to them by the City of Pickering. And when asked what more the City can
do to provide support, the responses revolved around assistance to bring programs to their
club or organizing bus trips for more than one club.

4.3.2 Youth Focus Group Sessions
During February 2001, four Youth Focus Group sessions were conducted among Pickering
youth. The respective focus group sessions included students from St. Mary High School,
Pine Ridge Secondary School, Dunbarton High School and youth participating on the City of
Pickering Youth Council. A total of 39 youth participated in the focus groups sessions and
their ages ranged from 14 to 18 years.
Participating youth identified the following as leisure activities that they currently enjoy:
• Breakdancing
• going to “jams”/parties
• basketball
• watching TV
• hanging out with friends
• computer
• listening to music
• going to movies
• talking on the phone
• skiing
• skateboarding
• snowboarding
• football
• floor hockey
• shopping
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When asked when do they like to engage in leisure activities, the responses were
overwhelming during the evenings and on weekends (since school was a barrier to daytime
participation).
Many youth, particularly, younger students, identified that they would be
interested in having leisure programs available on Sundays they typically do not have jobs
and there is nothing to do on that day. Interestingly, most youth identified that they were not
necessarily interested in leisure programs offered on Saturday evenings. For most youth,
they preferred to travel outside of Pickering (ie. AMC theatre in Whitby, Jams in
Scarborough) just to get away from the City and experience a different environment. Many
of the youth participate in activities in their home or in the home of their friends and the
activities are very loosely structured.
The most common barrier to participation sited by these youth was transportation, work
commitments, money, time of activity and awareness of available programs/events.
Transportation was without question the most commonly identified barrier among youth.
The youth explained that the busing service in Pickering was not frequent enough and did not
run late enough. Specifically, the bus schedule on Sundays (when younger teens most want
to do something) is non-existent. As a result, youth rely on public transportation as a last
resort. They find that cabs are too expensive on a consistent basis and so they mostly rely on
their parents or friends to provide rides. Simply put – if youth cannot walk or get a ride to
the program – they will not go.
When asked if there was something they would like to do but do not do, the responses
included clubbing, skiing, paintball, cultural dance groups, rock climbing, singing, riding
stables, outdoor field use at night (no lighting), pool halls, drop-ins.
The Youth that participated in the focus group sessions advised that the City can to the
following in order to help youth participate in activities they enjoy:
•
•
•
•
•
•

offer programs/events they like
provide better bus schedules/times
offer shuttle busing for youth to attend various events/programs
offer prizes
sponsor youth events
inform youth by speaking in individual class rooms – word will travel quickly among
youth

The vast majority of youth explained that they were not aware of the leisure programs and
services provided to them by the City of Pickering.
For those that were aware, they
identified that they were most commonly made aware by word of mouth, staff at Rec.
Complex, LED and on some occasions ads in News Advertiser. For the vast majority of
youth that were unaware of these City programs and services, they identified that the best
way to promote activities to them was through word of mouth or one-on-one contact. The
youth overwhelmingly said that the City needs to come into the school or wherever we hang
out and speak to us about what is being offered. This, they said, can be done by outreach,
distributing pocket size flyers (8.5 x 11 flyers do not work – they get too many of those so
they just toss it out), posting big colourful and jazzy posters that catch their attention, having
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classroom reps. spread the word, making announcements on the PA, putting an ad on the
outside of a bus, have a youth page on the City website that is interactive and hip, promote
on Cable 10, or on radio stations such as 92.5 or 93.5, even having youth page in the News
Advertiser that they can consistently go to for information.
Most youth identified the Pickering Recreation Complex, East Shore Community Centre, Pre
Teen Dances, Dunbarton Pool, Canada Day, Youthfest, Battle of the Bands, Babysitting
program, Parks and Basketball courts as City of Pickering facilities/services that they have
participated in.
The activities that youth feel that the City of Pickering should offer
Pickering’s young people is more community centres particularly near their schools, more
sports programs (especially volleyball for females, now females just seem to watch the boys
play basketball), carribean/cultural dances, breakdancing (use of combatants room), DJ
competitions, movie nights, counseling programs, teen chat groups, drop in centre at the
mall, kick boxing, rock climbing, ski trips, coffee houses. Some youth identified that just
after school was a great time to provide programs as it was a time that they are still with their
friends and had no one at home waiting for them to come home.
The youth that participated in the focus groups sessions overwhelming felt that youth should
play a role in the planning of municipal leisure services. Youth wanted to be part of the
planning of City events/programs. In this way, they know it would be something they want
to do and they could then play a major role in getting the word out to their friends. Youth
felt that a Youth Committee of older teens (16-18 years) meeting once a month at the Civic
Complex would be helpful in planning events that they enjoy. Older youth explained that
they do not want to do things with younger teens and would rather plan events for their age
groups. Youth also wanted input on who should DJ City dances. At these types of events,
they need to know the DJ (it just can’t be anyone) and if it is a renown DJ among the youth
community – they will come. Youth also said that they can play a role in advertising a
program/event in the school if they were involved with the City. The youth said that often
they get half of the information from their friend or their peers about an event. They said that
help make them aware, but they need all the information in order to participate in the
activity. That is why youth involvement and promotion is so important in enabling teens to
participate.
When asked what other issues related to this topic the City should know, different issues
arose. The most common one was the fact that youth feel they cannot hang out with their
friends anywhere in Pickering without being chased away by the police. According to the
youth, they just want a place to hang out, play some basketball, skateboard, or just talk. The
youth that were involved in these focus groups sessions wanted somewhere to go with their
friends (outside of their home) where they would be engaged in an activity they enjoy and
feel completely welcome.
During August 2002, an additional eleven youth focus group sessions were conducted at a
variety of locations throughout the City of Pickering including the Pickering Town Center,
Youth Foyer, T.A.G. from the Central Library, Princess Diana Park, Pickering Pentecostal
Church, Community basketball courts, Community parks and Petticoat Creek Community
Center. A total of 77 Pickering youth participated in the focus group sessions and their ages
ranged from 12-20 years.
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Participating youth identified the following as leisure activities in which they currently enjoy:
•
Skateboarding
•
Basketball
•
Shopping
•
Listening to music
•
Football
•
Hockey
•
Soccer
•
Watching TV
•
Going to the movies
•
Talking on the phone
•
Swimming
•
Going on the Internet
•
Reading
•
Hanging out with friends
Participants were then asked where they prefer to partake in their leisure activities.
Responses indicated that many youth participate in activities in their own homes. Many
youth utilize local community parks, Princess Dianna Park, the Recreation Complex and
lastly the Pickering Town Center.
The most common barrier to participation stated by youth was transportation. Youth
indicated that the current bus schedule was unreliable, inconsistent and bus schedule/times
were not easily accessible. Most youth are too young to obtain a drivers license, let alone
own a car. Therefore, it is essential that they rely on other sources of transportation, such as
pubic transit, parents and friends.
A lack of outdoor night lighting was also a great concern indicated. Activities such as
skateboarding and outdoor basketball are both excellent leisure activities, which could
benefit from outdoor lighting. Other barriers to participation were, money, parents, the
weather and youth not being aware of what is offered.
When youth were asked if there were any leisure activities that they would like to do but
currently do not do, they responded with, outdoor field/park use (no lighting), going to dance
clubs (too far), rugby, weight training and paintball.
Participants of the focus groups indicated that the City of Pickering could do the following
listed items in order to encourage their participation in programs/events:
•
Offer direct bus routes to programs/events
•
Offer prizes
•
Inform youth through advertising directed towards them
•
Offer after school/weekend programs
•
Outdoor washrooms/drinking fountain at major community parks (Princess
Diana)
•
Have monthly meetings to inform youth of upcoming events
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P.A. announcements through the schools
Do a small show during an assembly/lunch to promote programs
Promote events throughout the Pickering Town Center

Over 50% of the participating youth were not aware of any current leisure activities offered
through the City of Pickering. For those youth that were aware, they indicated that they were
made aware by their parents, a booth at the Pickering Town Center, flyers, from a previous
paid course and lastly by word of mouth (friends). The youth that were unaware of any
programs came up with some excellent promotion ideas to make them aware in the future.
Youth indicated that an excellent promotion tool would be to utilize certain clothing stores in
the mall to help advertise. Flyers containing upcoming events/programs could be inserted
into the bags of paying customers. Youth are more likely to read a flyer inserted into their
bag then if given it to them at school or on the street. More community outreach was another
promotion tool that many youth favoured. Advertising by posting large billboards in the
mall, over major roads and in the high schools was another way indicated by focus group
participants. Billboards and signs must be big, bright and use words that appeal to youth.
TV and radio commercials, a youth website and monthly meetings were all other ideas that
participants came up with.
Youth identified the Pickering Recreation Complex (Swimming, Tennis, Arts Camp),
Community Parks and Basketball courts, Summer Youth Leadership program and the Pine
Ridge Drop-in program as City of Pickering facilities/services that they have participated it.
Activities and events that youth would like the City of Pickering to offer are; after school
programs, indoor skate park and basketball courts at the Recreation Complex, youth website,
mentoring tutor programs, dances, Hip Hop and BBQ, movie nights, tournaments (b-ball,
pool, air hockey, PS2) and interactive mall days. An interactive mall day may include
special discount days, interactive/demonstrations and a joint partnership between the
Pickering Town Center and the City of Pickering.
All focus group participants thought that it was essential to involve the youth when planning
leisure activities to suit their needs. Many youth thought it was great ideas to have
representatives from the local high schools work with City staff to promote/evaluate and
design programs to better meet their needs. These same youth will then go back to their
respective schools and promote our up coming events/programs. If youth are interested as
well as are aware of what is being offered they are more likely to attend.
It was also noted that monthly meetings (youth council) with these school representatives as
well as any other interested youth would be beneficial to help communicate ideas, concerns
or comments. It is advised that we try to get as many different representatives from different
sporting/leisure activities involved in our monthly meetings (basket ball, skate park, library,
breakdancing reps, etc.). Youth also enjoyed the focus groups as well as the idea of
disturbing surveys throughout their schools. Monthly outreach in the respective leisure areas
was also noted as an excellent promotion tool. (i.e., go to skatepark to talk to them about
upcoming tournaments, comments, and concerns). Getting out in the community and talking
to the youth is a wonderful tool to help find out what exactly they are interested in.
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When asked what the City of Pickering could do to help encourage their input, focus group
participants responded with the following:
•
•
•
•

Offer freebies
Youthful, relaxed staff
Do community outreach and ask them what it is that they want
Advertise through the school (when, where meetings are)

When youth were asked what other issues related to this topic the City should know about,
they responded with the following; the skate park currently behind the Pickering Recreation
complex has a few safety issues, which youth are hoping to get resolved. The skatepark was
build with various sewers throughout as a source of drainage. The circular sewer grates pose
a safety issue with the size of holes throughout. They have already had numerous injuries
where skateboarders have fallen and broken fingers in these holes.
Since skate boarding is such a high-risk injury sport, the youth think that an emergency
payphone should be installed outside in the park. The Recreation Complex is not open at all
times of the day and in the event of a major injury, time is in the essence. It is hoped that
these safety issues will be addressed and the proper procedures taken to ensure the best
possible safety of all users.
Youth also mentioned that there seemed to be a lack of garbage cans throughout many
community parks. They feel that if the amount of cans is increased, the amount of
garbage/litter found on the ground will greatly decrease.
In June 2002, a youth program survey was conducted among grade 7 and 8 students at the
Claremont Public School. The purpose of the survey was to identify the programming
interests/needs of youth in Pickering’s northern community. This information would then
assist staff as they design and consider new program ideas for the City’s free youth programs
offered at the Claremont Community Centre.
A total of 50 students participated in this survey and the results of this survey were very
interesting. The majority of participating youth were interested in attending programs that
were offered from 7-10 pm on Friday or Saturday. Youth were less interested to participate
in programs that were offered from 3-5 pm but if offered would prefer Tuesday as the best
day in the week for this program time. Participating youth also identified a variety of
activities they would like to participate in and they include (in order of preference) girls spa,
movie nights, volleyball, basketball, soccer, breakdancing, play station, baseball, games,
skateboarding and aerobics.

4.3.3

Heritage Focus Group Session

The Heritage Focus Group session was held in May, 2001. The purpose of the session was to
bring together the people in Pickering who could help us create a vision for the preserving
and recording of Pickering’s history. In attendance were representatives from the Pickering
Museum Advisory Committee, Pickering Museum Village Foundation, Museum Volunteers,
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Museum Staff, Heritage Pickering, Pickering Township Historical Society, Pickering Public
Library Staff, as well as staff from the Planning and Development Department and Culture
and Recreation Division.
The focus group session provided those in attendance a better understanding of Pickering’s
various heritage groups and their activities. It was identified that many groups are involved
in similar activities and there is a need to coordinate these activities. There is a need for all
heritage groups to network to make each other more efficient and not duplicate each other’s
efforts.
When asked what should happen next, the heritage groups listed the following responses:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

create a Heritage Advisory Committee with all groups represented;
a coordinating body should be formed with a broad mandate for the coordination and
promotion of local heritage activities;
bring the groups together to develop a mission statement, schedule meetings to
brainstorm, newsletter, advertising, common date base, resources, artifacts;
City of Pickering needs to have a statement of mission as regards to their heritage in
order to show their commitment to heritage (followed by sufficient funding);
further focus groups to address other related topics – i.e. publicity and promotion,
collection of materials, preservation, etc.;
education sessions which would be of interest to one or more groups – i.e. preservation of
paper artifacts, digitization, website creation, etc.
support the creation of an umbrella heritage committee with a mandate of incorporating
all of the City’s heritage groups.
this cohesive committee must create an overall mission statement.
each group also needs to establish its own long-range plan.
should meet quarterly, at least, as a group and see where our efforts and potential
overlap.

There is a need to develop a separate comprehensive long-range plan for “Heritage Services”
in the City of Pickering that includes the Pickering Museum Village.
The Culture & Recreation Division’s involvement with heritage is through the management
and operation of the Pickering Museum Village. The Pickering Museum Village exists to
illustrate the historical founding, settlement and development of the City of Pickering
(formerly Pickering Township) by:
1.
2.
3.
4.

collecting, preserving, housing, exhibiting, and interpreting pertinent artifacts
(specifically rural from 1830-1910);
developing educational and recreational programs responsive to the needs of the
community;
recruitment and retention of quality staff and volunteers and maximum utilization of
community organizations and associations;
encouraging others to collect, preserve and interpret the history of Pickering, and do
everything worthwhile to carry out our purpose.
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The Museum consists of 14 historic buildings dating from 1830 - 1890 and replica buildings
and sheds. Also featured, is a Gas and Steam Engine Collection of farm machinery and
implements depicting history of technology from 1830 - 1940.
The education programs services all grade levels of both District School Boards and are
utilized by all schools in the City of Pickering. The Special Event Public Programs held at
the Museum throughout the summer are supported by an extensive group of dedicated
volunteers, local community organizations, service clubs and businesses.
The Pickering Museum Village Foundation is a volunteer network of community members
established in 1997 that supports the City of Pickering in its efforts to maintain, develop and
promote the Pickering Museum Village. More specifically, the purpose of the Pickering
Museum Village Foundation is to assist the Pickering Museum Village in major restoration
projects, to assist with the acquisition, restoration, maintenance, recording and care of all
artifacts of the site, to generate an endowment fund to support the future restoration, research
and display needs of the Pickering Museum Village, and to assist the Pickering Museum
Village in the development and presentation of Education Programs.
In an effort to achieve its purpose, the Pickering Museum Village Foundation coordinates
various fundraising initiatives. Since its inception, the Pickering Museum Village
Foundation has contributed to the interior restoration of the 1853 Bible Christian Chapel,
reconstruction of the 1830 Puterbaugh Schoohouse, heritage tree and shrub planting at the
Pickering Museum Village, installation of schoolhouse bell and cairn, repairs and cleaning of
the 1890 reed pump organ and the acquisition of a computer, hardware and digital cameral
for artifact cataloguing at the Pickering Museum Village.
In recent months, the Pickering Museum Village Foundation has focused its attention to the
restoration of the Brougham Central Hotel located at the Pickering Museum Village. In
December 2001, the Pickering Museum Village Foundation commissioned a Brougham
Central Hotel Conservation Study by Andre Scheinman (Heritage Preservation Consultant)
to examine and evaluate the historic and architectural data associated with the Brougham
Central Hotel and derive a plan for its use, restoration and interpretation.
In June 2002, the Pickering Museum Village Foundation made a commitment to Pickering
City Council to fully fund the complete move and restoration of the Brougham Central Hotel
as a Temperance Hotel at a total cost of approximately $500,000.

