
Celebrating 
Sustainable 
NEIGHBOURHOODS 

2016 Activities: 
• hosted hundreds of residents for public nature hikes including: Hoot and 

Howl, animal tracks in winter, spring flowers, frogs of Altona Forest, insects, 
stream studies, spring birding at the forest panhandle; and many more 

• organized school and scout/guide hikes for local groups 

• identified and removed invasive species in cooperation with 
TRCA; followed up with the planting of appropriate shrubs to 
prevent the invasive plants from returning 

• identified trail problems such as fallen trees, damaged boardwalks, 
etc. for appropriate action by members of the Altona Forest 
Stewardship Committee (AFSC) and/orTRCA 

• arranged and participated in surveys and technical reports on the health 
of Altona Forest animals, plants and water system i.e. Terrestrial Biological 
Inventory and Assessment, yearly Frog Species Inventory, Bird Inventory 

• established a website, altonaforest.org, and Facebook page, 
facebook.com/MyAitonaForest, to share information, videos and pictures 

• initiated beneficial projects for the forest through partnerships i.e. GIS study 
of Altona Forest by Fleming College students, which resulted in a detailed 
map of physical features of Altona Forest and another maps of the trails; 
the trails map is available at altonaforest.org, click on 'Trail System' 

• planted hundreds of trees in the forest i.e. in 2016, 60+ trees were planted at 
one of the Altona Forest entrances to replace trees killed by emerald ash borer 

• monitored frogs from 1998 to present; during mid-March to July 1, monitoring 
occurred for 30 seconds every half hour 24 hours a day; data was reported to 
Toronto Zoo's Frog Watch, TRCA, and the Ontario Frog Watch program 

• wrote numerous grant proposals for enhancement projects in Altona Forest; 
funding partners have included: TD Friends of the Environment, TRCA, City of 
Pickering, Ontario Power Generation, Trillium and the Toronto Zoo 

• implement funded projects with volunteers including: rehabilitation of Lacey's 
Pond, tree planting, building of five boardwalks with combined length of almost 
one kilometre, created a parking lot off Altona Road, planted appropriate shrubs, etc. 

• rescued trees including over 200 trees along Strouds Lane before houses were built 

• collaborated with TRCA's help publish, Altona Forest newsletters 

• identified three potential archaeological sites in the forest resulting in three 
archaeological surveys and one archaeological dig within the forest 

• hosted Community in Blooms judges to support Pickering participation in 
this program 

• helped design, plan, raise funds and build the Amphibian Pond in the north part 
of the forest when early frog monitoring revealed only wood frogs were in the 
forest and proved that the amphibian species had declined; the work resulted 
in five additional frog species returning to the forest 


