
Minutes/Meeting Summary 
 

PAC 4 Teens Meeting  

Tuesday, April 6, 2021 

4:30 pm 

Zoom 

 

 

Attendees:  Xan, Virtual Program Assistant   

Jackson, Community Outreach Volunteer  

Daniel, Virtual Program Assistant  

Hailey, Community Outreach Volunteer 

Ashvitha, Community Outreach Volunteer 

Josh, PAC Member  

Carlos, PAC Member 

Elijah, PAC Member  

Olivia, Social Media Rep    

Nate, Virtual Program Assistant  

Rebecca, Events Lead  

Rachel, Social Media Rep  

Jake Farr, Presenter   

Arya, Secretary   

Amanda Rose, Assistant Recreation Programmer 

 

Absent:  Gabriel, PAC Member 

Rubab, PAC Member 

Liam, TAG Rep 

  

 

Item/ 
Ref # 

Details & Discussion & Conclusion  
(summary of discussion) 

Action Items/ Status  
(include deadline as appropriate)  

1.  Welcoming New Committee Members   

 Amanda welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

2.  Jake Farr – Presentation     

 Amanda welcomed and introduced guest speaker, 
Jake Farr to the group. 
 
Sam mentioned as soon as she signed into the 
meeting and saw it was Pflag she was really excited 
for the presentation.  
 

  
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jake explained what Pflag was and how it supports 
LGBTQ+ families and teens. He advised that it has 
been around for 18+ years and shared all of the 
locations.  
 
He mentioned the programs they run and how they 
provide education on pronouns etc.  
 
Jake gave the history on Pride and LGBTQ + and 
explained why Pflag choses to use the acronym 
2SLGBTQI. Jake mentioned they do not use the plus 
sign as it is not inclusive.  
 
Jake reviewed different terminology with the group 
along with different gender and sexual orientation 
meanings.  
 
Jake mentioned that he is trying to encourage 
everyone to add their pronouns in their names when 
signing into google.  
 
Sam mentioned she is a member of the Equity and 
Diversity Club at her virtual school and she stated 
how she is trying to push the use of pronouns in 
Zoom names as well.  
 
Jake concluded by sharing his contact information 
with the group.  
 
All members enjoyed the presentation and would like 
to look at having him back again and opening it up to 
the public.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAC to add pronouns into zoom 

names for future meetings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda to share contact info 

with the group.  

3. Minutes – Review       

 Minutes were reviewed from the March meeting and 
approved by all members.  No new business arising 
from the minutes. 

 

4. Programming Updates      

 Amanda talked more about the intergenerational 
garden program that was discussed during the March 
meeting. She confirmed with all members who 
expressed interest in participating in the program.  
 

  
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sam and Elijah mentioned they both would like to be 
added to the program list.  
 
Amanda updated the members on the Earth Day 
garbage pick-up. She advised that she would follow 
up on rules for this initiative as Ontario is currently in 
State of Emergency and a Stay at Home Order is in 
effect.  
 
PAC members who would like to participate in the 
Garbage Pick-up on April 22 for Earth day are:  

- Elijah 
- Rebecca 
- Ashvitha 
- Olivia 
- Hailey  
- Xan  
- Daniel  
- Jackson  
- Nate 
- Carlos  
- Gabriel  

 
Amanda updated the group on how the pod cast was 
going. She mentioned that the PAC members met 
with TAG and library staff the previous week. She 
advised that the group is starting out with a pilot 
episode and will move forward on programming, 
should the pilot episode succeed.  
 
Amanda mentioned they are still looking for more 
members to participate in this program.   
 
Amanda informed the group that the tree planting has 
been approved. Amanda submitted the application 
and payment for the Commemorative Tree Planting 
Program that they City offers. Unfortunately April 22 
was too tight of a time line to order the tree and make 
arrangements for it to get planted. It was suggested 
that we push the date to either Youth Week in May or 
to Canada Day in July. This way hopefully the 
restrictions will be lifted and we can have people 
gather for a photo op. Amanda will request Mayor 
and Members of Council be present for the tree 
planting and photo op.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amanda to follow up with City 
staff on the garbage pick up 
status and restrictions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAC to let Amanda know if they 

would like to work on the Podcast  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda to update PAC on Tree 

Planting date  



 

 

All PAC members agreed the date should be pushed.  

5. Social Media   

 Olivia suggested we reuse some social posts that 
have not been done yet from previous months.  
 
Olivia also suggested the following posts for the 
month of April:  

- April 11: National Pet Day: have people submit 
pictures of their pets and we can repost on 
Free Teen’s story  

- April 12: April Break: Post a question on the 
story about how people will keep busy and 
stay productive while on break  

- April 22: Earth Day: Post on feed and live 
stream the Garbage Pick Up  

 
PAC members suggested we look at doing an 
Instagram story take over and having a member of 
PAC run the story and make the story posts the day 
of the garbage pick up.  
 
Rachel mentioned that April was National Stress 
Awareness Month and National Humor Month.  
 
Rachel suggested we post tips for Stress Awareness 
month on our story and make story requests for 
people to submit their favourite jokes and riddles for 
us to repost on our story.  
 
Amanda mentioned to Liam about the podcast idea 
and he would love to work on this too.  

  
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amanda to inquire about this with 

City staff.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Virtual Programming        

 Amanda informed the group that the ESports League 
did not run. She asked the 3 programmers why they 
thought it didn’t work and what we need to do better 
next time.  
Xan mentioned that Virtual School is running a similar 
program for free however, it is open to people outside 
of Pickering as well. He mentioned that people said it 
was too difficult to register and they didn’t like having 
to sign up on Active and then register their gamer tag 

 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 

 

on a different website. He said it would be better if we 
could open to people outside of Pickering.  
 
Daniel said that most people struggled to register. He 
said it is hard to promote in schools because they 
aren’t open. He said we need more time to promote.  
 
Nate mentioned that on the promotions it stated both 
league and tournament which is misleading. He also 
said that the photo used was not promoting the 
standard game play or what the league was about.  
 
Jackson mentioned that it needed to be promoted to 
a larger audience.  
 
Arya suggested that when the league play happens 
we should livestream on Twitch to promote programs.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 New Business  

 Amanda asked the group if they had any suggestions 
for future presenters.  
 
Hailey suggested: Global warming education and 
Muslim/Asian Hate crimes education 
 
Rachel mentioned she had a presenter at school who 
presented on racism and equality.  
 
Sam suggested that we share pronoun information on 
our Instagram story from reputable sources.  
 
No other new business to share.  
 
Next Meeting:  
Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
4:30 pm – 6:30pm  
Zoom  

 
 
 
 
 
Rachel to send Amanda 
Presenter name  
 
 
Sam to send account names  

 

Meeting Adjourned: 6:00 pm  

 

Copy:  Manager, Recreation Services 

  Coordinator, Recreation Programs 

  Recreation Programmer  