________________________________________________________________________

77

City of Pickering
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Services Master Plan

November 2002

5.0 FACILITY ASSESSMENT
This section of the technical report identifies the current level of facility service available to
Pickering residents. Moreover, it indicates the rate of facility development that is required if
the City of Pickering wishes to maintain a status quo level of facility service delivery in the
next 5 to 10 years. To be clear, the information included in this section identifies growth to
maintain the current level of facility service delivery in future years. It does nothing to
suggest what the rate of facility expansion should be to position the City of Pickering as a
leader in sport and recreation services. The strategic report will address this issue.
This facility assessment is based on several factors:
• Demographic and population projections
• Recreation and leisure trends
• Community Survey responses
• User Group Survey responses
• Current inventory of facility services (provided by City staff)
• Input from focus groups
The charts below will represent all major indoor and outdoor facility services offered by the
City of Pickering. The charts are organized in a way that clearly identifies the current level
of service delivery, the population it serves, the primary users of the facility, current capacity,
any restrictions to participation that may exist for that facility and the demand expressed by
various survey participants. The charts also identify the number of additional facilities that
are required to maintain this current level of service in 5 & 10 years. Each chart will be
followed by a more detailed review of any notable factors.
To better understand the information in the charts, please be advised that:
• Capacity Use: is a reflection of how frequently the facility is permitted with the City
of Pickering
• Leisure Trends: is based on the literature in the field of leisure, recreation and sport
services. It also may include information received by the community user group
surveys and/or youth and seniors focus group sessions.
• Restricted Participation: is based on the number of individuals on the waiting list as
reported in the respective sport user group surveys. It also included those community
telephone respondents that indicated that “there was a leisure activity that they would
like to do but did not do”.
• User Group Demand: includes the number of additional facility hours required by
various sport users groups to meet their existing and future programs needs. It also
includes the percentage of community telephone respondents that indicated that
“additional facilities are needed in the City of Pickering”.
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Table 5.1
Total
Number

Outdoor
Soccer
Fields

34

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults

1:2,588

C/Y/A

Capacity Use

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

User Group
Demand

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at capacity
UC = daytime
AC = evening

↑

• 103
• 134 additional
participants
hours per week
currently on
for existing
PSC waiting
programs
list
•
306
additional hours
per week for
future programs
• of those
respondents to
the community
telephone survey
that expressed a
need for
additional/new
facilities, 3.5%
want additional
soccer facilities

Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

4/1:2,643
(38 outdoor soccer fields in total)

5/1:2,614
(43 outdoor soccer fields in total)
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Outdoor Soccer Field Analysis:
According to the facility inventory chart, there are a total of 34 outdoor soccer fields in
Pickering. Of the 34 soccer fields, 3 full soccer fields are lit and 12 soccer fields are
considered mini fields. The majority of soccer field users have been identified as children
and the majority of the activity on soccer fields is recorded as scheduled or permitted.
Soccer field use is at capacity during the evenings (after 5pm) but under capacity during the
day (before 5 pm). This is expected if the majority of soccer field users are children – they
are engaged in the schools during the weekday. Only 4 soccer fields are reported to have
parking available for users, only one park (Kinsmen Park) is identified as having a washroom
facility with concession stand and one park (Dunmoore Park) has both washroom and
changeroom facilities.
The results of the community telephone survey indicate that, of those respondents (30.3%)
that expressed the need for additional/new facilities, 3.5% identified that they want
additional soccer fields available in Pickering. Respondents to the sport user group survey
also identified the need for additional soccer fields, particularly lit soccer fields. That is,
134 additional hours are required per week to meet their existing program needs and an
additional 306 hours per week to meet their future program needs. The Pickering Soccer
Club identify a current waiting list of 103 participants while also projecting their
membership to rise in the next 3 to 5 years. Leisure trends indicate that soccer participation
will rise in the years to come due to the inexpensive nature of the sport and the rise in female
athletics (particularly with team sports). The sport user group respondents indicated that the
fields are not currently provided adequate rest time. They also suggest that lighting
additional fields could help provide additional soccer field availability.
The City of Pickering has received a Pickering Soccer Club Facilities Business Plan. This is
a proposal to enter into a partnership agreement with the City of Pickering to develop a
soccer complex to accommodate the growing – but unsatisfied – demand for recreational and
competitive programs for both youth and adults. The Pickering Soccer Club’s proposal
identified that this soccer complex, consisting of a two surface indoor facility and six new
full size outdoor fields would address the problem of insufficient playing surfaces, greatly
assist in the skills development of coaches and referees and consequently improve the skill
level of participants. The proposal identifies that an indoor soccer complex will be a selffinancing property.
Outdoor Soccer Field Projected Growth:
As per the Table 5.1, an additional 4 soccer fields are required by 2006 and an additional 5
soccer fields are required by 2011. The addition of 9 soccer fields in total would increase
the number of soccer fields in Pickering from 34 in 2000 to 43 in 2011. Some consideration
can be made to phase out some soccer fields for the development of additional fields in a
multi-purpose facility. These phased out fields could then be used solely for alternative
activities such as football and rugby and the multi-purpose facility could allow for the
exclusivity of fields the PSC request.
Table 5.2
Total
Number

Current
Level of

Primary
Users

Capacity Use

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

User Group
Demand
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C/Y/A
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UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at capacity

Ball
Diamonds
Baseball

5

1:17,600

Softball

37

1:2,378

Scrub

1

1:88,000

Total

43

1:2,047

UC = daytime
AC = evening

↑ softball
and slopitch
→ baseball

• 8-10 people
on waiting
list for West
Pickering
Slo-Pitch
• 8-10 people
on waiting
list for
Pickering
Rec.Fastball
Assoc.

• 62.5
additional
hours per
week for
existing
programs
• 41
additional
hours per
week for
future
programs
• of those
respondents to
the community
telephone
survey that
expressed a
need for
additional/new
facilities, 4.8%
want additional
baseball
facilities

Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418
Baseball = 1/1:16,736.33

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402
Baseball =0/1:18,734

Softball = 5/2,391

Softball = 5/1:2,392

Scrub = 0/1:100,418

Scrub = 1/1:112,402

Total = 6/1:2,049
(49 ball diamonds in total)

Total = 6/1:2,061
(55 ball diamonds in total)
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Ball Diamond Analysis:
According to the facility inventory chart, there are currently a total of 43 ball diamonds in
Pickering. More specifically, five are baseball diamonds, thirty-seven are softball diamonds
and one is a scrub. A total of 14 of the 43 ball diamonds in Pickering are lit while 11 ball
diamonds offer parking to the public. Of the 43 diamonds in Pickering, five ball diamonds
provide washroom facilities and only three provide change room facilities. The majority of
use for the ball diamonds in Pickering is among children (with the exception of Kinsmen
park which is primarily used by adults). Futhermore, the degree of the activity on the ball
diamonds is equal between scheduled and unscheduled play.
As reported in the community telephone survey, of those respondents that expressed the need
for additional facilities, 4.8% indicated that additional baseball facilities were required in
Pickering. The sport user groups that participated in the Master Plan process identified that
an additional 62.5 hours per week was required to meet existing program needs. To meet
future program needs, a total of 41 additional hours was listed as a requirement. Currently,
there are a total of approximately 20 people on the waiting list of various ball diamond sport
groups.
Moreover, Pickering Men’s Slo Pitch League anticipate their membership will
grow in the next three to five years.
According to the literature, softball will increase in popularity in future years while baseball
will remain stable. Gender accessibility and low equipment costs will contribute to the sport
growth.
Ball Diamond Projected Development:
As indicated in Table 5.2, one additional baseball diamond and five softball diamonds need
to be developed by 2006. To meet status quo in 2011, an additional 5 softball diamonds and
1 scrub are required to be developed in Pickering. In total an additional 12 diamonds are
required to be developed in Pickering by 2011.
Once again, some sport user groups
identified an interest in the development of a multi-purpose facility so that amenities can be
shared among sport user groups. The size of the ball diamonds must be regulation size. The
limitation with the current ball diamond facilities, as expressed by the sport user groups, is
that they are smaller then regulation size and are unsuitable for league play.
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Table 5.3
Total
Number

Outdoor
Ice Rinks

5

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults

1:17,600

C/Y/A

Capacity Use

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

Unavailable

None reported

User Group
Demand

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at
capacity
UC = daytime
AC = evening

•

Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

1/1:16,736
(6 outdoor ice rinks in total)

0/1:20,400
(6 outdoor ice rinks in total)

Outdoor Ice Rink Analysis:
According to the Facility Inventory Chart, there are a total of five outdoor ice rinks in
Pickering. Two of the five ice rinks are lit. Nearly all activity on Pickering’s outdoor ice
rinks are unscheduled pick up play. Four ice rinks have parking available for the public. A
total of two ice rinks have washroom and changeroom facilities. Only one outdoor ice rink
in Pickering has a concession stand.
Of those community respondents that expressed the need for additional/new facilities in
Pickering, 16.6% want additional outdoor ice rinks. Sport user groups that participated in the
Master Plan did not mention a need for additional outdoor ice rink facilities.
Outdoor Ice Rink Projected Growth:
As per Table 5.3, one additional outdoor ice rink is required to be developed by 2006 in
order to maintain status quo.
A total of 6 outdoor ice rinks by 2011 would result in
sufficient facility development to provide the same level as service as in the year 2000.
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Table 5.4
Total
Number

Outdoor
Tennis
Courts

24

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Capacity Use

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at capacity

1:3,667

C/Y/A

UC = daytime
AC = evening

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

User Group
Demand

→

None reported

• 24 additional
hours per
week for new
programs

Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

4/1:3,719
(27 outdoor tennis courts in total)

3/1:3,626
(31 outdoor tennis courts in total)

Outdoor Tennis:
According to the facility inventory chart, a total of 24 outdoor tennis courts are offered in
Pickering today.
All of the twenty-four outdoor tennis courts in Pickering are lit.
Moreover, three courts have washroom facilities, three courts have concession stands, two
courts have changeroom facilities and a total of 5 courts offer parking to facility users. The
vast majority of facility users are identified as being adults. The outdoor tennis courts are
under capacity during the day but near or at capacity during the evening.
There was not an expressed interest by the community telephone respondents or the vast
majority of sport user groups for additional outdoor tennis courts in Pickering. Only one
tennis association in Pickering identified the need for 24 additional hours per week to
accommodate new members. Leisure trends identify that outdoor tennis activity will
experience stable growth in the next few years.
Outdoor Tennis Court Projected Growth:
As per Table 5.4, an additional 4 outdoor tennis courts are required by 2006 and additional 3
outdoor tennis courts are required by 2011. Therefore, a total of 7 outdoor tennis courts are
required by 2011. As a result, the total number of outdoor tennis courts in Pickering by
2011 should reach 31.
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Table 5.5
Total

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Capacity Use

Year 2000
–
88,000

C=
children
Y = youth
A = adults

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at
capacity

6

1:14,667

C/Y/A

UC = daytime
AC = evening

→

1

1:88,000

A

unknown

unavailable

2

1:44,000

A

unknown

unavailable

3

1:29,333

C/Y/A

UC = daytime
AC = evening

unavailable

1

1:88,000

A

UC

unavailable

2

1:44,000

A

unavailable

unavailable

Number

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

User Group
Demand

Other Outdoor
Facilities
Outdoor Basketball

Lawn Bowling

Bocce

Football/Rugby

Cricket

Horseshoe

• of those
community
telephone
survey
None Reported
respondents
that
expressed a
• unable to
need for
meet
additional/
existing/future new facilities,
2.8%
needs due to
want
lack of indoor
additional lit
bocce facility
outdoor
for winter
basketball
months
facilities
• 60 people on
• 52
waiting list
additional
for Dolphins
hours per
Football
week for
existing
None Reported
and new
football
programs
None Reported
None Reported
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Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

Outdoor Basketball = 1/1:14,345
(7 outdoor basketball courts in total)

Outdoor Basketball = 1/1:14,050
(8 outdoor basketball courts in total)

Lawn Bowling = 0/1:100,418
(1 lawn bowling green in total)

Lawn Bowling = 0/1:112,402
(1 lawn bowling green in total)

Bocce = 0/1:50,209
(2 bocce courts in total)

Bocce = 1/1:37,467
(3 bocce courts in total)

Football/Ruby = 0/1:33,473
(3 football/rugby fields in total)

Football/Ruby = 1/1:28,101
(4 football/rugby fields in total)

Cricket = 0/1:100,418
(1 cricket field in total)

Cricket = 0/1:112,402
(1 cricket field in total)

Horseshoe 0/1:50,209
(2 horseshoe pits in total)

Horseshoe 1/1:37,467
(3 horseshoe pits in total)

Outdoor Basketball Analysis:
There are a total of six outdoor basketball courts in Pickering as of the year 2000. Few
amenities are offered at these facilities. Only one outdoor basketball facility offers parking
to the public. Users of all ages utilize this facility.
Of those community telephone respondents that expressed the need for additional/new
facilities in Pickering, 2.8% indicated that they would like additional outdoor basketball
courts.
Sport user groups did not mention the need for additional outdoor basketball
courts. The leisure trend information reveals a stable growth in this sport.
Outdoor Basketball Projected Growth:
One additional outdoor basketball court is required by 2006 and another additional outdoor
basketball court is required by 2011. In this case, a total of 8 outdoor basketball courts
would provide a consistent level of service per today’s standards.
Lawn Bowling Analysis:
There is one lawn bowling green (8 lanes) currently offered in Pickering and it is located at
the East Shore Community Centre. The primary users of this facility are seniors and adults
and the facility offers parking to the public.
Lawn Bowling Projected Growth:
An additional lawn bowling green is not required by 2011 in order to meet today’s leisure
service standards.
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Bocce Analysis:
A total of 2 bocce courts are currently offered in Pickering. These courts are both located at
Centennial Park. The primary users of this facility are adults and the facility offers parking
to the public. The sport user group identified the need for an indoor bocce facility to
accommodate participation during the winter months.
Bocce Projected Growth:
One additional bocce facility development is required by 2011 in order to meet today’s
leisure service standards.
Football/Rugby Facility Analysis:
There are three football/rugby fields currently available in Pickering. Two of these fields are
both lit and offer parking to the public. The majority of facility users are children and the
vast majority of activity on the field is structured or permitted. The sport user groups that
participated in the Master Plan process identified that an additional 52 hours per week was
required to meet existing and new program needs. Currently, there are a total of
approximately 60 people on the waiting list for Dolphins Football. Dolphins Football has
identified that they require 2 additional playing fields, that are dedicated to their sport, with
adequate changeroom and storage facilities. Dolphins Football went on to suggest that a
stadium be built that can be shared among various youth sport organizations.
Football/Rugby Projected Development:
One additional football/rugby field is required by 2011 in order to meet today’s leisure
service standards.
Cricket Analysis:
There is one cricket field currently offered in Pickering and it is located at Alex Robertson
Park. Also, the facility offers parking to the public. The use of the facility is under capacity
– restricted to primarily weeknight and weekend use.
Cricket Projected Development:
Additional cricket facility development is not required by 2011 in order to meet today’s
leisure service standards. The Cricket Club that participated in the Sport User Group survey
did identify a need for a clubhouse with running water, electrical capability and washroom
facilities. The sport of cricket takes place over many hours and the addition of a clubhouse
with water and power would allow the participating teams to get changed, refrigerate
beverages and food and have a convenient place to use the washroom.
Horseshoe Facility Analysis:
There is one horseshoe facility provided in Pickering. This facility is privately owned and is
located at the East Shore Community Centre. The primary users of this facility are adults.
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Horseshoe Projected Growth:
One additional horseshoe facility development is required by 2011 in order to meet today’s
leisure service standards.
Table 5.6
Total
Number

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults

Capacity Use

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

User Group
Demand

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at capacity

Indoor Ice
Rinks
Pickering
Recreation
Complex

2

C/Y/A

UC = daytime
AC = evening

↑

Don Beer
Arena

2

C/Y/A

UC = daytime
AC = evening

↑

Total

4

1:22,000

The service level the City of Pickering has
calculated for indoor ice surface facility
development is 1:18,000

•

130-160
participant
s currently
on PHA
waiting list
• 4.8% of
community
respondents
(adults)
• 21.6% o f
community
respondents
(children)

• 64 additional
hours per
week for
existing
programs
• 15.5
additional
hours per
week for
future
programs
• of those
respondents
to the
community
telephone
survey that
expressed a
need for
additional/n
ew
facilities,
15.2% want
additional
arena
facilities
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Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 104,500

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

2/1:16,736
(6 indoor ice rinks in total)

0/1:18,734
(6 indoor ice rinks in total)

Indoor Ice Rink Analysis:
According to the Facility Inventory Chart, there are a total of four indoor ice rinks provided
by the municipality in Pickering. More specifically, there are two ice pads offered at Don
Beer Arena and two ice pads offered at the Pickering Recreation Complex. The users of the
facility vary but include persons of all ages, primarily youth. The use of the facility is under
capacity during the daytime and at capacity during the evening. The facilities offer several
amenities that include bleacher seating, changerooms, shower facilities, officials room. The
Rec. Complex also offers meeting room space, banquet hall and snack bar.
The results of the community telephone survey indicate that, of those respondents that
expressed the need for additional/new facilities in Pickering, 15.2% want additional indoor
arenas. Sport User Groups also identified a need for additional ice pad space. That is, a
total of 64 additional hours per week was identified as needed in order to meet existing
program needs. An additional 15.5 hours per week as identified as a requirement in order to
meet future program needs. Both sport user groups and community residents felt restricted
from participating in hockey in Pickering. For example, approximately 130 to 160 people
are on the PHA waiting list. And community respondents indicated that arena use is
something they would like to do but do not do (4.8% for adults and 21.6% for children).
Leisure Trend information indicate that indoor hockey will undergo moderate growth in the
future. The nature of the activity involves an expense in gear and increased risk of safety these factors will limit its growth in future years. Also, the demographic of participants for
this sport is 10-25 years and this segment of the population is not expected to experience
growth in the next few years.
Indoor Ice Rink Projected Growth:
As per the Table 5.6, an additional 2 ice pads are required by 2006 to maintain the service
level of 1:18,000. The addition of 2 ice pads in total would increase the number of indoor
ice pads in Pickering from 4 in 2000 to 6 in 2011. A third ice pad is planned for Don Beer
Arena.
Sport user groups identified a strong need for improved facility amenities.
Currently, female hockey players are placed in changerooms more suited to men.
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Table 5.7
Total
Number

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults
S = seniors

Capacity Use

Restricted
Participation

↑

Of those
community
respondents
who reported a
restriction to
participation,
12.1% (adults),
14.3% (teens),
17.5%
(children) said
it was due to a
lack of facilities

User Group
Demand

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at
capacity

Community
Centre
(Multipurpose
Space)
East Shore
Community
Centre

1

C/Y/A

NC

Westshore
Community
Centre

1

C/Y/A

NC

Claremont
Community
Centre

1

unavailable

UC=daytime
NC=evening

Mount Zion
Community
Centre

1

UC

Greenwood
Community
Centre

1

UC

Whitevale
Community
Centre

1

Brougham
Community
Hall

1

UC

Green River
Community
Centre

1

UC

C/Y/A

Leisure
Trends

• 17.4% of
community
telephone
respondents
indicated
that indoor
facilities
such as
community
centers did
not
adequately
meet their
needs
• youth in
focus group
sessions
expressed
an interest
for
community
centers near
their home

UC
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Petticoat
Library and
Community
Centre

1

C/Y/A/S

UC=daytime
NC=evening

Don Beer
Banquet Hall

1

C/Y/A

UC=daytime
NC=evening

Pickering
Recreation
Complex

1

C/Y/A/S

UC=daytime
NC=evening

Seniors’
Activity Centre

1

Seniors

NC

Total
11

1:8,000

Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

2/1:7,724
(13 community centres in total)

1/1:8,029
(14 community centres in total)

Community Centre/Multipurpose Facility Analysis:
As per the facility inventory chart, there are a total of 11 community centres in Pickering.
These facilities offer a variety of amenities and services. These facilities are used for City
programs, community group meeting/activity space, youth programs, senior programs,
community daycare, and party/meeting room rentals. A public library is offered at the
Claremont Community Centre and Petticoat Creek Library and Community Centre. The
facility amenities can include a kitchen, banquet/meeting hall, multi-purpose room, lounge
and play areas.
The Pickering Recreation Complex, East Shore Community Centre, Westshore Community
Centre and Seniors Activity Centre are all near capacity in terms of their usage. For the most
part the other facilities are under capacity during the day and near capacity during the
evening. The northern community centers, with the exception of the Claremont Community
Centre are primarily under capacity.
The City of Pickering offers two multipurpose spaces for gym activity to its residents. They
are located at the Claremont Community Centre and the East Shore Community Centre.
These gymnasiums are under capacity during the daytime and near or at capacity during the
evenings. The Durham District School Board and the Durham Catholic District School
Board permit both primary and secondary school gymnasiums to the City of Pickering so that
the City can operate various gym programs. The use of school gymnasiums is definitely at
capacity during the evenings which allows for little opportunities for program development.
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The Seniors Activity Centre located at the East Shore Seniors Centre primarily serves the
seniors population and operates near capacity at the East Shore Seniors Centre.
Leisure trend information reveals that the interest and need for seniors centers will increase
in the next few years. The rise in the seniors population, coupled with the interest in passive
forms of leisure activities commonly offered at seniors centers will be the reason for this
growth.
Of those community telephone respondents that expressed the need for additional/new
facilities, 2.1% want to see additional seniors’ centers built in Pickering. The seniors that
participated in the senior focus groups identified the need for increased space at their
respective seniors’ centre in order to accommodate future seniors programming and the
increased seniors’ population.
The community telephone survey indicated that residents generally wanted more facilities in
which the City of Pickering can provide programs. The term community centre was not
always used but the concept of program development offered in areas near their homes was a
general interest.
The results of the community telephone survey also indicated that respondents were
restricted from participating in activities they would like to due to a lack of facilities
available in Pickering. In fact, lack of facilities reportedly restricted the participation of
adults by 12.1%, teens by 14.3% and children by 17.5%. A total of 17.4% of respondents
indicated that the facilities that were offered in Pickering did not meet their needs and their
reasons were the following:
• need larger complex
• facilities too small
• bigger hall facilities needed
• washroom facilities are poor
Leisure trend information indicates that the interest in community centers will rise in the
future. This is due to the increased rate of participation among older adults. Transportation
is sometimes an issue and therefore facilities offered within the community will appeal to
residents. Leisure trends also indicate that the interest in multi-purpose facilities will
definitely rise in future years. The rise in working and single parent families makes it critical
for one facility to meet the needs of all family members – regardless of their age or leisure
interest. This will result in a one-stop shopping concept that these families need in order to
fit leisure into their busy schedules.
The results of the community telephone survey identified that 10% of teens felt that they
were restricted from participating in volleyball – an activity that takes place in a gymnasium.
In much the same way, adults and children were also reported to be restricted from
participation in various activities that must be offered in a gymnasium in order to operate.
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They are:
Adults: volleyball, sports, indoor soccer, basketball, dances, badminton
Children: volleyball, gymnastics, dance class/dances, kickboxing, summer camps
Respondents felt that the gymnasiums offered currently in the City of Pickering were too
small and not available enough to meet their needs. Sport user groups identified the need for
adequate but specifically designed space to offer indoor soccer and recreational/competitive
gymnastics. Youth that participated in the focus groups sessions identified that they would
like increased gym time to participate in activities they enjoy – namely basketball for males
and volleyball for females.
Leisure trends indicate that the interest and subsequent need for gymnasium space will
increase in future years. Gymnasiums are a commodity in the field of recreation and leisure
service delivery because they can accommodate a wide range of structured and unstructured
recreation programs.
These programs can include dances, sports, fitness classes,
instructional activities and trade shows. Multi-purpose facilities that include gymnasium
space will be an asset in future service delivery as the opportunity for such space is declining
while the interest in such activities, particularly among youth, is increasing.
And 9.7% of community respondents identified that they wanted an additional Rec. Complex
offered in Pickering. Sport User Groups requested that multi-purpose facilities adjacent to
sport specific outdoor facilities be built to accommodate so that more than one sport user
group can be accommodated. This would enable various Pickering sport user groups to
utilize shared meeting room and change room spaces.
The Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club has requested to enter into a partnership agreement
with the City of Pickering to construct a new Gymnastic Centre. The City of Pickering has
received a Pickering Soccer Club Facilities Business Plan. This is a proposal to enter into a
partnership agreement with the City of Pickering to develop an indoor/outdoor soccer
complex to accommodate the growing – but unsatisfied – demand for recreational and
competitive programs for both youth and adults.
Community Centre Projected Growth:
As per the Table 5.7, an additional 2 community centres are required by 2006 and one
additional community centre is required by 2011 in order to maintain the current level of
facility service in Pickering. The addition of 3 community centres in total would increase
the number of community centers in Pickering from 11 in 2000 to 14 in 2011.
Community Centres that include gymnasiums are becoming increasingly important with the
diminished opportunity for gym space in the schools. Opportunity for gym space is declining
while the interest in such activities, particularly among youth, is increasing. Also, it is
important that future Community Centre/Multipurpose facility development make provision
to accommodate future seniors programming and the increased senior population.
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Table 5.8
Total
Number

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults

Capacity Use

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

User Group
Demand

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at capacity

Fitness
Facilities
Fitness
Centre

1

C/Y/A/S

NC = daytime
AC = evening

Indoor
Tennis
Courts
(4 courts)

1

C/Y/A/S

NC = daytime
AC = evening

Squash &
Racquetball
Courts
(6 squash &
2 rqball)

1

C/Y/A/S

UC = daytime
AC = evening

Total

3

→

• of those
respondents to
the community
telephone
survey that
expressed a
need for
additional/new
facilities, 9.7%
want additional
fitness facilities
• of those
respondents
to the
community
telephone
survey that
expressed a
need for
additional/n
ew
facilities,
1.4% want
additional
tennis
facilities

•

4.8%
community
respondents
(adult) –
fitness
• 16.7%
community
respondents
(youth) –
weight
training
Restrictions
expressed in
Seniors Focus
Group Sessions

1:29,333

Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

0/1:33,473
(3 fitness facilities in total)

1/1:28,101
(4 fitness facilities in total)
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Fitness Facilities Analysis:
According to the facility inventory chart, there is only one municipally owned fitness centre
available to its residents. This fitness center is located at the Pickering Recreation Complex.
The Pickering Recreation Complex Fitness Centre provides various fitness services to the
community that include a cardio annex, weight room, fitness testing office and fitness
classes. Two other community centers in Pickering are used as satellite locations for
scheduled fitness programs. An additional six fitness centres are offered in Pickering by the
private sector. The level of use for the Rec. Complex Fitness Centre is primarily at capacity.
The Rec. Complex services over 3,000 members however there are some facility features
that need improvement.
They are:
• inadequate flooring in the banquet hall to accommodate fitness classes
• very small cardio annex and weight room – membership has outgrown its size
• fitness testing office that does not provide adequate privacy
The City of Pickering offers its residents one Indoor Tennis facility. This facility is located
at the Pickering Recreation Complex and offers a total of 4 indoor tennis courts. Residents
of all ages use the facility and it is used near capacity. The City of Pickering also offers its
residents 6 squash and two racquetball courts at the Pickering Recreation Complex.
The results of the community telephone survey indicated that respondents felt a restriction to
participate in fitness centers. That is, 4.8% of adults felt a restriction to participate in
general fitness and 16.7% felt that youth were restricted from participating in weight training.
Of those community telephone respondents that expressed the need for additional/new
facilities in Pickering, 9.7% indicated that they would like additional fitness facilities.
The results of the community telephone survey also indicate that, of those respondents that
want additional/new facilities in Pickering, 1.4% want additional indoor tennis court
facilities. Moreover, seniors that participated in the senior focus groups sessions reported a
restriction to participating in tennis due to the limited booking opportunities.
The Pickering Squash Club have requested to enter into a partnership agreement with the
City to construct two double squash courts at the Pickering Recreation Complex.
Leisure trends indicate that participation in physical fitness will remain stable in future years.
With the onset of an aging population and an increase interest among children and youth for
participation in team sports, the rise in pure physical fitness will not be realized. Fitness
Centres, however, are a major source of revenue generation for most municipalities and
when offered alongside pool and other sport venues (squash, tennis) can offset costs any
losses and provide a profitable multi-purpose recreation establishment.
Leisure Trend information indicates that tennis participation and squash will remain stable
particularly as the population continues to age. Accordingly, tennis clubs anticipate their
membership to remain stable in the next 3 to 5 years.
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Fitness Facilities Projected Growth:
As per Table 5.8, an additional fitness facility is required by 2011 in order to maintain the
current level of facility service. The current fitness centre does not adequately meet the
needs of its members by its various limitations (primarily size), the need for an additional
fitness centre or an expansion of the current fitness centre is critical. In this way, the level of
service provided to its members would be enhanced.

Table 5.9
Total
Number

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults

Capacity Use

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

↑

• 14 people on
waiting list
with Special
Children’s
Swim
Program
• 4.8% of
community
respondents
(adults)
• 28.4% of
community
respondents
(children)

User Group
Demand

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at
capacity

Indoor Pool
Dunbarton
Pool
(6 lane, 25
metre)

1

C/Y/A

AC

Pickering
Recreation
Complex
(8 lane,
25 metre,
training pool
& diving
well)

1

C/Y/A/S

NC

Total

2

• 2 hours of
additional
hours per
week for
existing
programs
• 2 hours of
additional
hours per
week for
future
programs
• of those
respondents
to the
community
telephone
survey that
expressed a
need for
additional/n
ew
facilities,
2.8% want
additional
pool
facilities

1:44,000

The service level the City of Pickering has calculated
for indoor swimming pool development is 1:35,000
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Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

1/1:33,473
(3 indoor pools in total)

0/1:37,467
(3 indoor pools in total)

Indoor Pool Analysis:
According to the Facility Inventory Chart, the City of Pickering provides two indoor pools to
its residents. These pools are located at the Pickering Recreation Complex and the
Dunbarton Indoor Pool. These facilities accommodate City programs and various sport user
groups. The Pickering Recreation Complex is an 8 lane, 25 metre pool with a diving well
and a separate training pool that operates at capacity. The Dunbarton Indoor Pool is a 6 lane,
25 meter pool with a meeting room that operates near capacity.
The results of the community telephone survey indicate that of those respondents that felt a
restriction to participate in leisure activities, 4.8% of adults and 28.4% of children were
specifically restricted from participating in pool activities. In addition, of those community
telephone survey respondents that expressed the need for additional/new facilities in
Pickering, 2.8% wanted additional outdoor pools while 1.4% want additional wading pools.
The Special Children’s Swim Program reported a waiting list to join of 14 people to join
their group. Sport user groups that utilize a pool for their program reported to need 2 hours
of additional hours per week to meet the needs of their existing programs and 2 additional
hours per week to meet the need of their future programs.
Leisure trend information indicates that participation in pool activities will increase in years
to come. This form of activity is very popular among children and provides older adults
with relief to their joints and muscles while exercising.
Indoor Pool Projected Growth:
As per Table 5.9 an additional indoor swimming pool is required by 2006 to maintain the
service level of 1:35,000. The additional indoor pool will accommodate the needs of the
growing Pickering population, continued popularity in swimming and the need for increased
use by various groups and the City’s Learn to Swim Program.
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Table 6.0
Total
Number

Current
Level of
Service

Primary
Users

Year 2000
–
88,000

C = children
Y = youth
A = adults

Capacity Use

Leisure
Trends

Restricted
Participation

User Group
Demand

UC = under
capacity
NC = near
capacity
AC = at
capacity

Gymnastic
Facility
Commercial Space is leased by the
Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club

Total

1

1:88,000

C/Y/A

unavailable

unavailable

• 15-50 people • 15 hours of
on waiting
additional
list with
hours per week
Pickering
for existing
Aerials
programs
Gymnastics • 10 hours of
Club
additional
• of those
hours per
respondents
week for
to the
future
community
programs
telephone
survey that
expressed a
need for
additional
children’s
programs,
gymnastics
was listed
(but
percentage
was not
provided)

Additional Facilities Required
for 2006 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2006 = 100,418

Additional Facilities Required
for 2011 to Maintain Status Quo
Year 2011 = 112,402

0/1:100,418
(1 gymnastic facility in total)

0/1:112,402
(1 gymnastic facility in total)
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Gymnastic Facility Analysis:
According to the Facility Inventory Chart, the City of Pickering does not provide a municipal
gymnastic facility to its residents. One gymnastic facility is provided to Pickering residents
by the Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club. This facility is 10,800 sq. ft. leased commercial
space that offers both recreational and competitive gymnastic programs to residents between
18 months to 55 years.
In the community telephone survey, gymnastics was cited as an activity that children would
like to, but do not currently, participate in. Respondents also cited lack of programs and lack
of facilities as the reason why children were not participating in these programs. Sport user
groups reported to need 15 hours of additional hours per week to meet the needs of their
existing programs and 10 additional hours per week to meet the need of their future
programs.
The Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club had specific concerns regarding facility space and
have identified the following:
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club are unable to accommodate additional
participants in all or part of their program.
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club indicated that their membership has primarily
remained stable over the last 3 to 5 years – primarily due to an inability to
accommodate more members – not because of a lack of interest among the
community.
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club anticipate a participant growth in next 3 to 5
years.
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club identified that they were unable to meet their
current needs with the existing facilities.
Facility Limitations:
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club are subject to a high lease cost of commercial
building space and that coupled with ongoing facility maintenance costs and property
taxes make it virtually impossible to afford a larger commercial facility.
• Gymnastics is a very equipment intensive sport. Approximately 90% of the current
11,000 square foot facility is directly allocated to program use. This results in
limited change room space for girls, no change room for boys (they use washroom),
congested waiting area and athletes eating in the hallway. At least an additional
5,000 square feet is required to accommodate the current program operation.
• the Aerials Gymnastics Club is the exclusive users of a leased commercial facility.
As a result, programming takes place 7 days a week, year round. However, young
girls are the main program participants and as such the club is restricted to end
programming in the early evening so that the girls and their parents feel more
comfortable with personal safety. Also the facility is not air conditioned and this
limits the extend of gymnastics programming in the summer months.
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club require a total of 15 additional hours to meet their
existing program demands.
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Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club require an additional 42 hours to meet their
future program demands.
Future programs can include Boy’s competitive
gymnastics, rhythmic gymnastics, competitive trampoline, power tumbling,
dance/aerobics, and cheer leading.
Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club require a new facility that could also
accommodate annual invitation meets, awards banquets and camps.

New Facility Requirements:
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club require an 18,000 – 20,000 square foot
permanent/semi-permanent structure with 19’ high ceilings in the shape of a square
approx. 140 ft x140 ft. The facility would also require 20-25% non-programmable
space such as administration, vestible, washrooms, changerooms, storage areas. The
program area would include two 40’ x 40’ raised sprung floors, four 12’ x 17’ in
ground euro-tramps, warming track and open vaulting pit of approx. 12’ x 18’.
• Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club would also like to access outside green space for
outdoor summer training and conditioning.
Gymnastic Facility Projected Growth:
As per Table 6.0 a municipal gymnastics facility is not offered by the City of Pickering. To
continue to maintain the current gymnastic programs, available to residents, there is a need
for a gymnastic facility in Pickering. The Pickering Aerials Gymnastics Club have identified
an immediate need to expand their training facility at 1095 Kingston Road. The associated
costs of expanding are prohibitive (retrofitting and the additional cost to lease additional
floor space) without the financial assistance from the City of Pickering. The additional
space at their current training centre presents an excellent opportunity for the Aerials to meet
both their current and future program needs. As a long term solution, the Pickering Aerials
Gymnastics Club has requested to enter into a partnership agreement with the City to
construct a new Gymnastics Centre.
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6.0 PROGRAM SERVICE ASSESSMENT
6.1 Current Level of Service Provision
6.1.1 Recreation Programs
The City of Pickering, Operations and Emergency Services Department, Culture and
Recreation Division offers 420 individual recreation programs to its residents over the period
of one year (winter, spring/summer, fall sessions). A significant number of those programs
are geared toward the preschool and children population. Approximately three quarters of
the preschool, adult and seniors programs gain sufficient registration in order to operate.
Programs for children operate at a rate of two thirds and just under half of all youth programs
have sufficient registration to operate.
Structured youth programs operate at a decreased
rate for several reasons. That is, structured youth programs require youth to commit to a
specific day and time for an entire session – youth often prefer drop-in programs to avoid this
type of commitment. Structured youth drop in programs typically require the youth to pay a
fee to register – youth are often deterred from participating if a fee is involved as financial
resources are limited for this age group. Structured programs often take place in a designated
community centers and if the centre is not located near a young persons home they will be
discouraged to attend as transportation to the program is an issue.
The number of recreation programs that reach capacity is nearly three quarters or more in
preschool, child, adult/seniors programs. Youth programs once again have a decreased rate
of reaching capacity. The reasons for this are the same as those outlined earlier. Nearly all
of the recreation programs offered by the City of Pickering are introductory classes. This is
consistent with the traditional role of municipal leisure and recreation service delivery. The
municipality is recognized as a feeder system to the more advanced, technically trained
establishments or sport groups. In this way, the public can be introduced to a program
through the City and then can move onto more advanced training through an organized sport
association or private sector establishment.
There are over 1000 participants over a one year period in both the preschool and
adult/seniors recreation programs, respectively. The children and youth area attract 779
participants over a one year period. The instructor to participant ratio is kept very low in all
age groups with an average of 1 instructor per 12 participants. This ratio ensures the delivery
of safe and high quality leisure programs.
The number of volunteers used for programs and special events total over 50 during a one
year period. Placement opportunities are various and can provide invaluable experience to
the volunteer. The role of the volunteer can be numerous but their contribution serves to free
up the instructor to spend more time with the participants. The contribution of the
community volunteer cannot be undervalued when reviewing the quality of City programs.
All recreation programs offered at the City of Pickering are inclusive and a specialized
program named Our Special Place is also offered special needs children if that is their
preference.
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Table 6.1
Year 2000 Recreation Programs:
Workload Indicator
Number of
Programs/Classes offered
% of classes provided
(where registration was
sufficient)
% of classes that reached
80% capacity

Preschool
21 prog’s / 153
classes

Child
21 prog’s / 107 classes

Youth
12 prog’s / 32
classes

Adult / Senior
36 prog’s / 128
classes

115 classes / 75%

69 classes / 64%

15 classes / 47%

95 classes / 74 %

94 classes / 82%

54 classes / 78%

10 classes / 67%

65 classes 68%

% of classes that are
introductory
% of classes that are
intermediate of advanced
# of participants in
season

100%

100%

95%

90%

0%

0%

5%

10%

1284

Children/Youth: 779

Instructor/leader to
participant ratio
Annual Statistics
# of volunteers working
with Division Programs
i.e. Karate, Preschool,
etc.
# of volunteers for
Special Events
# of programs for
residents with disabilities

1:10

1:10 to 1:12

1:12 to 1:15

1:12 to 1:15

0

0

25

10

0
* Our Special Place
* All programs
integrated

0
* Our Special Place
* All programs
integrated

25

10

All programs
integrated

All programs
integrated

1319
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6.1.2 Aquatic Programs
The City of Pickering, Operations and Emergency Services Department, Culture and
Recreation Division offers 2238 individual aquatic programs to its residents over the
period of one year (winter, spring/summer, fall sessions).
The vast majority of
these aquatic programs are for the preschool and child segment of the population.
Over 80% of all programs for all age groups have sufficient registration in order to
run. Moreover, the number of classes that reach capacity is nearly 100% for all age
groups. It is interesting to note that the aquatic program for the adult/senior
population operate 100% of the time, at 100% capacity. This may be a reflection of
the increased interest among this population to participate in this gentle type of
recreation.
The aquatic program operates on a pre-requisite basis. Therefore, program levels
build on the previous one. Please note, however, that the City of Pickering does not
offer a competitive swim program which could be considered as advanced training.
The total number of people that participate in a season at the City of Pickering is
6186.
Participant to Instructor ratio is 1 to 5 for preschool and children and
increased to 1 to 12 for youth to adult/seniors. This small ratio, once again, ensure
the highest quality leisure service delivery and a great degree of attention to safety.
This is important to the consumer and the municipality.
The number of volunteers utilized in the aquatic section is rather limited. Only
qualified staff can participate in this program and any addition of volunteers would
serve to distract the attention of the instructor on the participant. All programs
offered at the City of Pickering are inclusive and can accommodate the special needs
community.
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Table Year 6.2
2000 Aquatic Programs:
Workload Indicator
Number of
Programs/Classes offered
% of classes provided
(where registration was
sufficient)
% of classes that reached
80% capacity
% of classes that are
introductory
% of classes that are
intermediate of advanced

Preschool

Child

Youth

Adult / Senior

522

1622

40

54

81%

88%

89%

100%

98%

100%

0

Adjustments are made
within the classes to
work to the
participants level

90%
95%
Not applicable to these age groups as each
level is introductory, but advanced of the
previous level

100%

# of participants in season
Instructor/leader to
participant ratio
Annual Statistics
# of volunteers working
with Aquatics Programs
# of volunteers for
Special Events
# of programs for
residents with disabilities

691

4394

257

916

1:5

1:5 or 1:10

1:12

1:12

0

0
0

0
0

24
0

All programs are inclusive

6.2 Existing and Future Needs for Program Service Delivery
6.2.1 Preschool and Children’s Programming
Preschool and Children’s programs offered at the City of Pickering include a wide range of
recreation activities. These programs are both general interest (preschool programs, arts &
crafts, dance programs, sports programs, science programs) and instructional (swim classes
and camps).
As indicated in Table 6.1, all recreation programs for this age group are
introductory. Aquatic programs follow a pre-requisite basis and therefore do require some
previous training.
Community Sport Groups provide community residents with a more
advanced level of training in some recreation programs. These programs can include hockey,
skating, soccer, gymnastics, baseball, squash and football. Between both municipal and
community organized associations, a good range of recreation programs are offered to
Pickering residents.
Respondents of the community telephone survey indicate that their children most often
participate in programs such as swimming, kindergym, hockey, skating, ball hockey, soccer
and tennis. These activities are consistent with the types of programs offered within the City
of Pickering. Moreover, over one third of all respondents (39.6%) indicated that their
children were restricted from participating in programs such as swimming (28.4%) and
hockey/skating (21.6%). Other recreation programs that were mentioned as being restricted
were art classes, martial arts, gymnastics, squash, pre-school programs, volleyball, golf, rock
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climbing, soccer, drama, music programs and kick boxing. Respondents said that the lack of
programs was the main reason why their children were not participating in these programs,
followed by lack of facilities and lack of information.
This information suggests that there are not enough opportunities to participate in swimming
and hockey programs in Pickering. Upon reviewing Table 6.2, it is clear that aquatic
programs do operate at a high rate, while reaching capacity in most cases, leaving little
opportunities for new registrants to join the program. Also, ice sport user groups did indicate
that there were restricted to meet their current and future program needs due to a lack of
facility space. They also reported a waiting list to join their association (ie. PHA has a
waiting list of between 130-160 young people).
With this in mind, perhaps efforts to
provide increased facility spaces to accommodate these sport sectors would be helpful to
meeting the needs of the community.
The City of Pickering can also consider implementing new programs that are not currently
offered but seem to be of interest to the community and they include kickboxing, drama and
music programs. The other activities identified by the community residents are more
specialized (gymnastics & martial arts) and are already provided by community
organizations or the private sector. The City of Pickering can also make efforts to promote
the programs that are available in the community. In this way, residents will be more aware
of the programs available to their children and thus not perceive a restriction to participation.

6.2.2 Youth Programming
There are a limited number of structured programs offered to youth in Pickering. These
recreation activities include art classes, squash lessons and karate program. Structured
activities are not always of interest for youth as it requires a regular commitment of their
time, an investment of a registration fee, and arrangements to get to the program location.
These are often recognized by youth as restrictions to their leisure participation. In order to
accommodate the more flexible, carefree schedule of youth, the City of Pickering offers
drop-in programs more frequently to the youth population.
Therefore, the City of Pickering offers drop in programs to youth, at no charge, on various
evenings throughout the year and at various locations in Pickering. Currently, drop in
programs operate at East Shore Community Centre, St. Mary High School, Dunbarton High
School, Pine Ridge Secondary School and the Brougham Family and Youth Action Centre.
These locations are selected for the facility space they provide (often gym space –
particularly at the schools) and for their proximity to where youth live, work and play. The
types of activities offered at these programs include breakdancing, gym time (basketball),
band nights, coffee houses, hip hop classes and art nights. And as an incentive to attend,
some of these drop in programs offer youth a chance to win a prize for attending (CD’s or
Movie passes).
City of Pickering drop-in programs are quite successful attracting over 40 youth at one
program on any given night. The success of the program is attributed to their facility
location, free cost, loosely structured format and interesting activity type.
The City of
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Pickering also offers youth various special event opportunities throughout the year and
during specific seasons (Canada Day, March Break, Holiday Season).
Youth that participated in the Youth Focus Group sessions identified that the most common
barrier to participation was a lack of transportation and a lack of information. The City of
Pickering must then make increased efforts to offer programs where youth live and enhance
busing service to run later in the evenings, make more frequent stops and offer service on
Sunday. The City should also take considerable efforts to change the way they promote
activities to youth. The youth indicate that word of mouth is the best way to promote youth
programs. In this case, the City of Pickering must use outreach as the most common means
of promoting programs to youth.
Respondents of the community telephone survey indicated that their teenage children most
often participate in programs such as skate park, softball/baseball, hockey, skating, ball
hockey, soccer and tennis. These activities are offered primarily through the organized sport
associations and the private sector. Moreover, just under one third of all respondents
(28.2%) indicated that their teenaged children were restricted from participating in programs
such as weight training (16.7%), volleyball (10%) and drama classes (6.7%). Other
recreation programs that were highlighted as being restricted were self defense classes,
karate/judo, teen dances, hip hop programs, basketball, soccer, fencing, drop-in centers,
fitness classes, leadership programs, swimming and special needs programs for youth.
Respondents said that the lack of programs was the main reason why their children were not
participating in these programs, followed by lack of facilities and lack of information.
The City of Pickering offers many of the programs these community respondents identify as
a restriction. The real deterrent to participation in these cases may be the location of the
program or the fact that youth are not aware that these programs operate. In these instances,
efforts must be made to provide programs at a convenient location, with provision for
transportation and to promote these events in a way that youth are receptive to. The most
commonly identified method was word of mouth followed by the distribution of small card
size flyers.
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6.2.3 Adult and Senior Programming
Adult programs include a wide range of passive and active recreation activities. These
programs include art classes, dance classes, sport programs (volleyball), craft lessons and
language courses. As indicated in Table 6.1, all recreation programs for this age group are
introductory. Community Sport Groups also provide this age group sport opportunities but
at both a recreational and competitive level of play. These programs can include hockey,
soccer, baseball, softball, cricket, bocce, tennis and squash. Between both municipal and
community organized associations, a good range of recreation programs are offered to adult
Pickering residents.
The community telephone survey indicated that adults most often participate in programs
such as swimming, tennis, aerobics, yoga, hockey, ball diamond sports, golf and health club.
These activities are consistent with the types of programs offered in the City of Pickering,
primarily at the Pickering Recreation Complex. Moreover, over one third of all respondents
(33.2%) indicated that they (as adults) were restricted from participating in programs such as
swimming (4.8%), skating/hockey (4.8%), fitness (4.8%) and interest courses (4.6%).
Other notable programs where adults felt a restriction to participate include cycling,
volleyball, skiing, computer courses, basketball, dancing, indoor soccer, cooking classes,
archery, music, languages, rock climbing, badminton, writing classes, walking group, yoga
and museums. Respondents said that the lack of time was the main reason why they (as
adults) were not participating in these programs, followed by lack of programs, lack of
facilities and lack of information.
The City of Pickering can make efforts to provide some programs that are listed above in
order to accommodate the interest of community residents. They are primarily specialty
courses that can be provided if the facility spaces were available both in the school system
and at various municipal buildings.
With the onset of an aging population, special care
must be made to provide these forms of recreation (particularly the passive, instructional type
of courses) to the community. The needs of this age group will increase over the coming
years and steps to prepare for this is best to take place now.
The provision of these programs at a multi-purpose facility will help address the issue of lack
of time. If adults are primarily restricted by time, then a multi-purpose facility that will
cater to the needs of themselves and their families will be most effective. These facilities
will maximize their leisure time by affording all family members an opportunity to
participate in leisure of their choice at the same time.
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6.2.4 Arts & Cultural Programming
Surveys completed by various Arts and Cultural Associations indicate a need for Arts and
Cultural facility development in Pickering. The level of response by these associations,
however, were limited and therefore may not necessarily reflect the needs of the overall arts
and cultural community. Through input by the community via the telephone survey and the
focus group sessions, an Arts Centre was also mentioned as a need in Pickering.
For instance, through the community telephone survey, 30.3% of respondents felt that new
culture and/or recreation facilities are needed in Pickering. The facilities that were listed
include the following: theatre (6.2%), museum (1.4%), cultural facility (1.4%), orchestra
(1.4%) and an art gallery (1.4%).
This is somewhat consistent with the facility needs
identified by the arts and cultural community associations. They also included an art gallery,
performing arts centre and instructional space for art and drama practices.
According to the literature, individuals that participate in activities such as the arts and
culture are often educated, affluent and have a higher household income. The demographic
make up of Pickering includes residents that are more educated, affluent and have a higher
household income then the provincial average. This would suggest that the provision for arts
and cultural services would appeal to this sophisticated and diverse community.
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The provision, development and management of parks and open spaces are key functions
undertaken by the City of Pickering, Operations and Emergency Services Department.
Under the current departmental structure, recreation/cultural planning and programming and
facility planning and maintenance are functions of the Culture and Recreation Division; and
park and open space planning, design, development and maintenance are functions of the
Municipal Property & Engineering Division.
For the purposes of this Master Plan, parkland is defined as municipally owned, leased, or
managed park and open space properties that are designated for passive or active recreation
uses. Other open space properties owned by the City of Pickering, and properties owned and
managed by other open space providers, such as the Region of Durham, the local school
boards, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA), Ontario Power Generation
(OPG) and Hydro One, are considered in the context of their contribution to the public open
space system and the opportunities that they may offer for the provision of recreational
activities alone or in partnership with the City.

7.2

Background

Parks and Open Space planning has consistently been an important part of the City’s
development history. In 1974 the Parks and Recreation Department prepared the first plan
for City parks and open spaces with the report entitled The Long Range Plan for Recreation
– Town of Pickering, April 1974, which was intended to be a five year planning guideline for
recreation, but did not review park and facility development. In 1982, the consulting firm
Moore/George Inc. was retained to re-evaluate the findings of the 1974 report and prepare a
new guiding document, entitled Parks and Recreation Master Plan, The Town of Pickering,
“A Plan for the 1980’s”, for both recreation and parks and facility planning.
In the Moore/George report, adopted by Council in November of 1982, a parkland inventory
and needs analysis identified the current level of service for parks and open spaces for the
City of Pickering at that time. The plan also provided clearer definition of a parks
classification system to arrange municipal parks and open spaces in an hierarchy based upon
their relative size, type of facilities and their level of community service. The plan also gave
recommendations on parks standards and policies to assist with the planning and provision of
park and open space facilities for future needs.
Several of the key objectives of the 1980’s plan were:
1. to provide a workable tool which could be used to guide the future development of
cultural and recreation opportunities;
2. to provide an inventory of present cultural and recreation facilities and programs;
3. to determine existing opportunities, strengths, limitations, and suitability for multiple
uses;
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4. to identify major natural features that possess high potential for recreational and
cultural development; and
5. to analyze the provision of open space and make recommendations for Town of
Pickering policies, goals and objectives

7.3

Goals and Objectives

The parks and open space component of the 2001 Technical Report is focused on providing a
complete inventory of all City parks and open spaces and other lands within the City of
Pickering that are available to provide outdoor recreation opportunities to Pickering
residents, employees and visitors.
The goals of the Parks and Open Space component of the Technical Report are:
1. to provide an accurate inventory of all Parks and Open Space properties within the
Pickering urban area; and
2. to provide an analysis of the level of service that Parks and Open Space currently
provide.
The objectives of the Parks and Open Space component of the Technical Report are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

7.4

to establish a detailed inventory of City of Pickering parks and open spaces;
to establish a detailed inventory of additional park and open space properties;
to map park and open space properties within each designated Planning District;
to review and assess current parkland supply standards;
to provide an inventory of Pickering’s Waterfront Park System;
to provide an inventory of City owned playground sites; and
to provide an inventory of publicly accessible trails within the City of Pickering.

Parkland and Open Space Inventory
7.4.1

City Owned Parkland

The City of Pickering currently manages - through direct ownership, lease agreements and/or
management agreements - over 70 designated parks and open space properties within the
urban area, representing a total area of over 600 acres (243 ha) of parkland. Of this amount,
approximately 325 acres (132ha) is maintained parkland, where the turf grass is cut on a
frequent rotational basis to allow for active and passive recreation, children’s playgrounds,
and informal recreation opportunities. The remaining 275 acres (112ha) represent the
amount of natural open space areas that are either stand-alone facilities or natural areas
associated with maintained parks. These natural open space areas are primarily used for
passive recreation including walking, hiking, bicycling, birdwatching and nature
appreciation. City parkland supplied to the rural communities have not been evaluated in
this report. A complete listing of City parks and open spaces can be found in Appendix C.
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Table 7.1 PARK LAND INVENTORY
CITY PARKLAND (Urban Area)

APPROXIMATE TOTAL AREA

Maintained Parkland

325.82 acres (131.9 ha)

Natural Parkland

276.76 acres (112.0 ha)

TOTAL

602.58 acres (243.9 ha)

7.4.2

Additional Open Spaces

In addition to the list of designated parks and open spaces, the City of Pickering also owns
approximately 50 acres (20ha) of additional open space lands within the urban area, in the
form of ravines, hazard lands, and storm water management facilities. Also located within
Pickering’s urban area, the TRCA owns and manages approximately 830 acres (336ha) of
parkland and open space, including the Petticoat Creek Conservation Area, the Altona Forest
ESA, and numerous other properties along the Lake Ontario waterfront and associated creek
valleys. Ontario Power Generation and Hydro One hold approximately 855 acres (346ha) of
land in the form of power line corridors and associated lands, the Region of Durham owns
approximately 47 acres (19ha), and the local school boards provide approximately 150 acres
(61ha) of additional outdoor recreation opportunities.
Collectively, these open space lands represent approximately 1932 acres (782ha) of
additional open space available to Pickering residents for outdoor recreation over and above
the amount of City parkland. Additional open space opportunities that currently exist in
Pickering’s rural area have not been evaluated in this report.
Table 7.2 Additional Open Space Inventory
ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE (Urban Area)
City of Pickering property

APPROXIMATE TOTAL AREA
50.29 acres (20.4 ha)

TRCA property

832.26 acres (336.8 ha)

OPG and Hydro One property

855.44 acres (346.2 ha)

Region of Durham property

46.81 acres (18.9 ha)

School Board property

152.58 acres (61.7 ha)
1937.38 acres (784.0 ha)

TOTAL
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Detailed Inventory by Planning Districts

The City of Pickering Official Plan designates each populated area into individual Planning
Districts by defining neighbourhood boundaries for communities in the urban areas and
settlement boundaries for communities in the rural areas. These neighbourhood designations
have been used in this report to assist with the inventory and evaluation of parkland supply.
The following pages provide a detailed inventory of parkland and additional open space
property within the City of Pickering urban area neighbourhoods.
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Rosebank

The Rosebank Neighbourhood has approximately 5.88 acres of City parkland and
approximately 184.14 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 2,700 persons, a total of
2.18acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 68.20acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of City parkland supply is less than the
City average of 7.66acres/1000persons but the amount of additional open space available to
this neighbourhood greatly exceeds the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 1. Rosebank

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- P-007 Rick Hull Memorial Park
- P-064 Rosebank South Park

4.93
0.95

0.00
0.00

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
- O-001 TRCA property
- O-002 TRCA property
- O-003 TRCA/City of Pickering property
- O-004 TRCA property – Petticoat Creek
Conservation Area
- O-006 City of Pickering property
- O-007 TRCA property
- E-001 Rosebank Public School
TOTALS

8.86
16.25
33.51
109.26*
0.68
11.07*
4.51
5.88

0.00

184.14

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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West Shore

The Westshore Neighbourhood has approximately 99.72 acres of City parkland and
approximately 107.57 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 7,500 persons, a total of
13.30acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 14.34acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply exceeds the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available to this
neighbourhood is less than the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.
NEIGHBOURHOOD 2. West Shore

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

4.64
14.69
0.97
6.34
3.06
2.68
0.93
0.36

0.00
0.88
0.00
2.24
44.39
9.29
6.68
2.57

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
-

P-006 Lookout Point Park
P-025 Dunmoore Park
P-037 Bidwell Tot Lot
P-039 Bruce Handscombe Park
P-061 Rotary Frenchman’s Bay West Park
P-069 Vistula Ravine
P-070 Glen Ravine Park
P-071 Cliffview Park

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
- O-004 TRCA property – Petticoat Creek
Conservation Area
- O-007 TRCA property
- O-008 Railway Lands (ownership to be
determined)
- O-009 City of Pickering property
- O-010 TRCA property
- O-011TRCA property
- O-012 TRCA/City of Pickering property
- E-002 Our Lady of the Bay Separate School
- E-003 Fairport Beach Public School
- E-004 Frenchman’s Bay Public School
TOTALS

54.63*
11.07*
5.14
0.26
1.29
9.76
3.94
7.53
7.29
6.66
33.67

66.05

107.57

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood boundary
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Bay Ridges

The Bay Ridges Neighbourhood has approximately 118.70 acres of City parkland and
approximately 136.11 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 8,200 persons, a total of
14.48acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 16.60acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply exceeds the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available to this
neighbourhood is less than the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.
NEIGHBOURHOOD 3. Bay Ridges

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

3.00

0.00

1.49

0.00

3.97
3.09
29.98
35.92
4.87
0.89
0.00
2.03
4.55

7.04
0.00
0.00
10.81
0.97
0.00
5.10
0.14
4.85

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- P-002 Balsdon Park
P-003 Frenchman’s Bay Rate Payers
Memorial Park
- P-004 Douglas Park
- P-005 Mitchell Park
- P-024 Bay Ridges Kinsmen Park
- P-031 Alex Roberston Park
- P-032 Beachfront Park
- P-035 Bayshore Tot Lot
- P-036 Douglas Ravine
- P-045 Progress Bayfront Park
- P-060 Alderwood Park
ADITIONAL OPEN SPACE
-

O-013 TRCA property
O-014 TRCA property
O-015 TRCA property
O-016 OPG property
O-017 OPG/Hydro One property
O-018 Hydro One property
O-019 Hydro One property
E-005 Bayview Heights Public School
E-006 Holy Redeemer Separate School
E-007 Sir John A MacDonald Public School
TOTALS

13.39
0.65
4.95
16.68
58.21*
18.32*
9.53*
4.64
4.71
5.03
89.79

28.91

136.11

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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Brock Industrial

*NOTE: Due to the absence of City parkland within the Brock Industrial Neighbourhood
boundaries and the limited level of existing and future residential development, the rate of
parkland supply for the Brock Industrial Neighbourhood has not been applied to calculate the
City average.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 4. Brock Industrial

AREA
PARKLAND
(acres)

AREA
OPEN SPACE
(acres)

ARE
A
OTH
ER
(acre
s)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- none

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
58.21
*
18.32
- O-018 Hydro One property
*
- O-019 Hydro One property
9.53*
- O-020 Region of Durham property
18.63
- O-021 Region of Durham property
5.29
- O-022 TRCA property
12.77
- O-023 TRCA property
3.56
- O-024 Region of Durham property
4.73
- O-025 TRCA property
60.33
- O-101 Region of Durham
5.51
- O-102 OPG property
18.53
215.4
0.00
0.00
TOTALS
1
* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
- O-017 OPG/Hydro One property
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Rougemount

The Rougemount Neighbourhood has approximately 11.63 acres of City parkland and
approximately 103.49 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 2,900 persons, a total of
4.01acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 35.69acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is less than the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons but the amount of additional open space available to this
neighbourhood exceeds the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 5. Rougemount

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

0.00
1.52

4.44*
5.67

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
- P-062 South Petticoat Creek Ravine
- P-065 Rouge Valley Park

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
-

O-005 TRCA property
O-103 City of Pickering property
O-104 TRCA property
O-105 City of Pickering property
E-008 Elizabeth B. Phin Public School
TOTALS

90.74
1.89
1.44
5.04
4.38
1.52

10.11

103.49

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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Woodlands

The Woodlands Neighbourhood has approximately 10.77 acres of City parkland and
approximately 26.01 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 2,600 persons, a total of
4.14acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 10.00acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is less than the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available to this
neighbourhood is also less than the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 6. Woodlands

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

0.97
4.36
0.00

0.00
1.00
4.44*

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
- P-016 East Woodlands Park
- P-022 Steeple Hill Park
- P-062 South Petticoat Creek Ravine

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
- E-009 Dunbarton High School
- E-010 Woodlands Centennial Public School
TOTALS

16.00
10.01
5.33

5.44

26.01

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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Dunbarton

The Dunbarton Neighbourhood has approximately 13.21 acres of City parkland and no
additional open space properties within its boundaries. Given the 2001 population target for
this neighbourhood of 2,000 persons, a total of 6.61acres/1000persons of City parkland is
currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is slightly less than the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons with no additional open space available to this
neighbourhood.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 7. Dunbarton

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

0.94
0.00
0.00

0.00
4.79*
7.48

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- P-038 Bonita Park
- P-048 Erin Gate Park
- P-054 Dunbarton Creek Ravine

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
- none

0.00
TOTALS

0.94

12.27

0.00

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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Town Centre

The Town Centre Neighbourhood has approximately 18.45 acres of City parkland and
approximately 6.03 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given the
2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 6,500 persons, a total of
2.84acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 0.93acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is less than the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available to this
neighbourhood is significantly less than the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 8. Town Centre

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

14.61*
3.84

0.00
0.00

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- P-030 Diana Princess of Wales Park
- P-043 Esplanade Park

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
- O-026 Hydro One property
- O-027 Hydro One property

1.21*
4.82*
TOTALS

18.45

0.00

6.03

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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Village East

The Village East Neighbourhood has approximately 25.66 acres of City parkland and
approximately 26.71 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 5,000 persons, a total of
5.13acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 5.34acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is slightly less than
the City average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available
to this neighbourhood is significantly less than the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 9. Village East

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

5.14
3.81
1.50
15.21*

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
-

P-018 Village East Park
P-019 Beechlawn Park
P-020 Denmar Park
P-030 Diana Princess of Wales Park

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
- O-026 Hydro One property
- O-027 Hydro One property
- O-038 TRCA property

1.21*
4.82*
20.68*
TOTALS

25.66

0.00

26.71

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood boundary
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Highbush

The Highbush Neighbourhood has approximately 26.95 acres of City parkland and
approximately 115.14 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 3,800 persons, a total of
7.09acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 30.30acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is slightly less than
the City average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available
to this neighbourhood slightly exceeds the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 10. Highbush

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

0.58
3.72
0.75
0.43
0.00
0.14
0.00

5.16
0.28
0.00
0.00
4.35
10.00
1.54

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
-

P-001 Pinegrove Park
P-017 Valleyview Park
P-023 Woodview Tot Lot
P-040 Chickadee Park
P-055 Thicket Open Space
P-056 Valley Ridge Open Space
P-058 North Petticoat Creek Open Space

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
-

O-036 TRCA property
O-037 TRCA property – Altona Forest ESA
O-049 Hydro One property
O-050 Hydro One property
O-051 Hydro One property
O-107 City of Pickering property
O-108 City of Pickering property
O-109 City of Pickering property
E-011 Westcreek Public School
TOTALS

3.69*
52.94*
7.00*
17.49*
15.53*
6.76
3.99
2.84
4.90
5.62

21.33

115.14

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood boundary
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Amberlea

The Amberlea Neighbourhood has approximately 62.16 acres of City parkland and
approximately 198.30 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 11,400 persons, a total of
5.45acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 17.39acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is less than the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available to this
neighbourhood is also less than the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.
NEIGHBOURHOOD 11. Amberlea
-

P-013 J. Macpherson Park
P-014 Shadybrook Park
P-027 Amberlea Park
P-028 St. Mary Park
P-033 Shadybrook Tot Lot
P-034 Baylawn Drive Ravine
P-044 Amaretto Park
P-048 Erin Gate Park
P-066 Sequin Park
P-067 Summer Park
P-072 S.M. Woodsmere Park

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)
5.24
6.90
9.05
8.34
0.93
0.00
0.16
0.57
0.20
0.46
5.90

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
10.55
0.06
13.80*
0.00
0.00
0.00

SPACE
-ADDITIONAL
O-035 RegionOPEN
of Durham
property
- O-036 TRCA property
- O-037 TRCA property – Altona Forest ESA
- O-046 Hydro One property
- O-047 Hydro One property
- O-049 Hydro One property
- O-106 City of Pickering property
- O-110 City of Pickering property
- O-111 City of Pickering property
- O-112 City of Pickering property
- E-012 St. Elizabeth Seaton Separate School
- E-013 Altona Forest Public School
- E-014 Highbush Public School
- E-015 St. Mary Catholic High School
- E-016 Gandatsetiagon Public School
- E-027 St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Separate

TOTALS

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

7.51
3.69*
52.94*
46.24*
31.36*
7.00*
2.84
1.02
2.68
8.43
6.00
4.97
5.25
10.42
5.00
2.95
37.75

24.41

198.30

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood boundary
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Liverpool

The Liverpool Neighbourhood has approximately 132.16 acres of City parkland and
approximately 465.83 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 17,700 persons, a total of
7.47acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 26.32acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply is slightly less than
the City average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available
to this neighbourhood slightly exceeds the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.
NEIGHBOURHOOD 12. Liverpool

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- P-009 Glengrove Park
- P-010 Maple Ridge Park
- P-011 David Farr Park
- P-015 Forestbrook Park
- P-029 Beverley Morgan Park
- P-042 Duncannon Ravine
- P-046 Glendale Park
- P-047 Kitley Ravine
- P-050 Lynn Heights Park
- P-052 Mulmer Tot Lot
- P-053 Nu’West Ravine
- P-063 South Pine Creek Ravine
- P-068 Valley Farm Ravine
ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
- O-027 Hydro One property
- O-030 City of Pickering property
- O-040 TRCA property
- O-041TRCA property
- O-042 Hydro One property
- O-043 Hydro One property
- O-044 Hydro One property
- O-045 Hydro One property
- O-046 Hydro One property
- O-052 Hydro One property
- O-053 TRCA property
- O-113 City of Pickering property
- E-017 William Dunbar Public School
- E-018 Vaughan Willard Public School
- E-019 Glengrove Public School
- E-020 St. Isaac Jogues Separate School
- E-021 Maple Ridge Public School
- E-022 Pine Ridge Secondary School

AREA
PARKLAND
(acres)

AREA
OPEN SPACE
(acres)

9.95
5.96
12.22
7.71
24.58
0.00
2.60
0.87
3.18
0.65
0.00
1.19
0.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
7.53
10.00
4.68
0.00
4.67
7.67
0.00
13.32
5.35
10.03*

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

4.82*
0.15
11.24
13.80
4.49*
21.03
8.78
105.44
46.24*
80.65
126.29*
10.12
2.99
6.20
3.99
6.27
3.00
10.33

________________________________________________________________________
124

City of Pickering
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Services Master Plan

TOTALS

November 2002

68.91

63.25

465.83

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood boundary
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Brock Ridge

The Brock Ridge Neighbourhood has approximately 77.29 acres of City parkland and
approximately 129.45 acres of additional open space property within its boundaries. Given
the 2001 population target for this neighbourhood of 6,600 persons, a total of
11.71acres/1000persons of City parkland and a total of 19.61acres/1000persons of additional
open space is currently being supplied. The amount of parkland supply exceeds the City
average of 7.66acres/1000persons and the amount of additional open space available to this
neighbourhood is less than the City average of 24.61acres/1000persons.
NEIGHBOURHOOD 13. Brock Ridge

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

7.19
8.11
3.11
13.89
0.00
0.00

2.06
3.39
0.24
8.65
0.57
30.08*

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
-

P-008 Centennial Park
P-012 Major Oaks Park
P-021 Southcott Park
P-026 Brock Ridge Community Park
P-041 Clearside Open Space
P-068 Valley Farm Ravine

ADDITONAL OPEN SPACE
-

O-038 TRCA property
O-039 Hydro One property
O-042 Hydro One property
O-054 TRCA property
O-055 Hydro One property
O-056 Hydro One property
O-057 TRCA property
O-059 Hydro One property
O-114 City of Pickering property
O-115 City of Pickering property
E-023 Valley Farm Public School
E-024 St. Wilfred Separate School
TOTALS

10.34*
26.08
8.97*
6.79
11.35*
16.27*
19.25
17.26*
1.09
2.50
4.77
4.78
32.30

44.99

129.45

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood boundary
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Rouge Park

*NOTE: Due to the absence of City parkland within the Rouge Park Neighbourhood
boundaries, the rate of parkland supply has not been applied to calculate the City average.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 14. Rouge Park

AREA
MAINTAINED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- none

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
-

O-047 Hydro One property
O-048 Hydro One property
O-049 Hydro One property
O-050 Hydro One property
O-051 Hydro One property

10.45*
3.16
14.00*
17.49*
15.53*
TOTALS

0.00

0.00

60.63

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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Duffin Heights

*NOTE: Due to the absence of City parkland within the Duffin Heights Neighbourhood
boundaries, the rate of parkland supply has not been applied to calculate the City average.

NEIGHBOURHOOD 15. Duffins Heights

AREA
MAINTAIN
ED
(acres)

AREA
NATURAL
(acres)

AREA
OTHER
(acres)

CITY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE
- none

ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACE
-

O-053 TRCA property
O-055 Hydro One property
O-056 Hydro One property
O-058 Hydro One property
O-059 Hydro One property
O-060 Hydro One property

63.14*
11.35*
16.27*
14.20
34.53*
23.07
TOTALS

0.00

0.00

162.56

* approximate acreage calculation for portion of property within designated Neighbourhood
boundary
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7.4.4

Parkland and Open Space Supply Summary

The following table summarizes the level of service currently provided within the City of Pickering
for both City parkland properties and additional open space properties. In order to achieve a realistic
evaluation of the current level of outdoor recreation opportunities currently available to Pickering
residents, it is important to review the supply of City parkland in context with the amount of
additional open space available since these spaces tend to add significant amount of recreation
opportunities, over and above the amount of municipal parkland.
Table 7.3 PARKLAND AND OPEN SPACE SUPPLY

PARKLAND
(acres)

OPEN
SPACE
(acres)

POPULATION
TARGET 2001

RATIO
PARKLAND

RATIO
OPEN
SPACE

1. Rosebank

5.88

184.14

2,700

2.18a/1000p

68.20a/1000p

2. West Shore

99.72

107.57

7,500

13.30a/1000p

14.34a/1000p

3. Bay Ridges

118.70

136.11

8,200

14.48a/1000p

16.60a /
1000p

4. Brock Industrial

0.00

215.41

100

N/A

N/A

5. Rougemount

11.63

103.49

2,900

4.01a/1000p

35.69a/1000p

6. Woodlands

10.77

26.01

2,600

4.14a/1000p

10.00a/1000p

7. Dunbarton

13.21

0.00

2,000

6.61a/1000P

0.00a/1000p

8. Town Centre

18.45

6.03

6,500

2.84a/1000p

0.93a/1000p

9. Village East

25.66

26.71

5,000

5.13a/1000p

5.34a/1000p

10. Highbush

26.95

115.14

3,800

7.09a/1000p

30.30a/1000p

11. Amberlea

62.16

198.30

11,400

5.45a/1000p

17.39a/1000p

12. Liverpool

132.16

465.83

17,700

7.47a/1000p

26.32a/1000p

13. Brock Ridge

77.29

129.45

6,600

11.71a/1000p

19.61a /
1000p

14. Rouge Park

0.00

60.63

500

N/A

N/A

15. Duffin Heights

0.00

162.56

1,200

N/A

N/A

602.58

1937.38

78,700

7.66a/1000p

24.61a/1000p

NEIGHBOURHOOD

TOTALS
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Currently, the City of Pickering supplies approximately 7.66 acres of parkland per 1000persons,
which is slightly higher than the target parkland supply rates established by many municipalities.
This average is also higher than the standard for parkland supply recommended in the 1980’s Master
Plan for the City of Pickering, which considered an average provision of approximately
6.00a/1000persons to be an acceptable goal for parkland supply.
The table below indicates that the City of Pickering is a leader in the provision of parkland compared
to other area municipalities.
Table 7.4 MUNICIPAL PARKLAND SUPPLY
MUNICIPALITY

PARKLAND SUPPLY

Town of Ajax

7.85a/1000p (actual)

City of Pickering

7.66a/1000p (actual)

Town of Markham

7.41a/1000p (Official Plan)

City of Oshawa

6.12a/1000p (actual)

Town of Richmond Hill

6.10a/1000p (actual)

Town of Aurora

4.94a/1000p (Parks and Recreation Master Plan)

7.5

Waterfront Park and Open Space System

The City of Pickering can take pride in having one of the most beautiful and diverse Lake Ontario
shorelines in the Greater Toronto Area. Historically, the Pickering waterfront has always been an
important public destination, attracting both local and regional visitors for decades, and over the past
several years the City has initiated several significant redevelopment projects to heighten the profile
of the waterfront and to reaffirm its importance as a premier attraction.
Due to the significance and numerous environmental considerations involved with the regeneration
of the waterfront, the strategic and detailed planning began years ago with numerous committees and
groups taking part in forming the framework for redevelopment.
The 1980’s Master Plan report identified that although the waterfront areas in Pickering provide
unique opportunities for leisure activities, they had not yet been fully developed. The report
provided key recommendations for the future of the waterfront areas, including the recommendation
that waterfront park development be a priority for the City of Pickering, that a Master Plan be
prepared for the Frenchman’s Bay West property, and that a working group be established with a
mandate to work with the TRCA on developing land use agreements and detailed development
plans. At this time and in the years to follow, the development of the waterfront was primarily
understood to be the responsibility of the TRCA, with them taking responsibility in the planning and
design for its future development.
However, in 1997 the City took the lead role in becoming a catalyst for the regeneration of
Pickering’s waterfront with the creation of “Waterfront 2001” – a Mayor’s Task Force committee
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- whose mandate was to develop a complete vision for the City of Pickering waterfront. The
following statement has been adopted as the Vision for Pickering’s Waterfront:
The Pickering Waterfront should create a distinct sense of place. This sense must be
nurtured by not only our heritage and unique natural setting, but also by what the waterfront
represents to Pickering residents and visitors of all ages and abilities.
Comprised of representatives of local residents, clubs and groups with interest in the waterfront, the
committee began to review and inventory waterfront parks and trails in preparation for an interim
report to Council and in effort to initiate greater public awareness of the waterfront. The group went
on to prepare a detailed Action Plan for the regeneration of the waterfront, which included the
following guiding principles:
Principle 1.

Protect the physical, natural and cultural attributes of the Pickering
Waterfront and its tributaries

Principle 2.

Identify restoration needs and methods and encourage landowners,
communities and agencies to undertake regeneration activates

Principle 3.

Promote greater awareness, understanding, access and recreational uses on
the waterfront and encourage community pride and participation in
regeneration

Principle 4

Promote economic activities and employment on the waterfront that is
compatible with other greenway objectives

Principle 5

Facilitate the co-operation in cost-effective public and private initiatives by
reducing jurisdictional gridlock. Sharing resources and co-ordinating
waterfront activities

The City used these guiding principles and the detailed recommendations listed for each to initiate
the regeneration of the waterfront. A detailed study of Frenchman’s Bay and the Frenchman’s Bay
watershed was initiated as a priority and that work continues today. Park redevelopment projects
including the construction of the Millennium Square and Boardwalk, the installation of the Petticoat
Creek Pedestrian Bridge and the installation of Waterfront Trail infrastructure were also guided by
the work of the Task Force.
At this time, the Mayor’s task force has moved beyond its original mandate and has developed into a
Waterfront Coordinating Committee, which meets monthly to discuss and review waterfront related
regeneration works and activity programs. Projects that are currently being reviewed and
implemented included waterfront trail signage and information kiosks, the assignment of trail
component names to reflect cultural interpretations of the waterfront, the development of a Master
Plan for Progress Bayfront Park and the Rotary Frenchman’s Bay West Park, and the review of
various programmed events for the new Millennium Square. The committee has also developed and
ad-hoc committee to review opportunities of connecting the east and west spits at Frenchman’s Bay.
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Trail System and Pedestrian Linkages

The 1980’s Master Plan report identified that there was a rising demand for the provision of
municipal trail systems in Ontario as a result of an increasing awareness of the importance of
physical fitness and the changing recreational patterns of all age groups. The report further
identified that trail systems are in high demand in Pickering, based upon the results of a public
participation program that was undertaken, which included a community survey, group questionnaire
and a public meeting.
The results of the public participation program generally indicated:
1. Strong support for the development of trails for bicycles in the Frenchman’s Bay area.
2. Strong support for the development of hiking, bicycle and walking trails to link residential
subdivisions, improve access to parks and retail/commercial areas.
3. Very strong support for the development of trails in new and existing parks.
4. Very strong support for the development of cross-country skiing trails in natural areas.
The report generally concluded from these studies that trail systems in general are in demand by a
wide segment of the population and that the present demand can be expected to increase with
population growth and the continued interest in physical fitness. The report went on to provide a list
of detailed opportunities for Pickering trails, which included:
1. the opportunity to develop a recreational trail system along the waterfront, which was listed
as one of the most important areas to do this.
2. the opportunity to develop an in-land trail system using the Hydro corridor from the
Recreation Complex north to eventually connect with the Seaton Hiking Trail (Valley Farm
Ravine) which could eventually extend west to provide connections to the Dunbarton
community.
3. the opportunity to improve the quality and profile of the Seaton Hiking trail, including the
development of a loop trail system.
4. the opportunity to establish bicycle pathways both along the waterfront and through the
Hydro corridors.
Further to this list of trail opportunities, a series of trail system recommendations was put forward to
establish priorities for trail development. The development of a waterfront trail system was listed as
a high priority and that a detailed design study be undertaken by the City to develop a comprehensive
plan to develop such a system. Trail development through the Hydro corridors was listed second due
to the complex nature of establishing agreements to use and develop a trail system on private lands.
The concept of providing on-street bicycle lanes and an on-street route master plan was listed as a
third recommendation.
The City responded to these recommendations by enlisting engineering and landscape architectural
consultants to conduct a detailed master plan study for trails and bicycles. A steering committee was
established to help facilitate the development of this master plan and in
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1996 the City adopted the Town Of Pickering Trails and Bikeway Master Plan to guide the
development of a variety of trail systems through the year 2015.
The 1996 Plan identified the following vision and mission statement:
It is the vision of Pickering to create a pedestrian an bicycle friendly community; a
community in which people of all ages and abilities, all interests and pursuits can travel in
the manner of their choice safely, in comfort and with enjoyment.
To ensure the preservation and development of existing and potential pedestrian and bicycle
links in Pickering that connect cultural, natural and heritage features into a network of
accessible public trails and bikeways.
The 1996 Plan further detailed recommendations set forth in the 1980’s Plan and provided detailed
policies to guide the planning and implementation of a trails and bikeway system. The policies
established included Engineering Strategies and Policies, Enforcement Policies, Encouragement
Policies and Education Policies. It should be noted that these policies were established through
extensive consulting with the community. The community process, which included several public
workshops, questionnaires and public notices identified the preferences, comments and concerns
from Pickering residents and corporate citizens.
The plan also extensively detailed an inventory of existing and potential trails and identified budget
amounts for their improvement/development. The inventory included details for trails along
Petticoat Creek, Rouge River, Dunbarton Creek, Pine Creek, Duffins Creek, Ganatsekigon Creek,
the Seaton Trail, Hydro Corridors, and along the Lake Ontario waterfront. The inventory also listed
on-road bike routes for the urban bicycle routes as well as for the rural areas, including Whitevale
Road, Greenwood Road, Paddock Road, and Durham Road 6.
Since the preparation of this report the City has made a priority of establishing and improving trails
and trail connections along the Lake Ontario waterfront. Several major improvement projects have
been undertaken in the past several years, including the development of the Waterfront Trail along
Montgomery Park Rd. and through Alex Robertson Park, the construction of the Millennium Square
and Boardwalk, and the design and installation of the Petticoat Creek pedestrian bridge. Collectively
these projects have significantly achieved many of the goals established through previous planning
exercises.
7.7

Children’s Playgrounds

The City of Pickering currently manages over fifty (50) children’s playgrounds and one (1)
children’s waterplay area throughout its urban and rural communities. Over the years, the provision
of playgrounds has consistently been identified as a priority item for park development and
redevelopment projects, and the City has been committed to providing facilities to address this
demand.
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However, the persistent interest in playgrounds has placed increasing demands on the City to ensure
adequate playground safety. The City of Pickering is not alone in this situation. Municipalities
across Canada have been prompted to increase their awareness of playground safety and have
adopted the Canadian Standards Association Guideline CAN/CSA Z614-98 as a benchmark to guide
and monitor this. With this standard in place, the City of Pickering has become committed to
providing safe playgrounds and replacement playgrounds for those whose quality and safety have
fallen below acceptable standards. A routine playground maintenance program (carried out by a
Certified Playground Inspector) and a playground replacement program have been established by the
City to facilitate this.
Of the 50 existing playgrounds across the City, approximately 30 currently meet or exceed standards
established by the CSA guideline. Although the remaining 20 playgrounds do not meet this standard
(primarily due to the age and design of the equipment) a replacement program is in place to ensure
that all are efficiently replaced with updated equipment by 2005, on a priority basis. These
replacements will represent the majority of play equipment funding for the next few years. The play
equipment replacement program can be found in Appendix D.
The provision of universally accessible playgrounds is a relatively recent but important issue that
needs to be further studied and detailed. Although there are no regulations regarding the provision of
accessible playgrounds, the City of Pickering has developed several playgrounds that provide some
level of accessibility to users with disabilities. However, there is a general feeling among
playground professionals that accessibility to all public playgrounds may become a legislated
requirement, which elevates the importance and relevance of reviewing City standard practices and
policies regarding this issue.

________________________________________________________________________

134

City of Pickering
Recreation, Parks and Cultural Services Master Plan

November 2002

8.0 PARKLAND DEVELOPMENT AND RECREATION FACILITIES LONG RANGE
FORECASTS
As part of the Development Charges Study process, parkland development and recreation facilities
long range forecasts were reviewed. The City of Pickering 1999 Development Charges Study
includes:

Recreation Facilities
Recreation Complex in East Duffins (Phase 1)
• Timing 2002-2004
• Estimated Capital Costs $13,000,000.
Seniors’ Centre
• Timing 2005 – 2008
• Estimated Capital Cost $3,000,000

Parkland Development
Duffin Precinct, Whites/Finch, Altona/Finch District Park (Phase 1)
• Timing 2000
• Estimated Capital Cost $1,500,000
District Park – Phase II Waterfront (Petticoat – Phase 1)
• Timing 2001
• Estimated Capital Cost $2,000,000
Waterfront (Petticoat Phase II) Waterfront (Frenchman’s Bay Phase 1), Local
• Timing 2002
• Estimated Capital Cost $2,000,000
Brock East District Park, Waterfront (Frenchman’s Bay Phase II), Local Park,
Waterfront (Squires Beach Phase 1)
• Timing 2003
• Estimated Capital Cost $2,000,000
Waterfront (Squires Beach Phase II), District Park (Phase II) East Duffin District
• Timing 2004
• Estimated Capital Cost $2,500,000
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Appendix A
Indoor Facility Inventory

Operations & Emergency Services Department
Recreation, Parks & Cultural Services

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School
Board
P= Private
O= Other

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhood)

Arenas
Don Beer Arena
940 Dillingham
Rd.
Rink One
Don Beer Arena
940 Dillingham
Rd.

M

M

Y

Y

City

City

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility

Pickering
Hockey
Association

NC
AC – prime
time hours

Pickering
Hockey
Association
Pickering Old
Timers League
Athletes in
Action
OPG Industrial
Leagues
Pickering
Working Men’s
Hockey League

NC:
Prime time:
98.5% AC,
69.4% PHA,
23.6% adult
groups, 5.5%
youth
Non prime time
UC
5% adult
groups, 12.5%
available for
school
programs

Description /
Comments
(Please describe facility
components i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

Twin Arena Facility
Snack bar
Pro shop
Banquet Hall
185 ft x 85 ft rink
Bleacher seating –
approx. 500 capacity
4 change rooms (with 1
shower per room)
Shared officials room
with other rink

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School
Board
P= Private
O= Other

Rink Two
Don Beer Arena
940 Dillingham
Rd.

M

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Y

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhood)

City

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility

Pickering
Hockey
Association
Pickering Old
Timers League
OPG Industrial
Leagues
Pickering Ladies
Broom ball
League

NC:
Prime time:
97.1% AC,
70.3 % PHA,
26.8% adult
groups
Non prime time
UC
7.5% adult
groups, 15%
programs, 10%
available for
school
programs

Description /
Comments
(Please describe facility
components i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

180 ft x 80 ft rink
Bleacher seating –
approx. 350 capacity
4 change rooms (with 1
shower per room)
Shared officials room
with other rink

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School
Board
P= Private
O= Other

Pickering
Recreation
Complex Arena
1867 Valley Farm
Rd.

Delaney Arena
Pickering
Recreation
Complex Arena
1867 Valley Farm
Rd.

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhood)

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility

Description /
Comments
(Please describe facility
components i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

Twin Arena Facility
M

Y

City
Snack bar
Hall/Meeting Rooms

M

Y

City

Pickering
Hockey
Association
Pickering
Ringette
Association
Durham West
Girls Hockey
League
Pickering Figure
Skating Club
Pickering
Panthers Jr. A
Hockey Club

AC
Prime Time
Hours

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School
Board
P= Private
O= Other

O’Brien Arena
Pickering
Recreation
Complex Arena
1867 Valley Farm
Rd.

O’Brien Room
Pickering
Recreation
Complex Arena
1867 Valley Farm
Rd.
Art Thompson
Arena

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhood)

M

Y

City

M

Y, A

City

P

Y, A

City

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility

Pickering
Hockey
Association
Pickering
Ringette
Association
Durham West
Girls Hockey
League
Pickering Figure
Skating Club
Pickering
Panthers Jr. A
Hockey Club

Description /
Comments
(Please describe facility
components i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Indoor
Pools

Dunbarton Pool
655 Shepherd
Ave.

Pickering Rec.
Complex Pool

Extreme Fitness
Home and Design
Centre

M

M

P

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

C

all groups

members
and children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

city

city

city

Primary User
Groups

Capacity /
Use

(Please list the names of
primary organized groups
who make use of facility)

-Pickering Swim
Club
Durham Synchro
Pickering Masters
Board of Ed.
-Pickering Swim
Club
Durham Synchro
-SwimTyme
(private swim
school)

AC= at capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

AC

NC

Description / Comments
(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

6 lane, 25 metre pool
with meeting room

8 lane, 25 metre pool
with diving well and
separate wading pool
4 lane, 20 metre pool

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Community
Centres

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

Description / Comments

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

NC

Kitchen, Hall

NC

Classrooms and
Gymnasium &Comm.
Meeting Rm.

Kitchen, Multi-purpose
rooms, and Billiards
room
Multipurpose room,
kitchen, large and small
weaving rooms.
Kitchen and hall

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility)

Westshore
Community
Centre
Eastshore
Community
Centre

M

A, C.

City

Daycare,
Various
Programs
Teens,
Adult programs

M

A, Y

City
East Shore
Comm. Assoc.

Seniors Activity
Centre

M

S

Seniors

AC

Greenwood
Community
Centre
Mount Zion
Community
Centre
Claremont
Community
Centre

M

A

City
South
Pickering
Greenwood
Local

Greenwood
Comm. Assoc.

UC
Very Little Use

M

A

Mt.Zion
Local

Party and
meeting rentals

UC
Very Little Use

M

A

Claremont
Northern Area
Pickering

UC-day
NC-night

Green River
Community
Centre

M

A

Green River
Local

Lions club,
Programs,
Daycare
Library
Church group

Multi-purpose room,
Gymnasium with stage,
Library and seniors’
room
Kitchen and play area,
church hall.

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Community
Centres

Primary
Users

Market Area
Served

S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

Description / Comments

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility)

Brougham
Community Hall

M

A,C

Brougham
Local

Community
Groups

UC

Multi-purpose room with
stage, kitchen

Whitevale
Community
Centre
Don Beer
Banquet Hall

M

A, Y

Whitevale
Local

Community
groups.

UC

Kitchen, Multi-purpose
room

M

A,Y,C

City

UC-day
NC-night

Capacity: 199 people
Kitchen, Elevated Stage

Petticoat Creek
Library &
Community
Centre
Pickering
Recreation
Complex Banquet
Halls

M

S,A,C,A

City

UC – day
NC-night

Multi-purpose Rooms,
Youth Room, Kitchen,
Library

M

S,A,C,A

City

Meeting Room 1
Rec. Complex

M

S,A,Y,C

City

Private rental
Dances,
Banquets,
Meetings,
Tournaments
Youth, Seniors,
Community
Groups, Private
Rentals
Private Rentals,
Dances,
Weddings,
Banquets,
Events, Fitness
Classes
VARIOUS

Multi-purpose Halls,
300-600 Capacity,
Kitchens, Bar Areas

Day UC
Night AC

Room for 30
AV equip.
Air Conditioned

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

Description / Comments

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

Room for 30
AV equip.
Air Conditioned
Room for 30
AV equip.
Fridge, sink
Air Conditioned

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility)

Meeting Room 2
Rec Complex

M

S,A,Y,C,

City

VARIOUS

Day UC

Meeting Room 3
Rec. Complex

M

S,A,Y,C,

City

VARIOUS

Day UC
Night AC

O’Brien A
Rec. Complex

M

S,A,Y,C,

City

VARIOUS

Day UC
Night AC

O’Brien B
Rec. Complex

M

S,A,Y,C,

City

VARIOUS

Day UC
Night AC

Room for 55
Bright room, high ceiling
Full Kitchen
Air Conditioned
Outside Patio
Room for 65
Bright room, high ceiling
Air Conditioned

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Fitness
Centres

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

Description / Comments

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

Limitations: too small,
cannot meet customer
demand
Limitations: too small,
cannot meet customer
demand
Limitation: not private,
needs to be completely
confidential
Limitation: hospital, as
opposed wellness setting,
parking cost issue

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility)

Rec Complex
Fitness Room

M

A

City

City Programs
Members

AC

Rec Complex
Cardio Annex

M

A

City

City Programs
Members

AC

Rec Complex
Fitness Testing
Office
Rouge Valley
Health System
(nutritional
counseling)

M

A

City

City Programs
Members

UC

O

A

Region

City Programs

UC

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Fitness
Centres

Extreme Fitness
1755 Pickering
Parkway
426-7628
Fit For Life
Health & Racquet
Club
1550 Bayly
420-6528
Power City Gym
1035 Brock Road
427-6277
Keep’n Fit
386 Kingston
Road
509-3323
Strictly Women’s
Fitness &
Aerobics Inc.
1735 Bayly
837-7758
Greenwood
Holistic Centre
520 Westney
Road
619-1405

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

P

A

City

P

A

City

P

A

City

P

A

City

P

A

City

P

A

City

Primary User
Groups

Capacity / Use

Description / Comments

(Please list the names

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

of primary organized
groups who make use
of facility)

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

Market Area
Served
(Describe using
street names or
neighbourhood
boundaries)

Primary User
Groups
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

Capacity / Use

Description / Comments

AC= at capacity
NC=near capacity
UC=under capacity

(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

M

S,A,Y,C

City

City
Members

NC

4 indoor courts
air conditioned

Squash
Courts

Pickering
Recreation
Complex
1867 Valley Farm
Road
Pickering
L1V 3Y7
Recreation
Complex

M

S,A,Y,C

City

City
Members

UC-day
NC-night

6 international squash
courts

Racquet
Ball Courts

Recreation
Complex

M

S,A,Y,C

City

City
Members

UC–day
NC-night

2 racquetball courts

Indoor
Tennis
Courts

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Museum

Pickering
Museum Village.

M

Primary
Users
S= Seniors
A=Adults
Y=Youth
C=Children

C,Y,A,S

Market Area
Served
(City vs. Specific
Neighbourhoods)

City

Primary User
Groups

Capacity /
Use

(Please list the names of
primary organized groups
who make use of facility)

Schools
Events
Community
Groups

AC= at capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description / Comments
(Please describe facility
components <i.e. hall, multipurpose room, kitchen, etc.>,
recent upgrades, facility
limitations, etc.)

14 historic buildings
dating from 1820-1890
with a unique Gas &
Steam Barn collection
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AppendixB
Outdoor Facility Inventory

Operations & Emergency Services Department
Recreation, Parks & Cultural Services

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Capacity
/ Use

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Soccer
Pitches
Amberlea
Beverly Morgan
Park

M

1
5

1 full
1 lit

Brockridge Park

M

2

2 mini

Vaughan Willard

M

3

1 full
2 mini

Diana Princess of
Wales Park

M

4

1 large
3 mini

Douglas Park

M

2

Dunmoore Park

M

1

Glengrove Park

M

2

10%

90%

1 Track

80%

20%

70%

20%

70%

30%

10%

70%

20%

Lit

20%

70%

10%

1 large
1 mini

10%

70%

20%

10%

Parking

Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Capacity
/ Use

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

10%

80%

10%

10%

70%

20%

AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Soccer
Pitches
Kinsmen Park

M

6

Maple Ridge Park

M

1

Mitchell Park

M

1

Rosebank Park
Shadybrook Park

M
M

2
2

St. Mary’s Park

M

2

St. Wilfrid
Village East Park

M

1
1

Whitevale Park

M

1

1 lit

Washroom facilities
Parking/concession

100%

2 mini

1 practice field
1 mini

10%
10%

70%
70%

20%
20%

10%

70%

20%

10%
10%

70%
70%

20%
20%

10%

70%

20%

Parking

Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Capacity
/ Use
AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

54%

46%

58%

42%

25%

75%

Parking

Baseball
Diamonds
Amberlea Park

M

Balsdon Park

M

Beverley Morgan
Park
Brockridge Park

M
M

Brougham Park

Centennial Park

M

1
(softball)
1
(baseball)
1
(softball)
1
(softball)
3
(baseball)

1 baseball lit

1 lit

58%

42%

Parking

1 (softball
lit)

1 lit

14%

86%

Parking

1
(softball)
1
(softball/
baseball
lit)

1 lit

11%

53%

36%

Parking

14%

48%

38%

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

Capacity
/ Use
AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Baseball
Diamonds
Claremont Park

M

2
(softball)

Commerce St.
David Farr
Memorial Park
Dunmoore Park

M
M

(softball)
1
(softball)
3
(softball)

Fairport Beach
Forestbrook Park

M
M1
B1
B
M1
B1
M

(softball)
2
(softball)
(softball)
2
(softball)
1 (softball

M

1
(softball)

Frenchman’s Bay
Glengrove Park
Greenwood Park

J. McPherson
Park

M

1 lit

2 lit

Washroom facilities
Concession/change
rooms/parking

40%
23%

11%

6%
Lit

20%

17%

83%

13%
26%
46%
17%
18%

47%
51%
54%
83%
71%

14%
17%
14%
1%

86%
77%
86%
79%

17%

83%

Washroom facilities
Concession/change
rooms/parking

Washroom facilities
Changerooms
Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

Capacity
/ Use
AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Baseball
Diamonds
Kinsmen Park

M

K1
K2
Hydro 1
Hydro 2
Look Out Point
Park
Major Oaks Park

M

Maple Ridge Park

M

Mitchell Park

M

Rosebank Park

M

Southcott
(St. Wilfrid’s)
Valleyview

M

4 (softball
lit)

4 lit

Washroom facilities
Concession/parking
62%
62%
30%
28%

M

M

1
(softball)
2
(softball)
1
(softball)
2
(softball)
1
(softball)
1
(softball)
1
(softball)

21%
20%

6%

6%

20%
24%
14%

38%
38%
50%
48%
86%

21%
25%
17%

58%
55%
83%

18%

82%

Parking

52%

42%

Parking

46%

54%

17%

77%

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

46%

54%

Capacity
/ Use
AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Baseball
Diamonds
Westcreek Park

M

1 (softball
lit)

1 lit

Woodsmere Park

M

1
(baseball)

1 lit

Whitevale Park

M

1 (scrub)

Pine Ridge

M

2
(softball)

Washroom facilities
Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Capacity
/ Use

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Outdoor
Rinks
Amberlea Park

M

1

100%

Brougham Park

M

1

100%

Parking

Claremont Park

M

1

20%

80%

Greenwood Park

M

1

20%

80%

Washroom facilities
Concession/Change
Rooms/Parking
Washroom facilities
Change room/Parking

Dunmoore Park

M

1

Lit

Lit

100%

Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

Capacity
/ Use
AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Outdoor
Tennis
Claremont Park

M

2

2 lit

80%

20%

David Farr
Memorial Park

M

4

4 lit

80%

20%

Dunmoore Park

M

4

4 lit

80%

20%

Kinsmen Park

M

4

4 lit

80%

20%

Maple Ridge Park

M

2

2 lit

80%

20%

Rosebank Park

M

2

2 lit

80%

20%

Shadybrook Park

M

2

2 lit

80%

20%

Village East Park
Greenwood Park

M
M

2
2

2 lit
2 lit

80%
80%

20%
20%

Change room/parking
Washroom facilities
Concession

Washroom facilities
Concession/change
rooms/parking
Washroom facilities
Concession/parking

Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Capacity
/ Use

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Outdoor
Basketball
Denmar Park

M

1

100%

Diana, Princess of
Wales Park

M

1

100%

Glengrove Park

M

2

100%

Steeple Hill Park

M

1

100%

Woodsmere Park

M

1

100%

Beverly Morgan
Park

M

Half
Court

100%

Parking Lot

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Lawn
Bowling

Boccé

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

East Shore
Community
Centre

M

1 green

Centennial Park

M

2
courts

Capacity
/ Use

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use (%)

100%

100%

Child
/Yout
h Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Parking
8 lanes

Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Capacity
/ Use

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleaders,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

10%

70%

20%

Parking

10%

70%

20%

Parking

Football/
Rugby
Kinsmen Park

M

1

Beverly Morgan
Park

M

1

1 lit

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

Capacity
/ Use
AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Cricket
Alex Robertson
Park

M

1

UC

Parking

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Horseshoe
East Shore

P

2

100%

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

Capacity
/ Use
AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Description /
Comments
Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleachers,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

Type of
Facility

Name of Facility
Facility Location

Ownership
M=Municipal
B= School Board
P= Private
O= Other

Outdoor
Pools

Petticoat Creek
Conservation
Area
Beachfront Park

Toronto
Conservation
Authority
M

Number
of
Facilities

Lighting

# Lit

Scheduled For:

# Unlit

Adult
Use
(%)

Child/
Youth
Use
(%)

Unsheduled
pick up play
only (%)

1
unscheduled
1
unscheduled

Capacity
/ Use

Description /
Comments

AC= at
capacity
NC=near
capacity
UC=under
capacity

Ie. regulation softball
diamond, warning track,
outfield fence bleaders,
portable washrooms,
bandshell etc.

AC
weather
permitting

large wading pool
with changeroom
facilities
Spray pool with
changerooms &
washrooms

MASTERPLAN
Technical Report

November 2002

AppendixC
Parks Facility Inventory

Operations & Emergency Services Department
Recreation, Parks & Cultural Services

Appendix C

Park Name
ALDERWOOD PARK
ALEX ROBERTSON PARK
AMARETTO PARK
AMBERLEA PARK
BALSDON PARK
BAYLAWN DRIVE RAVINE
BAYRIDGES KINSMEN PARK
BAYSHORE TOT LOT
BEACHFRONT PARK
BEECHLAWN PARK
BEVERLEY MORGAN PARK
BIDWELL TOT LOT
BONITA PARK
BROCKRIDGE COMMUNITY PARK
BRUCE HANSCOMBE PARK
CENTENNIAL PARK
CHICKADEE PARK
CLAREMONT PARK
CLEARSIDE OPEN SPACE
CLIFFVIEW PARK
DAVID FARR PARK
DENMAR PARK
DIANA PRINCESS OF WALES PARK
DIANA PRINCESS OF WALES PARK
DON BEER MEMORIAL PARK
DOUGLAS PARK
DOUGLAS RAVINE
DUNBARTON CREEK RAVINE
DUNCANNON RAVINE
DUNMOORE PARK
EAST WOODLANDS PARK
ERIN GATE PARK
ERIN GATE PARK
ESPLANADE PARK
FORESTBROOK PARK
FRENCHMAN'S BAY RATE PAYERS MEMORIAL PARK
GLEN RAVINE PARK

Park
Number

Ward

Neighbourhood

P-060
P-031
P-044
P-027
P-002
P-034
P-024
P-035
P-032
P-019
P-029
P-037
P-038
P-026
P-039
P-008
P-040
P-077
P-041
P-071
P-011
P-020
P-030
P-030
P-080
P-004
P-036
P-054
P-042
P-025
P-016
P-048
P-048
P-043
P-015
P-003
P-070

2
2
1
1
2
1
2
2
2
3
3
1
2
3
1
3
3
3
3
1
2
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
3
2
2
1

Bay Ridges
Bay Ridges
Amberlea
Amberlea
Bay Ridges
Amberlea
Bay Ridges
Bay Ridges
Bay Ridges
Village East
Liverpool
Westshore
Dunbarton
Brock Ridge
Westshore
Brock Ridge
Highbush
Claremont
Brock Ridge
Westshore
Liverpool
Village East
Town Centre
Village East
Brougham
Bay Ridges
Bay Ridges
Dunbarton
Liverpool
Westshore
Woodlands
Amberlea
Dunbarton
Town Centre
Liverpool
Bay Ridges
Westshore

Maintained
Acreage

Natural
Acreage

Total
Acreage

4.55
35.92
0.16
16.55
3.00

4.85
10.81
0.06

9.41
46.73
0.23
9.05
3.00
10.55
29.98
0.89
5.84
3.81
34.58
0.97
0.94
22.54
8.58
9.25
0.43
6.27
0.57
2.94
12.22
1.50
14.61
15.21
3.04
11.00
5.10
7.48
4.68
15.56
0.97
14.37
4.79
3.84
15.24
1.49
7.61

10.55
29.98
0.89
4.87
3.81
24.58
0.97
0.94
13.89
6.34
7.19
0.43
6.27
0.57
0.36
12.22
1.50
28.54
28.54
3.04
3.97

14.69
0.97
0.57
0.57
3.84
7.71
1.49
0.93

0.97
10.00

8.65
2.24
2.06

2.57

7.04
5.10
7.48
4.68
0.88
13.80
4.22
7.53
6.68

Appendix C

Park Name
GLENDALE PARK
GLENGROVE PARK
GREENRIVER PARK
GREENWOOD PARK
J. McPHERSON PARK
KITLEY RAVINE
LOOKOUT POINT PARK
LYNN HEIGHTS PARK
MAJOR OAKS PARK
MAPLE RIDGE PARK
MARTIN'S TOT LOT
MITCHEL PARK
MULMER TOT LOT
NORTH PETTICOAT CREEK OPEN SPACE
Not Assigned
Not Assigned
Not Assigned
NU WEST RAVINE
PICKERING MUSEUM VILLAGE
PINEGROVE PARK
PROGRESS BAYFRONT PARK
RICK HULL MEMORIAL PARK
ROSEBANK SOUTH PARK
ROTARY FRENCHMAN'S BAY WEST PARK
ROUGE VALLEY PARK
S.M. WOODSMERE PARK
SEQUIN PARK
SHADYBROOK PARK
SHADYBROOK TOT LOT
SOUTH PETTICOAT RAVINE
SOUTH PETTICOAT RAVINE
SOUTH PINE CREEK RAVINE
SOUTHCOTT PARK
ST. MARY PARK
STEEPLE HILL PARK
SUMMER PARK
THICKET OPEN SPACE

Park
Number
P-046
P-009
P-074
P-076
P-013
P-047
P-006
P-050
P-012
P-010
P-051
P-005
P-052
P-058
P-057
P-059
P-073
P-053
P-079
P-001
P-045
P-007
P-064
P-061
P-065
P-072
P-066
P-014
P-033
P-062
P-062
P-063
P-021
P-028
P-022
P-067
P-055

Ward

Neighbourhood

2
3
3
3
1
2
1
2
3
2
3
2
2
3

Liverpool
Liverpool
Greenriver
Greenwood
Amberlea
Liverpool
Westshore
Liverpool
Brock Ridge
Liverpool
Cherrywood
Bay Ridges
Liverpool
Highbush

2
3
3
2
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
1
1
1
2
3
1
1
3
3

Liverpool
Greenwood
Highbush
Bay Ridges
Rosebank
Rosebank
Westshore
Rougemount
Amberlea
Amberlea
Amberlea
Amberlea
Woodlands
Rougemont
Liverpool
Brock Ridge
Amberlea
Woodlands
Amberlea
Highbush

Maintained
Acreage
2.60
9.95
0.41
8.42
5.24
0.87
4.64
3.18
8.11
5.96
0.29
3.09
0.65

Natural
Acreage

0.92
5.34
4.67
7.67
3.39
0.21

1.97

7.40
0.58
2.03
4.93
0.95
3.06
1.52
5.90
0.20
6.90
0.93

1.19
3.11
8.34
4.36
0.46

13.32
19.10
5.16
0.14

44.39
5.67

4.44
4.44
5.35
0.24
1.00
4.35

Total
Acreage
2.60
9.95
1.33
13.76
5.24
5.55
4.64
10.84
11.50
5.96
0.50
3.09
0.65
1.97

13.32
26.50
5.74
2.18
4.93
0.95
47.45
7.19
5.90
0.20
6.90
0.93
4.44
4.44
6.54
3.35
8.34
5.36
0.46
4.35

Appendix C

Park Name
TOWN HALL PARK
VALLEY FARM RAVINE
VALLEY FARM RAVINE
VALLEY RIDGE OPEN SPACE
VALLEYVIEW PARK
VILLAGE EAST PARK
VISTULA RAVINE
WHITEVALE PARK
WOODVIEW TOT LOT

Park
Number

Ward

Neighbourhood

P-078
P-068
P-068
P-056
P-017
P-018
P-069
P-075
P-023

3
3
3
3
3
3
1
3
3

Brougham
Brock Ridge
Liverpool
Highbush
Highbush
Village East
Westshore
Whitevale
Highbush

Maintained
Acreage

Natural
Acreage

Total
Acreage

0.14

0.28
30.08
10.03
10.00
0.28

0.42
30.08
10.03
10.15
4.00
5.14
11.96
3.93
0.75

0.14
3.72
5.14
2.68
0.84
0.75

9.29
3.08

MASTERPLAN
Technical Report

November 2002

AppendixD
Play Equipment
Replacement Program

Operations & Emergency Services Department
Recreation, Parks & Cultural Services

Municipal Property & Engineering Division
LANDSCAPE & PARKS DEVELOPMENT

PLAY EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT
DATE: 2001-09-13 (revised 2002-02-28)
PARK NAME
P-012 MAJOR OAKS PARK

PROJECT: PLAY EQUIPMENT – C.S.A. REPLACEMENT LIST (by priority)
WARD

COMMENTS

2002

2003

2004

2005

3

50,000

P-019 BEECHLAWN PARK

2

50,000

P-039 BRUCE HANDSCCOMBE PARK

1

50,000

P-052 MULMER TOT LOT

2

50,000

P-046 GLENDALE PARK

2

50,000

P-075 WHITEVALE PARK

3

50,000

P-022 STEEPLE HILL PARK

1

50,000

P-013 J. MACPHERSON PARK

1

50,000

P-080 DON BEER MEMORIAL PARK

3

50,000

P-028 ST. MARY PARK (west)

1

50,000

P-033 SHADYBROOK TOT LOT

1

50,000

P-011 DAVID FARR PARK

2

50,000

P-076 GREENWOOD PARK

3

50,000

P-007 RICK HULL MEMORIAL PARK

1

50,000

P-023 WOODVIEW TOT LOT

3

P-002 BALSDON PARK

2

P-051 MARTIN’S TOT LOT

3

50,000

P-006 LOOKOUT POINT PARK

1

50,000

P-010 MAPLERIDGE PARK

2

50,000

P-065 ROUGE VALLEY PARK

1

50,000

P-025 DUNMOORE PARK (north)

1

50,000

P-020 DENMAR PARK

3

50,000

P-050 LYNN HEIGHTS PARK

2

50,000

P-027 AMBERLEA PARK

1

50,000

50,000
- possible relocation due to vandalism

TOTALS

50,000

$300,000

$300,000

$300,000

$300,000

